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LETTER XXVIII. 

TO THE B£V. BAVID WILLIAMS. 

I HAVB already UAd you, that the Bar is the 
great focus from which the rays of interest and 
animation are diffiised throughout the whole 
mass of sodety, in this northern capitals Com- 
pared with it, there is no object or congregation 
of objects, which can be said to have any wide 
and commanding grasp of the general attention. 
The Church — the University— even my own 
celebrated Faculty, in this its great seat of em- 
pire—all are no better than the •• minora sidera,^ 
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4 SCOTTISH BAR. 

among which the luminaries of forensic autho- 
rity and forensic reputation shine forth conspi- 
cuous and superior. Into whatever company 
the stranger may enter, he is sure, ere he has 
been half! an hour an the pKce, to: haeet with 
something to remind him of the predominance 
of this great jurisprudential aristocracy. The 
names of the eminent leaders of the profession, 
pass through the lips of the ladies and gentlemen 
of Edinburgh, as frequently and as reverently as 
those of the great d e bat er s of the House of Com- 
mons do through those of the ladies and gentle- 
men of London. In the absence of any other 
great centres of attraction, to dispute their pre- 
eminence in the general eye, the principal bar- 
risters are ablfe to sui^tiiib and fix upon them- 
selves, from month to month, and year to year, 
in, this large and splendid city, something ;ngt 
Vplike the same intensity of attention and admi- 
mtlon, which their brethren of the south: may be 
too proud to commiaQd over the public mind o£ 
:Yprk car Lancaster; for two Assisse^w^dks |n ikif 
year. . 

I think the profession makes a vei^ tyrannic^ 
;iiae,of all these adyant^es.. Not contenteji with 
.b^i;ig.fir$t, it is obvious they v^'Ould &ih be aldn^ 
in tbd eye of udmi^lionf ; and they seetiA tooipit 
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SCOTTISH BAM. S 

Ho opiiortoraty of ad4it)g the 39ialkst pfeoe of 
9(^aisitioti to th^ iltesAy otrei^trejtdbed xefge 
^Ibfiir empite. . It is easy to see that they look 
^f9tlt the whole dty a$ nathing n^e than, one 
hu99 Innf of Courts wt apaH &om end to eiKb 
fiNT: the purpo&ea of th^ oivo peculiar aceommo^. 
datim ; aad they atout alortg the spacious ai^ 
dowdad i^tii^eets of this lUGtFOpolu;^ with Jthe 
S92ne air cf coiisdous possession and cobsdoua 
4igiiity» which one meets with in Londoiv 
among the green and shadowy aUejf of this 
Telnpl^ Qard^. Such is . th^ satisfied a&i!! 
surance of the un^rivAUed dignity and^ imporlU; 
ance of 'th«r,clJBiing, that.tli^y hold themsdvef 
entitled, .w^eypr they a^e, to make free, uae^ 
not pnjty of allusions, but of phrases, evident- 
ly borrowied fjc^m its: 9on0erns; and i^dii baa 
lieen theiengljbi of time during which all ti^eser 
]£^um^tsof en«rx)achment<hav$ ht^n^^t mrfMclCj; 
that meinory of their commencement and vj^st, 
^exm ^f ^ their 4^ndency haV0 alikp yanislml 
amongjthe grater part of those ifii whose; p«». 
sence the jscene of their' habitual operation, ii 
laidii Even the' women appe« to thin)iit 4iHte 
neoacwry ;tQ succumb to the phsvailing spiiit $£ 
tbfe pU^ i aad strive to acquire for lliemaelyea 
apmeiimattariiigpf Ic^ phrtoec^ wiitb wUl^ to 
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6 aemtUK m^, 

};aniialr' ilmc' ^ta^ ti0 ^fiile^, tf«tfty,'iHia 

'*'M«dam-*4n answer to'yobr duffiH,iitoti£l^ 

dti^ WW'-^*^*^ }de8Aiit ej^agg^tatSiiiiS.' g'^'>^^^ 
^ !MtUtfu^;1idWef<^er;tb'e\diaet^ffR*^}^W 
fjff^ tirHdleiof ii» soid%^' be mdre ttem'eikioii^ 

fe^'M^' niekfe' tb't»^^d<iied,'that a %ry^^^ 

*ne9Afif'iiiihHt^4Hi(^1ts ittelbb^ hk^erknd^t^l 
aUiS'iiT^'kt')1ie'jprMedt iStaie Ir^nS^g Hii^tfti^ 

<stfuBti^i ';' ii% Wot t6 1)6 dtoiH' 1^ ^^ 9m-' 

fiift h^t^yy^liave d6n^li«o^^3iaifflhy'Otblertdi^ 
^ fbMf ^k>ir-dth!eiis; to kwp^iiSlh&t^^^M^f 
#^i^ed sjjrriirolTiiatimia) Ind^^ilttdeiae^ Idlliy 
tlibu^ts and in the feeliiigs <^ thekr oountiy* 
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belong tq U)i». pro^^asipn. it is qpute .ii|i|)9^^^i^ 
^,jbe,^u^iyinflfd. er td i8p }ify. v d» .bec»i^ $ 






f:ii!:.U':'.* 'ij/H !*.'' 
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8 MA W^-~^> ai . Ui : A!ND MR J—. 

jui¥6 .«uQ0Mied to .tbdb^ QX^Hfiomt md tbeir: Im- 
4Mitt»w. whom tJl^ytM bare seen )b!Pl^4d 
49 be 3«#U wogt^iolfth^ ] gmAo Biu m mi> £ailBBd» 
4t ifinoinfOmwjr^ totaa^ 

,tll»W in rii^Hian^ i»any jimiies whaeb owe^of 
4fm^ 9t)4 Jlpkndid i3^rotatiQi^.to tlte^Bflr alMie, 
^ijgpipni w lirota at tlas uiomeBib byftwe^peii 
jBMMI Wbom til the world must admit ta |N»re 
fdPttfl mIreC >tlHtR nil thfe ]»t of their ^contenipo^ 
-W^ put ijage&»»ff for curtaining and exttiddiiig 
4ho hotKHifs of tiie {SeottiA nanie*^faoth:at booie 
iU^.iS^itQ$di You nfed soaroeiy be told, il»tl 
«^^ of Mr. W^^ S-tf^aiid Mr J^^^ Tkf 
ftdttotfof thoao has^ indeed, retirai from th* 
l^iSMtioeo^tbeBar; but he holds a high office in 
Ihe Court of Seaalon. The other is ^ the full 
li^e of pixxfts^onal practice, and of a profbsioml 
oelabtity^'Whic^ could sc^Kiely be^dbscai:^ by 
a|i|i;hiiig le^ sple^^tj^id, than' :the ektra^pKifes^ 
jrional iwii^^station' which; has been y<et lotigter as- 
Updated with Ms name^wd which, mdeed, iii 
obviQudy' of a mucfc higha*, as w^ti as of a much 
mora enduring character, than any reputation 
whidi any profesaion, properly so called, er^ 
can have thi^pMirw to bestoW^. 
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£DIN]iUE6B*-VPABIilAM£NT CLOSE. '9 

' "She eodrte of jtiAiee with which all these 
.^iwiflBi QQffli are 6a dosdy ooimeetedy aite pk- 
-oed iri aoMl^afaoiit the'imne mnge of buiM$ifig8, 
.Mikdi in fismiei' tinieB v«re stt apart ibr the sx^ 

;BisiDfkpproaoii to thdsfe iMiildiAgs lies through a 

•jnoafibdhloQ^ tcqusre^ wiriiclv takes from this cir- 

iimasttinee'tfae mane of ** IheParlkmeht Close." 

]0& twbisideli this Clo^e is sarroimded by houses 

^'Uleistme giga&tiB kind of eleradon which 

Xbave already described t6 you, and in tJiese, of 

^old, #ere I6dgcid a gnat proportion of the dig- 

nitsries.and principal practitioners of the adja- 

toanteouFts. Atipresent, however, they are do- 

tdloMedi like most bfthfe hbuses in the same quar* 

t^ df'the dty, to the accommodation of ti^e&- 

pecqple, aqd tl^ inferior per8<His attadied to the 

jGoucts; q£ Law. The wAtern side of the cfuad*^ 

orsgigLe, is .occupied in all its length by^ th^ 

.Ghutidi of Si; GtBes^s, which in Hb^ later timei^ of 

Sbdttiiih Epiaeopacy possesi^ the dignity of A 

^^tkedrdl, and which; indeed, has^^ been- the 

aoane of m«Qy of tfaexho^Vremarkable ifioi^eAts 

in the eodefllafitical.histot7 <)f Sco(lfiSid. In its 

^sieval exteriar,Jbbia churdi pnesents byno means 

a fine ap^da:^ of th« 'Gothic Ardiitecture, al*. 

though thcce are several individu^ parts about. 
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10 ^TON^KQarTrST-4^|.««'«. 

This betwitifiil tower and canopy fona a &0fifg^9/^ 
in almost every view of the dty of £dinbur|^ ; 
but the c^eot jo^jlhe. whiiie ^tbiiiUii^^ w^ben one 
hears and thifllcs df it ag a Cathednd, is a tlnng 
<^ no great significanoe. I^he jO^^^ujc^ood of 
the Castle would indeed take something ficom the 
i(i)|iii:e|sion pi^i^aeed by ibe.^naatest' <28(A#^Nl 
l^^m^ficqiiaiiit^ with, wete it f^m(^-<niri^i^:i» 
.of..3t .Giles's 'r but nothing afsurodly oould Jtevta 
%mecl a ^er; acaNBpaninient.<^ so&mvg ao^ 

^y^gf ,^9t .w»j«ftic :&ii^tf0Ui tinm'some^iifCge^ 
«^^(|)|i^pga^pf^rq^giQii(^jm3iw«ieetu|^trlifi^ 

wi|ij^,^j^^jb^ wbQle4ispect<Jf this Ml^^Sk 

^t 9f .^qji^^Bijich fg^pe of/thegmndqw of IlfH^ 

due^P^spl^tjtipn Qfrmagnitu4e;and. ni^ipHfiqepiiWr 
It is jthif ^(»pJy,g?eftt ^,.tbeifiwt »i»prw?»on;f^r 
wJhQ(^,g?^l9^jis„f¥>t;M«!n^ witfr^ j^fmvmti 



da^ 1^ pky.ip sj^MdoWspr i^ 
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tH«-£^itM>^Ui&^^^lU>i*ih^tt!2rtii>ii8 of tfabse that 

lit'W iftf "^""""' ^'t'^'"^ ' '""^ ">^''<->'' 1-" '"•• ' ''•* 
;dymd(ai/i )o yJi'/ oaj u> v/>! / v'"-> .''> ;■(•> '•' 
ono iiMNo(9ridtiii94t«id^1»ttinUUiiW6Hik< '• *- •' - ^ 

'' Of the. dense air, >r}iich town or city breeds, 

'jiituK.'it '"'■■■ •"••■'' ' «■ •••■:;• '•• '•■ - " '■ ' - ' 

j' iloKyi^ ndt^'Snideeeli that nhy advanti^, e>^ 
^'ntttUitd grandisu^ df dtuation or geeneff /tisiit 
m^ikiyiWfitOi up fit &^ want of some liudi ef. 
kii» ifS'lAM>t»telr i^oidd iattcribe, ih the* gbtldi^ 
^itt^'Of Mftf «it}r '«6t'«^it ferthb dwdBiig-plac^ 
dC^Jiefirand ofCUHftttattfi. It'seedLs 'lio 'be' fli^ 

Wli4t«v«^^ia«^the'l!i-itie]I^'fllit>ro^^ 

oPlt* i'Wth'^ihails' l!)^o(k»i.iiKvil^ 
^!xiuii^leifWi«« tra^ ey^ sailed' li^'tibrTKktndd^ 
tlWi'onIy"a*e!hiie that-Is Worthjr of'tioitodyi^* 
iiki^ t«ocfl«i!t -iT'fcat a' gnbnd miii^re of f^yiiiig^ 
soiiMe witltofiini,^iren^-^be^ndi&neii8rof n^ife; 

odeiat'«l^ 8ttoke;H-4fe 'sae^ ihn^ 4116 
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1:3 EPINBUROH — ST OUJESS^'S. 

holy dom^ of St Pnul's, hung iifiA- off, serene andt 
golden aoQong tbe^biids. What a dalro ndiMea 
^ of sanpttty and suMiioity dpea that mighty tem-r 
pie appear to diffuse over the.huge eit}r» sCretebsdi 
out in endless pomp and endless darkness atiitA 
feet! How that one supreme presence sbedii 
gracefulness arid majesty over all that is done 
beneath its shadow ! 

There is a phqi in iigit^tion at present for erect- 
ing a splendid church in Edinburgh, as a great 
National Monument, in memoiy of the eventsi of 
the late war^ and already I find a large sum <tf> 
mon^y has beeA «ubsc]:ibed for carrying this plant 
iiito execution. . I; heartily wish it speedy aod 
esntiire success. The skelich which Ihave $f^n of 
1^ intended edifice, appears tome to be one. erf*; 
the finest things tiiat architectural genius hosfor 
msn^ ages produced. In front, there is a p<»rti^ 
CO, as grand as that of the FanthedKi ; behmit 
this, A dome of most majestH> height and dimwr. 
aion is lifted ahove a haU, arQUfid tbe.ext^riof of. 
whiehi^ tier alcove fier» and Une r^thii^ line 9^ 
massy columns, are «een awdilingor diitninishh^ 
in endless vBciety of idaas i cal splendour* Th^ 
hall is. destined for the reception of statnen md, 
insGBiptiens,) and % £Km$ the entranee^.way HAq. 
a.statalyichurch» whidi shoots oi|t£DQm thejiide' 
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o^po»te «o the pkMiicE). Wlf^!e it is paroposeA 
to^iaci^tbbtBncredifice^ Iknownot; but wliere- 
erer it te p}«eed,^ so it be plaoed' at aU, it cttinot 
iaii to a^ iqifnea^urably to the effect of the finest 
situation, an^- the ibfest eity ii) the world. But 
I have wander^' wid^y fri>in St Giles's and the 
P^etik^eiit Close. 

The sotitbeTti, side of the square, and a smaU 
pgrt of tbe'e$t9tern "Side, to6 filled Tirith veiie* 
FaUe Gothic hidings* which -for many genera- 
rations hayebeei). deyot^ tothe aeCcHnolodatioa 
of the Courts of Law, but' Which are now ea^ 
tifely shut out from the ^ye of the public, by a 
very ili^cpnceived and tasteless frcftit-woi'fc of 
modeni device^ .inclMcii9g a sufficient allowjeaacy 
of staring square wpijclpws, and lonjcpilliarf^aivl 
|)j^a$ters, Wh#t beauty theAoflt of the strmt^r? 
may bay^ pois^ei^d: in itf original stftte^ Ihave 
j|p;aapans'C>ra^ertaiijiiig; but Mr .W-^-4* sighs 
every time we pass'througb the -Chse, :as; pather 
tieally as coul^-be wi^edi over *' the glory th^t^ 
]ii|th depart^d.^ At alj events, thfire am be n^ 
^yestion, that |;h(& present; froiptispieqe is evergr 
way detestable. It is heavy and rdumsy m it^ 
sdf; Mji extreinely ill chosen, nioreover, wbether 
we e#|sid^ the .-obi^cler and appearmice of 
the hall-to^hieh,4t^^iFe& access^ or the asspect of 
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to > wftM^ '^^tSt^f^TOie^'ikdafi^^^^^ 

modati |Nirt<iftKk#dt5r/.l im\tifyim^ifh^mid^^ 
ney that has he^A^^isfvhSiSmi^^^i^^ 
tbiityi^ettiis tq^n WpMvs ^Md «9teftiti6iifr;<^e 
of which hatEeUiidd)^ia]t5^ 
mudf^ fti the convenience of the old Courts, 
would have been abundantly sufficient to corer 
the expense of building the new. 

Right in front of the main entrance to the 
Courts as they stand, a fine equestrian statue of 
Charles II. enjoys a much more conspicuous si- 
tuation than the merits of its original seem at 
all entitled to daim*— more particularly from the 
people of Scotland. I think it rather unfortu* 
nate that this should be the only statue which 
salutes the public eye iii the streets of Edin- 
burgh. To say the truth, he is the only one 
of all our monarchs for whose character I think 
it impossible to feel one touch of sympathy or 
respect Even his more unfortunate brother had 
honesty of principle, and something of the feel- 
ings of an Englishinan. But why should the pom 
pensioned profligate, whose wit only rendered 

12 
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9(lofM'^0twd»Qt yiW into t^e H^iior of/^ 

9fil m.jii ynKii;'.'t\."f'>; oaj.i!— iwim. •.»: I :j.x*in\i a' \ 
rioiiiw Oiilir^ \'' : *Jii" vi iJliivn';; ^jjIj Jj;'li OU;i/ 

oaojifv '.kJ •'? Mi /»j"/^^ .'fki vt>fc o'i' .a!:m*,v 

-b'=rt o*b to 1. !i£f:t-Mi{:>i L:ie -^iqr^nhif it- moir'^r 
Tc^oqofiJbluoda vfl'// JuiF jtjijfjair'.4f;^rLH[ m: V(j;<^.f'i 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



16: 



LETTER XXIX. 



TO THE ^ame:: 



After passiug through one or two ^k and 
dungeon-like lobbies or anti'Chamb^^^ or by 
whatever more appix)priate name they may be 
designated^ one enters by a low pair of folding- 
doors, intowhid iscalled the OtiterHouse^ where* 
in all civil cases are tried, in the first instant, by 
individual Judges, or Lords Ordinaries, befi»e 
being submitted to the ultimate de^ion either 
of the whole Bencb^ or of cme of its great X)ivi- 
sions. On being admitted, one sees & hi^ <^ 
very spacious dimaisions, whidb^ altiKmgfa not 
elegant in its finii^ing or deocmttions, has neveiv 
thelees an air of antique grandeur about i<^ titat 
is altogether abundantly striking. The roof is 
very fine, being all of biadc oak, with the vaii- 
ous arches of whidi it is cc»nposed resting one 
upon another, exactly as in Christ-Church Hall. 
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The area of this Hall is completely filled with 
law-practitioners, consisting of Solicitors and Ad* 
vocates, who move in two different streams, along 
the respective places which immemorial custom 
has allotted to them on the floor. The crowd 
which is nearest the door, and in which I first 
found myself involved, is that of the Solicitors, 
Agents, Writers, or Men of Business, (for by all 
these names are they cdtted.) Here is a perfect 
whirl of eagerness and activity — every face alert, 
andisharpened into the acutest angles. Some I 
eould see were darting about among the diflfer- 
ent bars, where pleadings were going forward; 
ISBsJb midshipmen in an engagement, furnishing 
powder to the combatants. They brought their 
great guns, the advocates, to bear sometimes 
upon one Judge and sometimes upon another; 
while eadh Judge might be discovered sitting 
calrafy^ Kke a &ie piece of stone- work anudst €he 
hks of bombs aaid the roar of forty-pounders. 
• In the meantime, the ** men of business,'^ who 
were xK>t imtKiediately occupied ?n this way, 
paeed iB^dly along^'-^^each bcHm^ on his particii^ 
har wafve of this gteat tide of ilie afl&iifs 6f men, 
Imfe aU having their fiices w*ell turned '^up above 
the erowd^ and keeping a sharp look-out ^is 

TOL. II. • ■ ' * ' B ' 
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waa» I think, their general atti todb. It remimd- 
ed me of trouts hohlHng near the eurfiioe c^ 9 
8lxe«nt aU equally sbarprset and amicus for % 
^Qnp at whatever i$ going. Aiqt staring or idl» 
per^^n must have aqppeared quite ouit of fifm 
mwig^ thein> like a .^ed point among ]$|p?(m^ 
nu^'iB .QQWour^e^of ^ms ; and indeed X ^|nki 
nf^Xbe^n to QoUeqt xnyself a tittle^ I oould 
«l«ily observe that I my»elf> standing firm in t]ie 
jxiidst of the hubbub, with my arms fck^'nt 
1910^ e^y attrnQted some notioe firom a tkw fi£ 
tbwe th«t were hnrryk^ pnat vae^ fe> m^ ft»t 
and ever and anon. Whether I looked like, a 
dient either in es^e or in poMe, I know not, biit 



-" Some fell to such perusal of my face. 



As they would draw me ;" 

while I, in the meantime/ could .begin to disoor 
:irer here and there ^a few persons of mare qmffh 
cent deKoewiour^ who looked likesome ctf thow 
)n!i$:)rtwal^, at whpse. c^p^ee this eu^frb 
wm^ of m^n is maintaiaed and. kept in wh 
:li9^«., Mon^y. may be oompftred to a momentum 
. or impet^» pf whieb one body loses as mvoh i|s 
i{; impart^ to %not)ier. Tjie 4^m^ty after hayiiBig 
tifrisferred^^ certain impQ^u^.to.his.^fijff^tykwg^ 
part of his alacrity, and is apt to stand still in the 
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PtfllitmeAt-HiMise, with a racier diseonsciste 
Air ; wMie he sees his agent ^consolatory specte-^ 
ele !) ih^lred iprith the momentum of whidi hi/ 
himself is divested, and spinning about ineveiy 
sort; of curv6, dilipsi^ and parabola Tln$ m^ 
xiOdS gazef with whidy thefte individual! ieeffltfd: 
to be contemplating the toiss and tAiMult ttiMMfll 
them, formed a silffieient distinction' bet W^ 
them and the cool, unconcerned, calmty per^i- 
eadous Dr Morris. It was evident, t^t tiley 
oould not at all enter, with ady delist kindred 
to mine, into the sentim^it c^ the luxuriMis £^- 
curean, ''" "''^ " 

" Suave man magno turbantibus d&quora Mentis, 
£ tuta alterius magnum spectare laborem." 

Such of these litigants, again, as had come from 
the country, could be easily pointed out from 
among the other clients. Here and there I no- 
tie^d a fiu*-trav^lled Gaffer, conspicuous fc^ his 
fanner's t30at*(^'gfi8yi or* lightest (Si^nileah tiltt- 
turei-his staff ih his ungtoved hdmy AngiftH- 
and his clouted shoon^ or tall, stMiAgbt^ discolored 
pah" of top-boots, walking about without reflect- 
iftgf,A^td ji«Age fit>m Ms aspect,*^thttt tHerfteMom 
by>Whb«^ hef'ttm surrounded bftd mdOtfii? wlmii 
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Woiild make very little of demolishing a litigioiHT 
fiurxner, with his whole stock and plenishing, and 
leaving no more vestige of him thaa remained of 
Actieon, after he fell in with those v^ry itistro^ 
naaits whioh he himself had been wcmt to em^ 
ploy in the chase. He i^eed oidy look about 
kim, and see the whole pack. Here are^ : 

. '' Pampbagus et Dorceus et Oribasps ; Arcade^s omnes ; 
Nebpophonusque valeiis et trux cum Lslape Theron, 
Stpedibua Ftert1ai» et aaribai uti^9 Agi^ej ^ 

Hylseusque fero nuper percussiis ab apro, 
Deque lupo concepta Nape, pecudesque secuta 
" Foemenis, et natis coinitata Harpya duobug, 

£t sabstricta gereat Sicyonius iHa Ladon ; , ^ 

£t niveb Leiicon» et vQlis Asbolus atris, 
Et ^tre Dictaeo sed matre Laconide nati 
Labros et Agriodos, et acnta^ vods Hylactor , 
Quosque refare nurni est.** 

tf he had once fairly got into difficultiiesj, and 
**a poinding'* had gone out against him, the 
following would also apply, 

^^IQeAigitpehrqaflfeJberatlc^ , i 

Heul fiuaylp8,fugit%s^9UQ& : Claiiiare..lfbebat ^ .^. 
Actseon ego sum : Dominum cognoscite vestrum. 
Vota'^miii^o'd^mint^ tesabAt latratfims tttibter.**' "^ 

Heitfacr Famphngus, nor ILabri>s, mt LaSuMi^f 
tlie ^^sub^otaijiia;' nor 3>acon with the w^hite 
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wigi nor Aaboliis *ii«illh the hlaQk hadr, nor the 
swift feet of.Pt^relas» nor the keen nostrils of 
AgDOfix^ the shwp:bark of Hylaetor, will re-: 
Uoi antp quieseeileQ ftt his bidding, whose,|i«^ 
tims had so ofteti: been sufficsent to set all their. 
aier^s:in motion; How little will the niemoiy 
of all his fees arail ? liow,oraelly must he feel 
ttieir fsx^g^i whose snarling threats and tearing 
onset ha^ afforded to himself so much matter, of 
gratulation and ap^use» when some other was 
the victim ! * 

Contrasted with the elder and maturer ** men 
gf business/' who are gaierally atthr^ in sober 
hues, the rising generation of Dandy >Cletks 
make a very ^shining appearanoe.-^nThe dust of 
a process newly wakened from its sleep of lust* 
sums is a sad, thing on a sno^v-white pair of 
breeches ; but it is amazing how clean and bril- 
liant these young gentlemen contrive to look» 
and they deserve the utmost credit for it; for 
besides the V€»erable powder of resuscitated pa^ 
pers and doctiments, no trifling quatitity of dust 
must be brought into the Parliament-House by 
the shoes of the multitude resorting thither, and 
kept %itog^bQttt by thestir of their tumidtubus 
pardide. They are really the finest beaux. I havfe 
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aem in tbb titjy or sd at leait tbey appealed t* 
be, under the fiiroorable ckcamstaiieeA of cbn^ 
ttmt in wbich I saw thebi. Tteir bi^ght^oUtetitlf- 
touts, witib glMsy ooUmts <^ velv^t^tlieir'Smart 
greeA riding jadcets, — ^tlieir waifittontft bfeamkfg 
in idl the diversified dazzle of siripe and spot^^^-^- 
thfeir neckcloths d let Waterloo, ar^ia B^ket-^ 
^< these rainbows of glory could not fell to 
t^arm the eye with a delightful sense of splen- 
^ur, among such an immense hizy dtmt^h^re 
of rusty black broad-cloth, and tattered bomlwu 
Mend. The military swagger affected by some 
of these spruce scribes, and theierocious audacity 
with whidi they seemed to be barfing thdr 
launches of briefs fh)m one desk to another, fbrm- 
' ed an equally striking contrast to the staid and 

• hieakired step of the meditating pale-faced coti'h- 
' fillers up to the ears in occupation on liheoneside, 
\r^tid the careless pococurante loimge of their 
less busy juniors on the other. What a fine sub- 
jtect all this might haTe been for poor Bunbuiy ! 
I wonder what made your fiiend Rose iSay,^ 

I . *^ Your Dandy's at a d^scou&t out ofl^dop." . . , 

* Thfe Advocate;^, in the midst of'their peripate* 
^ tidiim, teceive tbdr iiiir pto^rtion df ifll th^ dttalt 
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^3ft^i9 fljrbigv aend. thus, periiaps, soiiie young 
mm of their body may' hare an opj^tunity of 
no^uering a fine sober farown> to \«4ii0b tli^ir 
tomplesdims might not kave. been very Ikdy M> 
^lAmn i^l&ron^h Uposi 

the whole,, they are a wcfl-thriven looking' rac^^if 
jn^enSe jimseonsutts ; bat I certainly eould not 
i9ee many head& among them which Dr Spura- 
cheim would think of setting down 4s belongkig 
to^ Ho many future Voets and Poitiers. : For tibfe 
i&osi pitft> however, they aace at least so eandfd 
^m to weto- thd^ own hair^ and so tqiafl^ord the 
initiated a fair opportunity of inspecting tfacfr 
VB^HHis eon^rmatiom of isranium. A few, in- 
deed, bury all beauties &nd' defibctd in that qld 
birdVnest of h<»^e-haar and pomatnmr wlbioh is 
in tfa^ place uimaUy adhered to by the seniors 
fibne } fo3? you must know the costume of ibe 
iSootti^ Bar is fiir from being regulateck in the 
4anie uniform ^namier with that of Westminstd*- 
Hatt ; Mxd. those iadvoeat^^, wha hold np^ official 
sitoiitiiMi under the €i?own/afe -at liberty to pMe 
the floor of the Pteliament-Uouse with or with- 
out wigs, exactly as it may please iheir fimcy« I 
•QOn^sft I ^uld t^ink it- wiere better^ eithcv/thi^t 
^att^had^ivigfi^f or J^t a1][ wapte^ tbeiiiti ; .&r;«t 
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fu^a^t ibe mi^tiu^ pf .hwby hf9i^ of fhw** ##^ 
JBerUui or dla Co^mc^^ with stiff ro^ of. cprl^ 
toi]pef|s^Vmd< tiii^ tails, presents a broken and 
py)el)al4 sort of aspect, to which my southern 
optics cannot easily reconcile themselyes« Per- 
haps it were best to re-instate the wig in its ftill 
rights, and make it sl sine qm nm in the ward- 
robe of every counsellor ; for if it be fidrly allow- 
ed to disappear, the gown will prolmbly follow ; 
and in process of time, we may see the v^y 
Judges, like those Mr Fearon saw in Connecti- 
cut, giving decisions in loose great coats, and 
Uack silk neckcloths. 

Another ciroumstante that offended me in the 
appeaifance of the barristers, is their totd want 
of rule in regard to their nether integuments. I, 
that have be6n a Pro-proctor in my diay, cannot 
away with boots, trowsei^, and gaiters, worn im- 
der A gowA. I thifik a gown implies dt'e^, and 
that the advocates should wear nothing but bladk 
• breeches arid stockings when in court, as is the 
case in the south. These are very small matted; 
but it is totonishing how much effect such small 
^matters produce in the gm&rd. appearance of a 
Ctmrt of Justice^— where, indeed, &bote all phces 
in the world, propriety of appearance, in regard 
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even to tb^ most mimite things^ should always 
be studioui^ ooii»da:ed* 

ETeryour^s, 

P. M^ 
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LETTER XXX. 



TO THE SAME. 



By degrees I won my way thixiugh sevetxd 
different currents of the crowds and established 
myself with my back to the wall, full in the 
centre of the Advocates' side of the house. Here 
I could find leisure and opportunity to study 
the minutifie of the whole scene, and in particu- 
lar to ^' fill in my foreground," as the painter^s 
phrase runs, much more accurately than when I 
was myself mingled in the central tumult of the 
place. My position resembled that of a person 
visiting a peristrephic panorama, who, himsdf 
immoveable in a darksome comer, beholds, the 
whole dust and glare of some fiery battle patfi, 
doud upon doud, and flash upon flash, before 
his eyes. Here might be seen some of the 
" Magnanimi Heroes," cleaving into tlie maas, 
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like furiouB wedges, in order to reaeh, theit ap* 
pointed station-^— and traced in their ulterior prch 
gre^s only by the casual glimpses. of .^^ the proud 
horse^hair nodding on the crest'!-~while oftben, 
equfdly determined and Vemx mwffii^^x^mf^xnAMH 
from their stature and agility, might be more 
properly compared to %o mai^ i^uttles dri.Ten 
tiimugh the threads of an intricate web by some 
nimble-jointed weaver, M/xf «i ^tr olkhol t/u^rAi. On 
one side might be obsei'ved some first-rate cham-* 
Jpion, pausing for a moment with a grin of bloody 
wlaa^ion, to breathe after one feraeiqui»aiid'tri' 
letrnphant charge^^is phimp Sandio PaMa busi^^ 
ly arranging! bis baldness for tibe next; no less fero^ 
tsic^s. On another sits some less successful oomba* 
IIIDt^ ail hiafeatures Screwed and twisted together^ 
jufiartii^g under tibe lash of a sareasin— -or gazing 
fdaldLiy about himy imperfectly^ recovered fitmi 
^tfe^ stun of a retort ; while perhaps some yoting 
iieardleiiS'Esqtiire, bunting for his spuirs, may be 
difcorered eyeing both of th^se asltance, envious 
e^en of the cuts of <^ vanquii^ed, and anxious, 
^ f^ hazards, lifce Uriah the Hittite, that some 
letter might readbi the directors of the fray, say- 
ing, "<Set ye thw man in the front of th^ battle/' 
'•The eldar ahd more employed adyocates, to 
hme done Withf my similitudes/ s^eem'ed for the 
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most part, when not actually engaged in pleid^ 
iDg, to hare the habit of seating themselves^ <m 
the benches, which extend along th0' whole w»r 
of their station. Here the veteran might be 
seen either poring over the materials of some 
future discusnion, or contesthig bitterly with 
some brother veteran the propriety oi some lat$ 
deeudon, or perhaps listening with sweet smites 
to the talk of some uncovei^ Agent, whose 
hand in his fob seemed to give promise of acam-^ 
ing fee. The most of the younger ones seemed 
either to promenade with an air of utter imrn^ 
chaUmee^ or to collect into groupes of four^ five, 
or six, from whence the loud and husky onckle 
of. some leading characters might be heard ev^ 
fmd anoii rising triumphantly above the uaoal 
hum of the place.' I could soon discover, that 
tfafre iue some half«4ofiEen, parbapt, of professed 
witi and story-tellers, the droppings qf whose 
iqspiratipn are sufficient to attract round each of 
them, whea he sets himself <m his l^s in the 
middle of the floor^ a {proper aUowanOe^of eyes 
aliidmoujiibs to glisten andgapeover l^e mommg^s 
budget pfr^ood thin^s^some new eoeentricity 
of LoKdj ja^fios^^ broad bon-miot of Mr C-4r^* 
/-^- The lide.of the HaH frequented by these wot- 

thies, is belted by two or threc'latge iron^stoves'; 



/^^^-^ £*''**•"' 



./; :> 
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aiid firom the ciistom of lounging during the win- 
tier-numths in' Hie immediate ^adnity of these 
eOatixB q£ comfc^, the barristers of &cetious dis« 
position have been christened by one of their 
brediren, the '< wits of the Stove-school" But; 
indeed^ for aught I seb, the joiuveyiuan days of 
the whole of the young Scotch advocated might, 
vfHh great propriety, be called by the. simple 
cdUeetive^ — JStwe-twod. 

: What has a more striking effect, however, 
than even the glee snd merriment of these young 
people dose at h^id, is the sound of pleaders 
pleading at 9 distance^ the ipusic of whose elocu- 
tion,' heard separate from its meaning, is not, for 
the most part, such as to tesnpt a nearer ap- 
proach. At one Bar, the wig of the Judge. is 
seen scarcely oVer-topping the mass of eager, 
bent-ibrward, listening admirers, assembled to 
do honour to sopie favourite speaker of the day 
-^tibek fkces already arrayed in an appropriate 
smUe, wherewith to welcome the expected joke 
-''-or fixed in the attitude of discernment and 
penetration, as if resolved that no link of bis 
cunning* chain of ratiocination should escape thdr 
scrutiny. At another extremity, the whole pa- 
raphernalia of the Judge's attire are exposed full 

to Vision*— all the benches around his tribu- 

4 
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nal d^c^tcd and tenantless, whikr som^ we*rt*k 
some proser, to whom nobody liiMens excerpt 
fifom necessity^ is seen thumping the Bar foeM^ 
him in all the ag(»iiel» of uhpaftaken earnestnesiiy 
his hoarse diamorous voice floating desolat^lhjr^ 
into thin air, •• like the voice of a tUM crylngitii^ 
ihe Wilderness— whom no man bear^tb/* ' ' * ^ 
Tlie appearance of the JudgiE>s, Ot tords^Ordi^ 
naries, th^nselves, next attracted thy attebtibb; 
ahdrl walked rbund the Hall to survey ibfem, 
eaeh in rotation, at his particular Bar. Thfei- 
dress is quite different from what we are amniit' 
tomed to in our civil courts in fihgl^d> -andr 
bears much more resemblance to whaftl bavef 
seeii in Uie portraits of the old Presidents of th*e 
French Parliaments. Indeed I believe it Is ndtf 
widely diffenent from this ; for tbfe Court of BiSS^ 
lAon was originally formed upon the modd ctf 
the Parliament of Paris, and its costiiiKie t<^ 
borrowed from that illii^ferious court, as weli#» 
Its constitution.^ The Judges haV^ Wig« some- 
What'diflfer^nt frori^' those^of the AdV0«rt»,'Ws4 
largk^ in dimf^n^ioit ; but their gowms arfe Very 
sptendid things, being cdrnpOsfed ^o^purple-V^^^t 
and blue cloth and' silk, with a great variety of 
knots and ornatnents of all kinds. ' I fcotildn<it isHEse 
this vestment without much respect, when I ne- 
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Dceted on diergreat number of men odelmited 
both for greatness ^d goodness that have woro it; 
Itisthe samegownin whichthevenerabl^Dunom 
Forbes of CuUodendelivered judgment-— in wUob 
KaimfiSy and Hailes, and Braxfield. and Moivr 
boddo^ find Woodhouselee^ftnd later, pethopfi 
greater than aU» in ^hich Blair was olothal/* f 
It struck m^ that the Judges in the Oqttf 
Court were iBther younger men than we oomir 
moldy see on the Bench in an English Court of 
Law ; but thdr physiognomies^ and the manner 
in whieh they seemed to be listening to the 
pileadef^ .before themi were in general quite as I 
eeuld have wished to. see them. At one end sal ^ , 
LqwI Gr^, brother to the excellent Historina ^^' ' ' ^ 
c^Greec^, and Translator of AristoUe-s Rhetoviok 
and Ethics, i He has at first sight an apr of \»a^ 
ness about l^m^ and seems as if he grudged the 
iiabour of jiifting up his eyes to view the counte* 
naiyce of the p^son addressing him. But evi^fy 
now and then^ he muttered some short question 
or rem«T^k» M^hich i^wed abundantly tjbat.hjsiii4: 
tellect wa^ . awake tp : all the intricacies of the 
^si^ ; and I oould see, that when the Advocates 
we^e done, lie had no difficulty in sef^arating the 
essence of the ple^ from all the adventitious 
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matter with which their briefs had instructed 
tliem to dog and embarrass it. He has a coun- 
tenance very expressive of acumen, and a pair 
of the finest black eyes I ever ssiw, although he 
commonly keeps them half-^^rouded undq* their 
lids^— and! have no doubt, from the mode in 
wKicfi he deflivered himself, that he must have 
been a most accomj^Hsheil debater when at the 
Bar. At the other extremity^ the greatest streani 
of business seemed to rush in the direction of 
/^t/7n*:ii^i ^^^^ P^^^«***^s tribunal. This Judge has the 
^ most delightful' expression of suavity and pa- 
tience in his look and manner, that I ever saw 
in any Judge, unless it be oiir own venerable old 
Chancejlor Eldon. The calm conscientious way 
in which' he seemed to listen to every thing that 
was said, the mild good-tempered «mile with 
which lie' showed ev^ry now and then tliat he 
was not to be deceived by ^ny subtilty or 
quirk, and the dear and distinct nianner in 
winch he explained the grounds of his decision, 
left me at no loss to account for t*he extradrdi- 
nary pressure of business with which this e^cel^ 
kht Judge appeared to be surrounded. Before 
these two Lords it was, that aU tie principal 
eauies of the morning appeared to be argued. 
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I happerifed to be standing dose beside Lnd 
p^^&u^Bar, when a pleading was going on for 
aiimtot cf a natural child, at the instanee of a 
sfervant^weach agsdnst an Irii^ student^ who had 
come to Edinburgh to attend the MedioalClasflM* 
The native of the Emerald Isle was personidlj; 
present in rear of his oounael^ arrayed in a tar^ 
niched green great^coati and muttering bitter-^ 
ly in his national accent. I heard him say to:bne 
near him, that he had been prevented from getting 
out of the way in prpper time, by the hatr^hpio-L 
eedure of. a grooer in Drununond Street, whose 
account was unpaid, and who had detained him 
by what h^ called a <^ meditatione fuga» wmi 
rant." The poor girl's case, was ,set forth with 
gkeat breadth of colouring and verity / of dirtail 
by Mr Clerk^ (a fine sagadous-lookii^ old gen- 
tleman^ o{ whom I shall ^eak anon,) and the 
Bar was speedily surrounded ,.by dos^ ranks of 
listeners. Mr Jefirey, who was of counsel for the 
son of Erin, observed that the exceeding rapi- 
pi^ity with which the crowd clustered itself 
around did not eso^pemy attention, and whis- 
pered to me, that cases, of this kind are always 
honoured with a,n ^special allowance pf such ho- 
nour—being regarded as elqptnt n^ig^^ or t99t^ 

VOL. II. c 
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fid rilaxaEtaoiis from tibe dridr routine of ov4}nar/ 
pr^otic^^soniewhat like'emtelves of the BeHes^ 
Lettres in the midst of a coiine of hard reading'; 
I cbald pierc^ivie, that ev4M the ^imtneat and 
most toowse-lobking M&t^Mvsin would, in 
pateingy eodeaTour to wedge their tiosei^ into the 
erotvd, and after catching a fbw woidis of the 
pleading, would turn away grtmiing like satyrs,^ 
with the rdish of what they had' h^ard stiU' 
^titling in tihieir opaque knafgibat^^ai * ^^ffieey 
aim liUld die/ that Irish caciei^of thi^: ifovt abo^^ 
meiftioned are extvemeiy frequent w&i iA the 
Smttish ioKiurtS'; and, indiged* th^ great Pbittpi^ 
kkme^ perms' n^iver to eiljc^ ithi^ fiiU iecmimangt 
attd/ftwingeof hia^wers^ unli^son |be subjeist toi 
ijsa&dttop; so that \timjr belaid witb' tmtbt 
6£^ii«raqKferfol maaa, apd the goilk^t natioii t^ 
w&Minhe belongs^ tNt they miityiaily'StMid i»» 
itoucfc lifed dr each other. '<' ;' ' " '^ 

***Ti& ;if ell that the^ skoiild fin, so he may, shi|e;" 

.• -*i . - .■■.....:•.,: • . •p.:itf.-i 
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' D£ARWtLI;IAM8y •- . . ^ . '..•,..» 

The waUgdf this Oater House affi in general 
qtdtelMtire ; forite fbw old portraits bung ^hcmr 
and tberei we insnfiideAt tio produde any itfr<« 
preMonin tbe^nendview^; buttheHatthas 
lately received tone very impoctant ornaaienfeMi 
imtnely, a status of the late Lord 'M^vSle b]^ 
Cluaitry^ i^idi bi»< h&m platei on a pedestal ii 
o«aibidetebIe etovation in tide oetitve of &ef ikbrf 
As a piece of art, I canttcit sty thtot I maoAm 
this statue as at all equal to some others by the 
same masterly hand, which I have seen else* 
wbtte.1 I am aware, however, that it is seen to 
very little advantage in the situation where it ia 
placed; and, moreover, that no statue can be 
seen to its utmost advantage, when it is quite 
new from the chisel of the sculptor. It requires 
some time b^ore the marble can be made to rei- 
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concile itself with t]be atingsph^e arouijd it; 
and while the.8urfa<^e continues to o^end the 
eye bj^ its first cold glare of chalky whiteoesj^* 
it is not quite easy for an ordinary connoissei^ 
to form a proper idea of thp Iqies and fpniis set 
forth jn this unharmonious material. Makiog. 
allowance fc^ all this, however^ I <^ i^carcely 
bring myself to imagine, that the statue of Mel* 
vUle wiU ever be thought to do honour to.th^ 
gepju^ of ^ Chantry. There is ;5<Hne .-skill dis^ 
played, in the management of the;yis«q«ntl^ 
robes i and in the face itself^ there is a i^ery eonr 
sidi^ble Ukeii«9s to Lord Helyilje — ^wUch . ia 
^^ugb, as your recoUeotioii must well assure 
you, to nave it from, any want of expressifv^ep^ 
Btit the effi^ct of the whole is» I thi!)k» v^ tii*, 
yial^ compjared with what such an- artist mig^tr 
haii;e been expecf;edito piodiice, when he had^i^ 
fine a subject ^if Duodas to simulate hif en^r-. 
gies.^ It if 9ot often, noi^-ardays^ that ^o artist 
eao, b«pe to, meet, with such a union of intelle^ 
tuai!.imd corporeal grandeuTf ffs w;erp joipoi to- 
get^€^ m this/Fri«nd and Sirothei: of William 

I^tt - . '.' - *• • '\ '• '- 

Tfei? ^i\» has ]been.er«ct6dieptu;ely^.^^ ex-. 

pji»iicQ pf the gentl^ipeii of the $C9tt^ 'B^> iiod 

it is impo3able not «to admire 4isid honour, the 
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feciinjgs, Whii^ c^^d ^^^ from them siich a 
mBgiAtitint^ti^A of respect for tlie memory of 
their illtlitrious Brother. Lord Melville Walked 
die bbatAs^ of ^he' J'^a^ House during ho 

less -flrah'twenty yeai<s, before he Itegan to reside 
eitotahtiy in Lottdbii as Ti^iirei' of the ^aVy i 
aitd 'during the whole of thiis period; his happy 
fetnpelr and nikfinei's, lEMd friendly dpen^heilrte^ 
dl^|>dsitioh/ ri^n^ered him a universal favouriilie^ 
aitiong tdl that foIlo\^ed the i^me course of lile.- 
Bj^iai true g^Dtchriien, indeed, dlf whatever par^y^ 
in i^nrdh 6l*^tate, Melville was always regSarded^ 
with an eye of kindliness and partiality. Whig' 
aiidTbiy agreed in IbVlng him ; and how could 
tti&fe otherwke, for al^oUgh hbbody surely coiildP 
bfe' Wore fitth in* W8 political prin6lples tlian^lie 
hlthself Wai,'' he allbwed no feelings, arising ^ut'^ 
of tliese principles, to aflTect his behaviour ih 'tlie 
iritierfeouifse 6!t common life. * He wais always 
happy io drink his bottle of port with any vfdt^ 
thy tnAtt 6f dny^arty; and he vtas' always ^H^py 
to ottige personally those, in common wltn'i^hiiin^ 
he had any' rfeo6llectiohs of good'-hurnollfceft'^f 
tivity. But the great source of his populaAly 
wis Unquestionably nothing more than his iifti- 
mirte and thoSt'ftimUiav acJqtr^frrt^icfe'VilKYlTfe^ 
actual state oP'ScotlkrwiV ajift its inhabit Jilts, 4i4\ 
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ldl ^leir 9£pu]^. M^fi in J^dinb^rgh^ unless 

pq^jgweyspn of ^y .cpmidpw^q^^ W^qsf wljole 

Jcnpwji to. hijpa- Ajwl I,.aU;eftdy bc^n; !i;Q.,aee 
f^qqijg^ 9^ tbe.stpiptjtirQ!p| gfwtfcl^h aowty^;to 

thj^ J^ifl^e i9]ust;hQv^ pkGf^iat|i€tJtia^p^ 
so ac^qo^tiifb^ a sta|eHixian« .Tlie^et^v^swjt^ 
ji^'h^d irendi^^e^ tp tb^s part of the; island were 
*^WYJ^fi^^y 1^1?^ greater p*rt4.<rftbP«5,wJio 
J)y po means approved: of the general syiiteflagof 
j^U^y i]?L. i^dh. h^ had Bfii gp^t ;a ^ha»,; aod 
funpng. the si^bscribers to Ms ,stetu^ wete vwy 
WW£' w)ios€t pames no i|di(»tatic«i fgnld^gve 
bipi^^t jtp appear un^er ajpy aiipilar. propps^ls 
with regard to any other Tory in the world** 



♦ As one little trait, illustrative of Lord Melville's manner 
of ocmdnelmg Inniself to the pedpleof Scotlaod^ 1 may men- 
tiiV9« that to tbi0 latest.period.of his.life, whenever he cap^ to 
Edinburgh, he made a point of calling in person on all the old 
llMies with whom he had been acqaaiiitecif in the days of his 
yi^nlton He jrnighl b^ seen g^ing about». and. dTttbiag up* to 
the fnoat aerifd haifiiacula of ancient ipaidens and widows ; and 
it is probable he gained more by this^ than he could have 
gwneti by a^thctet liny othelf thing, even in tiie good opinion 
of people who might Uiemselves be vainly dosiroua of hating 
an interview with the great statesman. 
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. in the; two Inner Housei^ as ^j^ are eaHed, 
(where taxises sr^ uftimately iiecsited hy the tMro 
gi«t rDivbion^ bf fhe Court;) dre placed Mahieit 
Mtfm (tftht mbst eminent per^dnfi tKat Aave ^'rer 
jpge aited orcfr the administratkm of justice in 
aeofland. In tin- hall of Vhe Seooiid Dl^ibh, 
beUnd thd cfadir of the Ldrd Justice iCIeilt, viho 
pnm^ vn that hendtt, is piaced the stsitu^ of 
Dun^ Forbes bf CdUoden ; and in a iiaSfkt 
litfaatlon, in thd First JMvisfon, that of the LoM 
Pteftdertt K^/ who died c^Iy a few years agbl 
^EhpatalNie of Otibdeh id by ^^ubMliae, and exe^ 
ratea^^fteiMih his usual style as toib HetOtli Mit 
liie earliest attitude 6f ihe Judge, stooping tdt- 
irard and c^ctendhig h& right hand, and'the noble 
dtaiaotor dfliist physiognomy, are sbfScient to 
fftdcem mkny of those defects which all mtist 
peredwe. The ether statue — ^that of ftlaif, ik 
anoOier work bf Chantry, and, I t)iink, a vastly 
a^^riac one to die Melville. The di«q»ery, in^ 
deed, is very fiioltiy^t is narrdW and seatity^ 
end appears- to cling •to the limbs like, the wet 
tiAlie^^f tiie Ven«8 AnadyotnMie. B«lt notliffi| 
can be grander than the attitude and whole ai^ 
of the £gurfe. The Judge is not represented a^ 
kilniiig ^wardl, and speaking wi^y eagemesi 
like Forbes, but as beiding his bead towards the 
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grofiiidi and folded in liw fitmoslf d^th of qtiet 
raeditttiail ; and this, I tMlik, shewft' the <xm^ 
eepdoii of a wwik gveat^ax^^-AanitheffrMfb^ 
laao. Theheaditeelfisoneoftiiefijoskaipnb 
thiiigi that either Kature^^cir W^rt has pMdiioed 
kai^niDdeMtiinesl Th^i<»i«lte«dik)to«aMy ^^ 
and sbapi^ iif a mbst heioicf style* of foeauty^ 
the nose- s]tfings -fiiMft its 'arck wiUi the firttttuM 
l«d breftflth 0f 'a genuine 'an4iqiie«-«4ber£|)tne 
flisraii.;t9fle1tier. and eoiopressed inni way that 
gp^es>4be.idieit of itttenseat a^straction^^ahA the 
Hrhokrhead is ftiebj that it mi^ iflmiirt he-pb^ 

tt^theinajesty 4>ftlii|t insiKkitalile teisoJ <l^vM 
man4&fi\A ckautnslQI^ce is; thst^mnkis. jdl/ii^ 
fideBds.be (ieoei?e.d) tiiestatnei in idl thetepoinli^ 
isj a most fidthfiil top|^^ the originali' ^ N<», to 
jodge ifrom the style ^iH- whith ^b&i "memosyi ef 
dieiaao l|»t^ken'Of by all with wbemloha^^ 
Gburirated'tin the t^ubject of bisi aifirits, mail dn# 
dhkd todivuht tbart:it tioay h^^ been se. ! Ha 
died«very«MKld^y> end in^thesame vraek widi 
liOid Jif eltftUev t wb» 'faiid^ <beeii thwagh lUfe 'his 
BKistdcarlurid intitnate finend ; and the sensation 
pnsdiitodaHaiinR^ Scotland by Hm tmo^&M xsk 
lainife)r,;is rqnresaited to have beai oi»e ^ th« 
llij^iivqfiKessive and awfiil.tliin^ iti. the WorM; 
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I«i regard *to tJie best intemsts of the Scottish 
nation, perhaps the JiiAgt might be eyen a great* 
er Urns ilitii the Statissman ; for there setaisix) be 
xiO' reason to donbt^ that he vra^ cut off nottfir 
ftom Ae eoitiitiekicement of a Judicial careesf^ 
whkh, if'it^faad^faeen 'coiilinued through isodb a: 
qme^frf'time iis'the er^imry eour^el of liatbm 
BBgfat haTe^p^misiMjf would haved6ne mom tat 
fei^md&ng the^ strtieture^ of the CHvil? Jttriidlplni^. 
dettte of ' Seotla^, than is Hkeljr t(> be aoosmt. 
pHsbed -under many isucoessive generatiDos of 
kdi extraordtnalrf men. : It would wppedx tts^if 
tiie whole of his dear aiid comorandhig int»Dfeot 
h«d been framed and tempered in such a ifay; 
aa to qualify him peculiariy and expready :fer 
ibeing what the Stagyrite has finely cdkd^arlii 
.;ving Equity *^— one of the happiest^ and perhapa 
,6ne of the na^st, of aU the cbmbimitiGiM df i)[ite4 
tal potvenv ^y ^ ^^^ ^^^1 patties, tiieroeFitiit 
of this g^eat man also were alike: ackndwledged* 
and his memory is at this mioment aiNfieibadrilt 
irererenee by iktrn alL jByea the kcmiest of hia 
now sunriyiipg pcditical opponents^ himMlfi^cnd 
of tiie greatest laWyem that Sootbnd ^evjarhaa 
produced, ifr said to hare contemplated tl»j ;ati^ 
^me ijrtei)e€;t of fflakr ivith a ied&ag of re^ 
apeetfubies^ not ^^pb akin to the comfooo cast 

3 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



42 I^ORIX PBSHBElfT JBLAIR. 

of bis disposition^ After hefrii^ t)}e Freodciajt 
pyerturn^ without an effort)^ m tbf; fo«rse.^.4 
few dear and ^ort sentences^ a whole loas^ ^ 
ingenious sophistry, whidi it had cost hiw«^ 
mudb labour tp erec^» af^ wl^c^ app^as^^ ^ b$ 
xcgarded as insuraumntable by aU Ihefrest ^It^ 
audience, this great Barrister is faid tp have aat 
fiar a few seconds, ruminating wilih miidf luittc^ 
jiess on the discomfiture of his cause"* and th^n to 
liave muttered between Im teeth, ^* My unw I 
Ck^ Almighty spared nae pains ifrin^nh^ uMde 
jour Inwds.^ Those that har^ 90m Mr Qtatt^ 
iwi know his peeuliaritiesy appredate Acyalif^ 
«£ tUa crxuplinieDEt;, and 4o |iat think the Jt^ 
49f it bteauaa of its coarsenessu 
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TO THE SAME* , 

- - . v.^ • , • <!■ r ■ i -t, ''^' .:•■■■. ■ , ' ' ' * ■' ' r » ,• ?-'•'' 

. ■ ' • •> w; ' ' • ":'.■■■'>.■ y ' •■•i* 

.1 ^E^;IEVB I XBp^t^ to you,: M the cloee 6f 
Hg^. h^ ;ktM!r» a .rax^k^ of- Mr Cl^k coneem- 
iflg^l^re^a^tiiPW?. Tfc^Mi:aerkii«p- 
yiKsstiopabl;^ at. the piije^est tk^e,^ the gveidest, 
9Ball^n9!^g^|Kyewho dem 
their appearances at tibe Scottish fiacr^ His face 
and figure attracted my particular attention, be- 
fore I had the least knowledge of his name, or 
susjHcion of his surpassing celebrity. He has» 
by some accident in infancy, been made lame in 
one of his limbs ; but he has notwithstanding 
every appearance of great bodily vigour and ac- 
tivity. 

I remember your instructions conca:Ding the 
Barristers of Scotland, and after having visited 
their Courts with great assiduity, during the 
greater part of my stay in this place, shall now 
proceed to draw you portraits of the most emi- 
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nent, as nearly as I can hit it, in the style you 
wish me to employ. I must begin with Mr Clerks 
for, by the unanimous consent of his brethren, 
and indeed of the whole of the profession^ he 
is the present Coryphaeus of the Bar— Jirrif con* 
mUtorum sui secuUfacU^ princeps. Others there 
are that surpass hiin in i( f^w particular points, 
both of learning and of practice ; but, on the 
whole, his superiority is entirely unrivalled and 
undisputed. Those who approach the nearest to 
him, are indeed so much his juniors, that he can-* 
not fail to have an immense ascendency over 
them, both from the actual advantages of his 
longer study and experience, and, without offence 
to him or them be it added, from the effects of 
their early admiration of him, while he was as 
yet far above their sphere. Do not suppose, 
however, that I mean to represent BXij part of the 
respect with which these gentlemen treat their 
senior, as the result of empty prejudice. Never 
was any man less of a quack than Mr Clerk ; 
th^ very essence of his character is scorn of orna- 
ment, and utter loathing of affectation. He is 
the plainest, the shrewdest, and the most sarcas- 
tic of men ; his sceptre owes the whole of its 
power to its weight — ^nothing to glitter. 

It is impossible to imagine a physiognomy 
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more expressive of the character of a great 
lawyer and barrister. The features are in them* 
selves good-^^^t least a painter would call them 
so } and the upper part of tibe profile has as fine 
lines as could be; wished. But then» how the 
Imbits of the mind hay^- stamped their traces 
on every part of the face ! What sharpness, what 
razor-like sharpness, has indented itself about 
the wrinkles of his €^e-lids| the eyes themselves 
so quick, so gray, such Vf&ers of scrutiny^ sucli 
exquisite serutiiiisiers^l^oYvt^y change their ex^ 
pression— it seems almost how they change their 
colour-^shifting from oontractedy concentrated 
blackness, throu|^ every shade of brown, blue^ 
^reen, and hazel, back into their own open^ 
gleaming gray again ! How they glisten into a 
smile of disdain ! — ^AristoUe says^that all laughter 
springs from emotions of oonsdous superiorly 
ty. — I never saw the Stagyrite so well illustrat- 
ed^ as in the smile of this gentleman. He seems 
to be aflB^ted with the most delightful and 
balmy feelings, by the contemplation of some soft- 
headed, prosing driveller, racking his poor brain, 
or bellowing his lungs out— all about something 
which he, the smiler, sees through so thorough- 
ly, so distinctly. Blunder follows blunder ; the 
mist thickens about the brain of the bewildered 
hammerer; and every plunge of the bog-trotter— 
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every de^mngH^ade of his eotiftision-^is at^ 
tested fey sdine m&pe eopLoiis infiisibn of Bardo- 
nie suavky,' into tlH^ honibk/ghasttjr/grfhiiihjg 
jjttMleoftheiiappyMtCleAi Hoiv hedftti^ktei 
dver the solemn «^o» "Mrhoto he hath faiAy got 
intd bis j>ower '! Wh*n he rises, at the cortdtesiori 
of^his display^ he seehis to collect himseirUke d 
late, above a covey' of partridge ; he is in Ino 
htfif Id c6me dowtt, btit hotds his vidtims 
* vrlth his glittering eye,** and snailes sweetlyi 
and yi?t more sweetly, the bitter assiirarice* of 
Uieir coming fate; then out he stretches his armi 
as the kite may his wing, ^nd dianging the sinilis 
by degrees into a frown, and drawing down his 
cye-brdws from their altitude among the wrmk-^ 
les of his forehead, and makfe^ thfem to Kah^ 
Hke fringes quite over his diminishing and 
brightening eyes, and minting a' tinc^e of 
deeper *sc6m in the wave of his lips, and pro^ 
jetetfiPig his ^in, ahd suffusing hSs idw^e 'ft 
wilh the very livery* of wrfeth, how Ife ^ouhcfer 
with a scream Upon his prey— -and, may the iMtd 
have mercy upon their unhappy souls! ' > • 

Bfe is so st!rre of himself, and te has the Happy 
knack of seeming to be so sure of '^s ^§e, thait 
the least appearance of ftbour/ or cohcem, or 
nicety of arrangement, or accuracy of expression, 
would take away from the imposing effect of his 
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iBvfen tlie greater of Ms oppcmients ^ as it were 
wbuked beliH'e Us gto6 of intolereble' derisioi). 
But pu^ess and scmnftil qs* he k, what a (3ia« 
^y df skilftiiness in the way of puttiafg Wb» 
statements; what commitnd of intellect in t^ 
stret^gth' widi which ht deals die irresisitibte 
Mows of his argiunents^-blows of all kindiB^JSft^ 
ber9^ ero0S"iuttociers, bmt most often and most' 
detigbtedly Aee^jTacerS'-'HAoppers.-^'* Ai^s dM ee^ 
tare wUm^. is his motto ; or rather^ ^ Um$ if^ 
TkOura e$tr foft where was there ever such atl 
insfonce of the certain sway of tact and expe- 
rience? It is truly a ddightfhl thing, to he a 
witness of this mighty intellectual glad!ator,scat* 
tering every thing before him,*like a king, upon 
Ins old accustdraed arena ; with an eye swift as 
Mghtningtd discover the unguarded ^pcknt of his 
adversary, and a hand steady as iron to direct his 
#eapon, and a mask of impenetrate stu£^ tl»t 
fhroi&rs.faack^ like a rock, the prying gaze that. 
Would dare to retaliate upon bb own lynx Jifce 
penetration — what a champi<Hi is here ! It is no 
wonder tbat every litigant in this <x>venantiii^ 
land, should have learned to look on it as a mere 
tempting of Providcfnce to omit retaining John 
Clerk. 
As might be expected from a man of his stand-^ 
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ing in ye&ps and in talent, this great &dyo(S^te, 
disdains to speak any other than the ladgaage of 
Im own CQuntry. 1 am not sarei indeed, bat 
there may be soole little tinge of affectation jn 
thj^ pertinacious adherence to both the words, 
and the music of his Doric dialect. However, 
as he has perfectly the aippearance and mannens 
of a gentleman, and even, every now and then, 
{fvheu it 80 Uk&s him), something of the air of the 
oourtier about him, — there is an impression quite 
the reverse of vulgarity produced by the mpd^ 
of faia speaking ; and, in this respect, he is eer«- 
tainly quite in.a different situat^cm from §ome of 
his younger brethren, who have not tlye excuse 
of age for the breadth of their utterance^ nor, 
what is perhaps of greater importanG^ the same 
truly antique style in it$ breadth. Of tJus^ indeed, 
I could not pretend to be a judge} but aotne 
of my friends assured me^ that nothing could 
be more marked than the difference between 
the Scotch of those who learned it sixty yeats 
ago, and that of this younger generaticm: These 
last, they observed, have few opportunities of 
bearing Scotch spoken, but among servants, &c 
so that there clings to all their own expressions, 
when the)'^ make use of the neglected dialect, a 
rich flavour of the hall, or the stable. Now, JVJr 
Clerk, who is a man of excellent &mily and 
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ftshion, spent allliis early years among ladies 
tmd gentlemen, who spoke nothing whatever 
but Scotch ; and even I could observe (or so, at 
least, I persuaded myself),' that his language had 
a certain cast of elegance, even in the utmost 
breadth. But the truth is,' that the matter of his 
orations is far too good to allow of much atteurr 
tion being paid to its manner ; and after a little 
time I scarcely remarked that he was speaking 
a dialect different from my own,' excepting 
when, scriewing his features into their utmost 
bitterness, or else relaxing them into their 
broadest glee, he launched forth some mysterious 
vernacularism of wrath or merriment, to the tei>- 
fold confusion or tenfold delight of those for' 
whosiB use it was intended. 

Ihad almost forgotten to mention, that this old 
barrister, who at the Bar has so mueh the air of 
having never thought of anything but his pro- 
fession, is, in fact, quite the reverse of a mere 
lalwyer. Like old Voet, who used to be so 
much laughed at by the Ley den jurisconsults 
for, his frequenting the town-hall in that city, 
(where there is, it seems, a very curious cdllec 
tion of paintings), Mr Clerk is a great connois 
seur in pictures, and devotes to them a very con ' 
siderable portion of his time. He is liot a niere 
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connoisseur, however, and, indeed, I suspect, car- 
rieeras much true knowledge of the art in i)i$ little 
finger, as tiie whole reporting committee of the 
Dilettanti Society of Edinburgh do in their h^d3. 
The truth is, that he is himself a capital artist, and 
had he given himself entirely to the art tie love^ 
so well, would have been, I have little doiibt, by 
far the greatest master Scodand ever has produ- 
ced. I went one day, by mere accident, into 
my tAenA John Ballaniyne's Salesroom, at the 
moment when that most cunning of all tempters 
had in his hand a little pen and ink sketch by 
Mr Clerk, drawn upon the outer page c£ a 
reclaiming petition — probably while some stu- 
pid opponent supposed himself to be uttering 
things highly worthy of Mr Clerk's undivided 
attention. I bought the scrap for a mere trifle ; 
but I assure you I value it very highly. I have 
shown it to Mrs , and Tom — — , and seve- 
ral others of my friends, and they all agree it is 
quite a b^au. The subject is Bathsheba, with 
her foot in the water. The David is inimitable. 
Mr Cl«:k is a mighty pateon of artists,, and has 
a splendid gallery of pictures in his oym posses- 
sion. But of it I shall perhaps have another op- 
portunity of speaking. His rajge for odllecting, 
however, is by no means confined to pictures. 
He has a stock of dogs, that would serve to keep 
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the whole population of a Mahometan city in 
dis^st^ and a perfect menagerie of the genus 
Felinum. If one goes to consult him in his 
own chambers, I am told he is usually to be 
found sitting with a huge black Tom cat on his 
shoulder, (like the black Poodle of Albertus 
Magnus,) and surrounded in every direction 
with familiars of the same species, but of lesser 
dimensions — 

— i-^'^ Spirits^ blacky white^ and grey." 

The great Tom, however, is the pet par ex- 
ceUence ; and I am told, Mr Clerk maintains a 
milch-cow exclusively or nominally for his use. 
Truly such a sanctuary, with such accompani* 
ments, might, I think, form a subject not un- 
worthy of his own masterly pencil. 

Upon the whole, this gentfeman at this mo- 
ment holds a place in the public estimation, 
little if anything inferior to the most celebrated 
men his country possesses even in this its age 
of wonders. That such eminence should be at- 
tained by a person of this profession in a coun- 
try situated as Scotland is, forms at once a very 
high compliment to the profession itself, and the 
most unequivocal proof of the masterly and com- 
manding power of the man's intellect. If I have 
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ever seen any conntenaiice which I should con- 
sider as the infallible index of originality and 
genius — such is the countenance of Mr Clerk ; 
and everything he says and does is in perfect 
harmony with its language. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



- There cannot be a greater contrast between 
any two individuals of eminent acquirements, 
than there is between Mr Clerk and the gentle- 
. man who ranks next to him at the Scottish Bar 
-^Mr Cranstoun. They mutually set off each 
'Other to great advantage ; they are rivals in no- 
' thing. Notwithstanding their total dissimilitude 
: in almost every respect, they are well nigh equal- 
ly admired by every one. I am much mistaken 
if anything could furnish a more unequivocal 
i testimony to the talents. of them :both. 
. :. It was my fortune to see Mr Cranstoun for the 
first time, as he rose to make his reply to^a fer- 
. vid, masculine, homely harangue of my old fa- 
.' vourite ; and I was never less disposed to receive 
favourably the claims, of a stranger upon my ad- 
iniration. '. There was something, however, about 
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the new speaker which would not permit me to 
refuse him my attention ; although, I confess, I 
could scarcely bring myself to listen to him with 
much gusto for several minutes. I felt, to use a 
simile in Mr Clerk's own way, like a person 
whose eyes have been dazzled with some strong, 
rich, luxuriant piece of the Dutch or Flemish 
school, and who cannot taste, in immediate tran- 
sition, the more pale, calm, correct gracefulness 
of an Italian Fresco ; nevertheless, the eyes be- 
come cool as they gaze, and the mind is gradual- 
ly yielded up to a less stimulant, but in the end 
a yet more captivating and soothing species of 
seduction. The pensive and pallid countenance, 
every delicate line of whidi seemed to breathe 
the very spirit of compact thoughtfulness^'^tbe 
mild, contemplative blue eyes^ with now and 
then a flash of irresistible fire in them-^the lips 
so full of precision and tastefuhiess, not perhaps 
without a dash of fastidiousness in the compres- 
sion of their curves — the gentle, ea6y^ bat finn 
and dignified air and attitude^-^every thing about 
him had its magic, and the charm was not long 
in winning me effectually into its circle. The 
stream of his discourse flowed on calmly and 
clearly ;. the voice itself was mellow, yet com- 
manding ; the pronunciation exact, but not pe- 
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dantidftfly so ; titke ideas rosd gi^ually out (xf 
6adi other, Itnd stemed to clothe themselves in 
the best find tnost accurate of phraseology, with- 
out the exertion of a single thought in its sdec« 
tion. The fiiscination was ere long complete; 
&nd, when he closed his speech, it seemed to me 
as if I had never before witnessed any specimen 
of the true ** melUflua majestas" of Quinctilian. 
The only defect in his manner of speakingi 
(and it is, after all, by no means a constant de* 
feot^) is a certain appearance of coldness, which» 
I suspect, is nearly inseparable from so much ac* 
curacy. Mr Cranstoun is a man of high birth and 
refined habits, and he has profited abundantly 
by all the means of education, which either his 
own, or the sister country can afford. His suc- 
cess in his profession was not early, (although 
never was any success so rapid, after it once had 
a beginning); and he spent, therefore, many 
years of his manhood in the exquisite intellectual 
enjoyments of an elegant scholar, before he had 
either inclination or occasion to devote hiAidelf 
entirely to the more repulsive studies of the law. 
It is no wonder, then,that,in spite of his contiilual 
practice, and of his great natural eloquence, the 
impression of these delightful years should have 
become too deep ever to be concealed from view ; 
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and that even in' the midst of the most l»illiant 
diisplays o£ his forensic ex^tion, there «hould 
iningfle .something in his air, which reminds us, 
that there Us ^^till another sphere, whei^ein his 
spirit .yrottld.bfet yet more.perfectly at home. To 
:ine/I mu^ Gdin&ss, akhbugh I am aware that 
you will 'laiigtb at meifar doing so^ there was al- 
ways preset, > while I listened to this accom- 
plished speaker, a certain feeling of pain.. I 
could^sca^dely ^hl^lp regretting, that he should 
haye tie^bn^e a hamster at aU. The lucid power 
of investigatttonr-^the depth of argument-^the 
richness of iUui»tral»on-^alL set forth and «sn- 
baimed iii such a stimft of beautifuland unaf- 
fe^t^d kiilg^a^y a{i)t)eared to me to be ahhost too 
prefcious foF 4he' purposes to which they were 
devoted^^even atthough, m this their devotion, 
thcfy Ware also ministering to my own delight. 
I could not help saying to myself, what a pity 
that he, who might have added a new name to 
the most splendid triumphs of his country— ^who 
might perhaps have been equal to any one as 
historian^ philosopher, or statesman, should have 
been induced, in the early and uidCDnscious dif- 
fiSenoe-of his genius, to give himself to a poro&s- 
'sion which can never afford any adequate remu- 
<neratM>n;i either for the talents which he hasrde- 
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voted to its service, or die^horiour which he has 
conferred upon its name. 
' Having this feeling, I of course could not 
join in the regret which I heard expressed by 
all my friends in Edinburgh, in consequence of 
a prevailing rumour^ that Mr Cranstoun intends 
ere long to withdraw himself from the pradice 
f^ his profession ; and yet I most perfectly sym* 
pathise in the feelings of those, who, themselves 
compelled to adhere to those toils from which 
he is enabled to shake himself free» are sorry to 
witness the removal of one, who was sufficient of 
himself alone to shed an air of grace and dignity 
over the whole profession — and almost, as It 
were, over all that belong to it. WeD, indeed, 
may they be excused for wishing to defer as 
long as possible the removal of such a brother. 
To use the old Greek proverb, which Pericles 
has applied on a more tragical, but not on a more 
fitting occasion — ^it is, indeed, " taking away the 
spring from their year." 

In the retreatof Mr CranstcHm, however, (should 
it really take place,) even these gentlemen, when 
they have leisure for a little more reflection, will 
probably see anything rather than a cause of re- 
gret. The mind which possesses within itself 
so many sources of delightful exertion, can never 

9 
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be likely to sink into the wretchedness of indo- 
lence ; and in whatever way its energies may be 
employed^ there can be no question that good 
fruit, and lasting, will be the issue. Whether he 
return to those early pursuits in which he once 
promised to do so much^ and of which, in the 
midst of his severer occupations, so many beau^ 
tiful glimpses have from time to time escaped 
him ; or whether he seek, in the retirement of 
his honourable ease, to reduce int6 an enduring 
form the product of his long assiduity in the 
study of his profession — ^whether he may prefer 
to take a high place in the literature, or the 
very highest in the jurisprudence of his country 
-^all will acknowledge that he has ** chosen a 
better part," than he could have ever obtained, 
by remaining in the dust and fever of a profes- 
sion, which must be almost as fatiguing to the 
body as it is to the mind. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



TO t99B BMMH^ 



1 HAYS akeady deseribed Mr Jeffirey's app^ar» 
a&ce to you so often^ that I need not say any 
thing in addition here, although it is in the Par* 
liament-House certainly that his features assume 
their most powerful expression, and that, upon 
the whole, the exterior of this remarkable man 
is seen to the greatest advantage* When not 
pleading in one or other of the Coortsi^, or before 
die Ordinary, be may commonly be seen stuid* 
ing in some corner, entertaining or entertained 
by such wit as suits the atmosphere of the placed ; 
but it is seldom thfit his occupations permit him 
to remain long in any such position. Ever and 
anon his lively conversation ia interrupted by 
some undertaker-faced Solicitor, or perhaps by 
some hot bustling Exquisite-clerk, who eomea 
to announce the opening of some new debate. 
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at which the presence of Mr Jeffrey is necessary ; 
and away he darts like lightning to the indica* 
ted region, cleaving his way through the sur- 
rounding crowd with irresistible alacrity; — the 
more clumsy or more grave doer that had set 
him in motion, vainly puffing and elbowing to 
keep close in his wake. A few seconds have 
scarcely elapsed, till you hear the sharp, shrilly 
but deep-toned trumpet of his voice, lifting it- 
self in some far-off comer, high over the discord- 
ant Babel that intervenes — period following (pe- 
riod in one unbroken chain of sound, as if its 
links had had no beginning, and were to have 
no end. 

. I have told you in a former letter, that hi« 
pronunciation is wretched — it is a mixture of 
provincial English, with undignified Scotch» 
altogether snappish and offensive, and whidbi 
would be quite sufficient to render the elocution 
of a more ordinary man utterly disgusting ; but 
the flow of his eloquence is so overpoweringiy 
rapid, so unweariedly energetic, so entirely un- 
like every other man's mode of speaking, that 
the pronunciation of the particular word3 is 
quite lost to one's view, in the midst of that 
continual. effort which is required, in order to 
m^e the understahding, even the ear of the lis- 
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tener, ke^ pace with the glowing velocity of 
the declamatioii^. Hia words come more pro^ 
fMely than Words ever came before, and yet it 
sterns as if they werie quite unable to follow, 
passibus equis^ the still more amazing speed of 
hia thought. You sit, while minute follows mi- 
nute uncounted and unheeded, in a state of pain- 
fill excitation, as if you were in a room over- , 
lighted with gas, or close Under the crash of a 
whcde pealing orchestra. 

This astonishing fluency and vivacity, if pos- 
sessed by a person of very inferior talents, might 
for a little be sufficient to create an illusion in 
his iavour ; and I have heard that such things 
have been. But the more you can, overcome the 
effect of Mr Jeffrey's dazzling rapidity, and con- 
centrate your attention on the ideas embodied 
with sudi supernatural facility, the greaterwillbe 
y^r admiration. It is impossible to conceive 
Ae existence of a more fertile, teeming intellect. 
The flood of his illustration seems to be at all 
titeesi rioting up to the very brim— ^yet he coin- 
niands and restrains it with equal strength and 
skill ; or, if it does boil over for a, moment, it 
spreads such a richness all around, that it. is im- 
possible to flad £tult with its extravagance. 
Surdy ncfver w^ such a luxuriant " copia fan- 
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di,** imited with 6o much terseness tf thought, 
afid briQiancjr of imagination, and managed i^tfa 
so much unconscious, ahnost instinctive ease. 
If he be not the most delightful, he is certainly 
1^ far the most wonderful of speakers. 

Like Cranstoun, this splendid rhetoridan was 
many years at the Bar, before his aocoess was at 
all proportioned to his talents. The reputation 
enjoyed by his B^eview, was both a friendly and 
a hostile thing to him a3 ^ barrister ; for it ex- 
cited universal attenticm to him whenever he 
made any appearance at the Bar, and yet it preu 
vented many people from soUdting him to un- 
dertake the conduct of their cases, by inspiring 
a sort of fear, that his other, and more delights 
iul, and better-rewarded pursuits, might perhaps 
prevent him from doing iuU justice to matters 
of every*day character^-the paltry disputes of 
traders, tod the mean tricks of attomies. All 
this, however, has been long since got over, and 
Jefl&ey is now higher than almost any of his bre- 
thren, in his general character of an advicieate, 
and deddedly above them all in more than one 
particular department of practice. The same 
powos which have enabled him to seize with so 
Arm a grasp the opinion of the public^ in regard 
to matters of tast^ and Mterature, give h^n^above 
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all, sway unrivalled over the minds of a jury. 
There cannot be a finer display of ingenuity, 
than his mode of addressing a set of plain con- 
scientious men, whom it is his business to bam- 
boozle. He does not indeed cfdl up, as some 
have dared to do, the majesty of sleeping pas- 
sions, to overawe the trembling indecision of 
judgment The magic he wields is not of the 
high cast, which makes the subject of its work- 
ing the conscious, yet willing slave of the sor- 
oerer. His is a more cunning* but quite as ef- 
feetual a species of tepopting* He flatters the 
vaniiy of men, by making them believe, that 
the best prdof o£ their own superiority will b^ 
their coming to the ^ondtti^oii which he haijf 
p^os^; and ihey submit with servile stupir 
dily, at the very moment that they are pluming 
tibemsejives on displaying the boldness and inde^ 
pendence of adventurous inteUect Jn< criminal 
trials, and in the newly*ettabtished Jury Cour^ 
for rivil cases, Mr Jeffrey is now coraptet^y lord 
of ^10 bspenditnt ; at iMflt, he has ^nly '' one biro* 
tiier fiear tlie throne/'^ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



64 



LETTER XXXV. 



TO THE SAME. 



The three gentlemen whom I have ahready 
described to you, stand together, at a considerable 
elevation, above all the rest of their brethren, 
chiefly because they possess each of them a union 
of powers and talents, that must be sought for 
separately, (and may be found iseparately)— else- 
where. There are, indeed, no persons at present at 
the Scottish Bar, who can pretend to be quite so 
great lawyers as Mr Clerk or Mr Cranstoun, but 
there are some who come so near to them in.th^s 
respect, that their inferiority would be much less 
observed or acknowledged, did they possess any 
of the extraordinary abilities in pleading displayed 
by those very remarkable men. And, in like man- 
lier, there are some others who speak so well, that 
they might easily take place with Mr Cranstoun 
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or Mr Jeffirey, 4id they bring with them any 
men^ui:^ ofleg^ knowledge, which miglit 9UfA^ 
a ixmpm^n with th^t of the formcov or iprer« 
they capable of rivalling that intvitivQ keenness 
of inteUect or of genius, whi^h suppU^, ao4 
more than supplies t;be want of ordiiiftry 4ru4^ 
gfry and ordinary information in the e^m of th^ 
latter. 

There ig one gentfemaq^ however^ whose infe 
riority of practice I am much at a loss to aecount 
for^ beoausi^ I und^s^d that he isi if npt a fyst- 
rate^ certainly a very eis;ceUei^t Uwyer, and I 
hav? myself seen and h^ard enough to be aUe to 
attest^ that as a plead^^ he isf, in mfiny respe^t^ 
of the v^ first order of eminence. His prap- 
tioe» however, }s also very considerable, and perr 
baps he is inferior in t^his respect, to his rivals 
only because it is impossible that Pfiore than 
three or four m^n should, at the same tijo^e^ hold 
first-rate practice at this 3^« He seems to have 
been oast by Nature in the happiest pf ^dl possi- 
ble nK>ulds» for the ordinary routine of bnsines$i, 
and withal to have received abundantly gifts 
that might qualify him for doing jiistice to many 
of the highest and noblest functions, whieh on^ 
of Ms profession can ever be caUed uppn to dis- 
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charge. Nay, great and splendid aiid multifk* 
rious as are the faculties of the three wonderful 
men of whom I have spoken to you, there are 
some things in which they are each and all of 
them totally and manifestly deficient, and it so 
happens that those very things are to be found 
in perfection in this Mr Henry Cockburn. This, 
however, is only adding to a difiiculty, which, as 
I have already said, I find myself unable ade- 
quately to resolve. 

It is, I think, a thousand pities that this gen- 
tleman should wear a wig in pleading ; for when 
he throws ofi^ that incumbrance, and appears in 
his natural shape, nothing can be finer than the 
form of his head. He is quite bald, and his is 
one of those foreheads, which, in spite of anti- 
quity, are the better for wanting hair. Full of 
the lines of discernment and acumen immediately 
above the eye-brows, and over these again of the 
marks of imagination and wit, his skull rises high- 
est of all in the region of veneration ; and this 
structure, I apprehend, coincides exactly as it 
should do with the peculiarities of his mind and 
temperament. His face also is one of a very strik- 
ing kind— pale and oval in its outline, having the 
nose perfectly aquiline, although not very large 
— the mouth rather wide, but, nevertheless, firm 
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and full of meaning — ^the eyes beautifully shaped, 
in colour of a rich dear brown, and capable of 
conveying a greater range of expression than al* 
most any I have seen. At first, one sees nothing 
(I mean when he wears his wig) but a counte- 
nance of great shrewdness, and ai pair of eyes i&at 
seem to be as keen as those of a falcon ; but it is 
delightful to observe, when he gets animated with 
the subject of his discourse, how this countenance 
vibrates into harmony with the feelings he would 
convey, and how these eyes, above all, lose every 
vestige of theh* sharpness of glance, and are made 
to soften into the broadest and sweetest smile of 
good humour, or kindle with bright beams, elo- 
quent to overflowing of deepest sympathy in all 
the nobler and more mysterious workings of the 
human heart. .It is when these last kinds of ex- 
pression reveal themsdves, that one feels wherein 
Mr Cockbum is superior to all his more celebrated 
rivals. Of all the great pleaders of the Scottish 
Bar, he is the only one who is capable of touching, 
with a bold and assured hand, the chords of feel- 
ing ; who can, by one plain word and one plain 
look, convey the whole soul of tenderness, or ap- 
peal, with the authority of a true prophet, to 
a yet higher class of feelings, which slumber in 
many bosoms, but are dead, I think, in none. - 

6 
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As every truly pathetic speaks must be, Mr 
Cbckbum is a homely speaker ; but he carries 
his hometiness to a length which I do not re- 
member lever to have heard any other truly great 
speaker venture upon. He uses the Scottish 
diaIect-*-always its music, and not unfrequent- 
ly its words*— quite as broadly as Mr Clerk, and 
perhaps, at first hearing, with rather more vuL 
garity of effect — tot he is a young man, and I 
have already hinted, that no young mail can speak 
Scotch with the same impunity as an old one. Ne- 
vertheless, I am sure, no man who has witnessed 
the effect which Mr Cockbum produces upon a 
Scottish Jury, would wish to see him alter any 
thing in his mode of addressing them* He is the 
best teller of a plain stwy I ever heard. He putt 
himself completely upon a level with those to 
whom he speaks ; he enters into all the fedings 
with which ordinary persons are likely to listen 
to the first statement from a partial mouth, and 
endeavours, with all his might, to destroy the 
impression of distrustfulness, which he wc^ 
knows he has to encounter. He utters no wwd 
which he is not perfectly certain his hearers un- 
derstand, and he points out no inference before 
be has prepared the way for it, by making his 
hearers understand perfectly how he himself has 
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been broo^ to adopt it He put^ himiidif in tbe 
plACe of hin audience ; an obvious rule, no doubt ; 
but in practice, above all others, difficult, and 
which it requires the skill of a very master in the 
knowledge c^ human nature to fellow with pre- 
dsion. Instead of labouring, as most oratora do, 
to impress on the minds of his audience a high 
notion of his own powers and attainments—- this 
man seems to be anxicMis about nothing except 
to make them forget that he wears a gown, and 
to be satisfied that Uiey are listening to a person 
who thinks, feels, and judges, exactly Hke them- 
selves. He despises utterly the Ciceronian and 
I^daric maxim* 

It is not his ambition to be admired : he wishes 
only to be trusted He does not, by one word 
or gesture, show that he aspires to be reckoned a 
great man ; but it is plain, he would give the 
world they should believe him to be an honest 
one* And after he has been allowed to tell his 
story in his own way, fbr ten minutes, I would 
defy Diogenes himself to doubt it. 
.^His use pf Uie language, and his still more ex- 
quisite i^se of the images and allusions of com- 
mpn SfX)ttish life, must contribute in the most 
powerful manner to his success in this first great 
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object of all his rhetoric. There is aa air of 
broad and undisguised sincerity in the simple 
tones and energetic phrases he employs, which 
finds, its way like a charm to the very bottom of 
the hearts around him. He sees it painted in 
their beaming and expanding faces, and sees, and 
knows, and feels at once, that his eloquence is 
persuasive. Once so far victorious, he is thence- 
forth irresistible. He has established, an under- 
standing, betwe^i himself and his audience, a 
feeling, of fellowship and confidence of com- 
munion, which nothing can disturb. The electri- 
city of thought and of sentiment passes from his 
face to theirs, and thrills back again fi'om theirs 
to his. He has fairly come into contact ; he sees 
their breasts lie bare to his weapon, and he will 
make no thrust in vain. 

I heard him address a jury the other day in 
behalf of a criminal, and never did I so much 
admire the infallible tact of his homely elo- 
quence.' Ill the first part of his speech, he made 
use of nothing but the most pedestrian language, 
and the jokes with which he ihtersperi^, his 
statement were faniilidr eveii to codrsfeiiess,^^-* 
though the quamtness of his huttlb^Buls diction 
was more than fenoiigh to riede^* tftSt' def^ 
Nothing could ' i^urpass the cunhing * fekilF \Mith? 
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whid) he threw together drcumstanees apparent- 
ly (and essentially) remote, in order to make out 
a feasible story for his culprit, and for a time it 
seemed as if he had succeeded in making the 
jury see every thing with such eyes as he had been 
pleased to give them. But when he came upon 
one fact, which even his ingenuity could not var- 
nish, and which even their confidence could not 
be brought to pass over, there needed not a sin- 
gle word to let him see exactly in what situation 
he stood. He read their thoughts in their eyes, 
and turned the canvas with the touch of a ma- 
gician. Instead of continuing to press upon thdr 
unwilling understandings, he threw himself at 
once upon the open hearts whidi he had gained. 
The whole expression of his physiognomy was 
changed in an instant, and a sympathetic change 
fell softly and darkly upon every face that was 
turned to him. His baffled ingenuity, his detect- 
ed sophistry, all was forgotten in a moment. He 
had drawn more powerfiil arrows from his qui- 
ver, and he prepared to pierce with them whom he 
listed. Hj^ voice, wa^ no .longer clear and distinct, 
but broken and trembling — ^his look had lost its 
brightiiesi^ arid 'his a<!t&tiMe its finmiesi^. His 
lips quivet^€fd, atid his tongue faultered, and a 
large drop gathered slowly under his eyelids, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



7*2 MR HfiNfty COCKhtJE^. 

through \f hich the s#itntoittg ptrpi fthot ftiiiit 
and languid rays, that weii6 ttcrfe eloquent thati 
Words. 

And yet his M^ords, though they came lilowly, 
and fell heavily, were far better than dbquent. 
The criminal had been the son of respectable 
parents — and he was yet young — and he had no 
hope but in their mercy ; and well did his advo-^ 
Cate know what topics to press on men that were 
themselvens sons and fathers — ^and themselves 
conscious of Weaknesses and errors and trans- 
gressions. It was now that I felt, in all its p6^ 
tency, the intense propriety of the native dialect, 
in which he chose to deliver himself. The fedf- 
ings and sympathies which he wished to nourish 
—the reverend images whidi he wished to call 
lip in aid of his failing argument— w6uld have 
appeared weak and dim in comparison, had they 
been set forth in any other than the same speech 
to whose music the ears around him had been 
taught to thrill in infancy. The operation of 
translating them into a less familiar tongbe^ 
Would have chilled the fresh fervour of 

H«r simpleat thpugl^tfli ber supplest ite^^." 
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He knew thftt "* Miin's heart k m hdj thing," 
and had no ieat of o£fending by the simplicity of 
the words in which he clothed his WOTship. 



The pertoQ i^ainst whom Mr Cockbum is most 
frequency pitched in the Jury Court for diyil 
cases^ is Mr Jeffi*ey ; and after what I have said 
of both, you will easily bdieve that it is a very 
delightful thing to witness the different means by 
wfaidi these two most aocx>mplidied speakers en- 
deavour to attain the same ends. It is the wisest 
thing either of tiiem can do, to keep as wide as 
possible from the trade which Nature has point* 
ed out to the other, and both are in general so 
wise as to follow implicitly and exdusively her 
iiifidlible directicm> In the play of Ub wit, the 
hi^urianee of his imagination, the beauty of hia 
es^ession, Mr Jeffirey is as inuch beyond his ri-* 
vd, as^ the di^tfa of his Rasomng, and the ge-^ 
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nerai richness and commanding eneigy of his 
whole intellect In a case where the reason of 
his hearers alone is concerned, he has faeulties 
which enable him to seize from the beginning, 
and preserve to the end, a total and unquestioned 
superiority. There is no speaker in Britain that 
deals out his illustrations with so princel j a pro« 
fusion, or heaps upon every image and every 
thought, that springs from an indefatigable in- 
tellect, so lavish a garniture of most exquisite 
and most apposite language. There is ho man 
who generalizes with a tact so masterly as Jef- 
frey; no multiplicity of facts can distract or dazzle 
him for a moment ; he has a due that brings 
him safe and triumphant out of every labyrinth, 
and he walks in the darkest recesses of his detail, 
with the air and the confidence of oiie that is 
sure of his conclusion, and sees it already bright 
before him, while every thing is Chaos and Ere- 
bus to his bewildered attendants.^ The ddigfat 
whidi he communicates to his hearers, by the 
display of powers so extraordinary, is sufficient 
to make them rgoice in the confefeion of their 
own inferiority ; careless of the point to which 
his steps are' turned, they soon ^e- satisfied to 
gaze iipon his brightness, and be cohtesiited that 
such 4 star cannot lead thdm into darkness. A 
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piaiir matr^ wha for the fifst time is addrassed by 
him, expenences « kind of sensation to which, he 
has heretofwe been totally a stranger; It is like 
thecutting off the cataract from a blind man's eye» 
when the first gloiious deluge of light brings 
with it any tiling rather than distinctness, of vi- 
sion. He has no Insure to think of the merits of 
the case before him ; he is swallowed up in dumb 
overwhidlming wonder of the miraculous vehide^ 
in which one side of it is expounded. The rapi- 
dity with which word follows word, and image 
foUows image, and argument foUows argument, 
keeps his intellect panting in vain to keep up 
with the stream, and gives him no time to spe- 
culate on the. nature of the shpres along which 
he is whirled, or the point towards whiich he is 
earried; 

But when tbe object of all this iKreathldss won- 
der has made an ead. of sp^aking^ it is n^t to be 
doubted] idiat ai|4ain, sensible, and oonflcientious 
person, who knows that the sacred caust^ of jus<- 
tioe is; to be servod. or iiijui;ed. by ti^e, d^yvn 
which he hinpself tnust g^ve,, may very. na|;uj'ally 
expexienOe a very spfl^W. ail4> a very uqcQpiforta- 
bleireyiiJsi(ai(irf:J<iw$; w;Th»t(di«t|Wtoi^hWfielfi 
whidbtih^I*tt€M404^x»d^g?pwd^(upW Wpa.allthe 
wlule .he U$t€ned,» m^^y ;poi$r perh^ ^ve way, in 
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no inconsiderable measure, to dlBtnlst of the onu 
tor, whose winged words are yet ringing in ins 
adiingears. The swiftness of the career has been 
such, that he cannot, on reflection, gather anything 
more than a very vague and unsatis&etory idea 
cf the particular steps of his progress, and it is 
no wonder that he should pause a little before 
be dedde with himself, that there is no safer 
and surer issue to which he might have been 
conducted in some less brilliant vducle, and 
with scHne less extraordinary degree of speed* 
K<xr can anything be more likdy to affect the 
mind of a person pauinng and hesitatuig in tbis 
way, with a delightftd feeling of reficeshment and 
security, than the dmple, leisurdy, and unost^si^ 
tatious manner in whidi sudi a speaker as Mr 
Cockbum may commence an address which has 
for its object to produce a quite opposite hnpxes- 
sion. When he sees a &oe so full of apparent 
candour and simplidly, and hears accents of so 
homely 'a character, and is allowed time to pon* 
der over every particular statemcstit as it is made^ 
and ocmsider with himsdf how it lunges upon that 
which has preceded^ before he is called up<m to 
connect it with something Hiat is to IbQow— 4t is 
no wonder that he should feel as if he had re^ 
turned to his own home after'affi^t in apstra- 
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diixte, and open faimself to the new rhetorieiaii 
with some&ing of the rej^sing confidence due to 
am old and tried associate and adviser. 

As for causes in the Criminal Courts it herm 
mere argument is not all that is necessary, or 
such causes in the Jury Court as give occasion 
for any appeal to the feefings and aflfections*— I 
fifficy^ thore are few who have heard both of them 
that would not assign the palm to Mr Cockbum 
withtoutUiesmallest hesitation. Whether firom the 
natural caonstitution of Mr Jeffirey^smind, OTfrom 
the exercises and habits in which he has trained 
and estabfished its eneigies, it would seem as li 
he had himself Htile sympathy for ibe more sim- 
ple and imadorned workings of the affections ; 
and accordingly he has, and deserves to have, lit- 
tle success, when he attempts to command and 
controul those workings for purposes immediate- 
ly his own. I have never seen any man of ge- 
nius fail so miserably in any attempt, as he does 
whenever he strives to produce a pathetic effect 
by his eloquence. It is seen and felt in a mo- 
ment, that he is wandering from his own wide 
and fertile field of dominion, and every heart 
which he would invade, repells him with cold- 
ness. It is not by an artificial piling .together 
of beautiful words, and beautiful images, that 
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one can awe into subjection the rebellious pride 
of man's bosom. It is not by such dazzling 
spells as these, that a speaker or a writer can 
smite the rock, and 

<^ Wake the sacred source of sympathetic tears." 

Mr Jefi&ey is the Prince of Rhetoridans ; but 
Mr Cockbum, in every other respect greatly his 
inferior, is more fortunate here. ^ He is an Qra* 
tor, and the passions are the legitimate and wil^ 
ling subjects of his deeper sway. As the Stagy- 
rite woidd have expressed it, he has both the 
flT/w n^Mn and the ^ta€ ^aBrnxn ; but Mr Je£&ey 
has no pretensions to the possession of either. . 

P.M. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



Fae inferior to Mr Cockburn, or to any of the 
three gentlemen I first described, as a speaker,-— 
but far above Mr Cockbum, and far. above Mr 
Jeffirey, as a lawyer, is Mr James Moncrieff, with- 
out all doubt at this moment the most rising 
man at the Scottish Bar. This gentleman is sou 
to Sir Henry MoncriefF, a well-known leader of 
the Scottish Church, of whom I shall, perhaps, 
have occasion to speak at length hereaiter. He 
has a countenance full of the expression of quickr 
sightedness and logical power, and his voice and 
manner of delivering himself, are such as to add 
much to this the natural language of his coun- 
tenance. He speaks in a firm, harsh tone, and 
his phraseology aspires to no merit beyond that 
of closeness and precision. And yet, although 
entirely without display of imagination, and al- 
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though apparently scornful to excess of every 
merely ornamental part of the rhetorical art, it is 
singular that Mr Moncrieff should be not only 
a fervid and animated speaker, but infinitely 
more keen and fervid throughout the whole 
tenor of his discourse, and more given to as- 
sist his words by violence of gesture, than any 
of the more imaginative speakers whom I have 
already endeavoured to describe. When he ad- 
dresses a jury, he does not seem ever to think of 
attacking their feelings ; but he is detamined 
^md resolved, that he will omit no exertion 
which may enable him to.get the command over 
their reason. He plants himself before them in 
m attitude of open defiance ; he takes it for 
grantod that they ar$ againist him ; and he must, 
and will, nubdue tbem to his power* Wfaeinevw 
them is joom to lay a finger, he fixes a gr^- 
pUngriron^ and continues to tear and tug at every 
thing that opposes him, till the most stubborn 
«iid obstinate incredulity is glad to purchase re- 
pose by assenting to all he demailds. It cannot 
be said, that there is much pleasure to be had 
fiwn Ust^ing to this pleader ; but it is always 
on inspiriting thing to witness the exertion of 
great energies, and no man who is fond of ex- 
citement will complain <^ his entertainment. 
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His choleric demeanour gives a zest to the dry- 
ness of the discussions in which he is commonly 
to be found engaged. His unmusical voice has 
so much nerve and vigour in its discords, that 
after hearing it on several occasions, I began to 
relish the grating effect it produces upon the 
tympanum — ^as a child gets fond of pepper-corns, 
after two or three burnings of its mouth. And 
as acquired tastes are usually more strong than 
natural ones, I am not disposed to wonder. that 
Mr Moncrieff should have some admirers among 
the constant attendsuits upon the Scottish courts^ 
who think him by far the most agreeable speaker 
of all that address them. They may say of him, 
as my friend Charles Lloyd says of tobacco, 

" Roses-^violets — ^but toys 
For the smaller sort of boys — 
Or for greener damsels meant*- 
Thou art the only manly scent/' 

It is not, however, as a speaker, that Mr 
Moncrieff has his greatest game before him. Mr 
Clerk has past his grand climacteric ; and unless 
universal rumour say falsely, Mr Cranstoun is 
about to retire. There is no question, that when- 
ever either of these leaders is removed, his baton 
of command must come into the strenuous grasp 
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of Mr Moncrieff. Already he is a great and pro- 
found lawyer, so far as knowledge is concerned, 
and the natural energy of his intellect will by 
every-day's practice increase its power of throw- 
ing new light upon what is known to hiipself 
and to others. Moreover, in these Scottish 
Courts, a very great proportion of the most im- 
portant pleadings are carried on in writing, — a 
department in which Mr Moncrieff has few rivals 
at present, and in all probability will ere long 
have none. For it is not to be supposed, that 
pither Mr Jeffrey or Mr Cockbum, or any other 
barrister who possesses the more popular and 
fascinating kinds of elocution, will ever chuse 
to interfere, to any considerable extent, with a 
style of practice so much more laborious. It is 
quite evident, that Mr Moncrieff is within sight 
of the very summit of his profession ; and it does 
not seem as if there were any one lower down 
the hill, who might be likely, by any bold and 
sudden movement, to reach the post of honour 
before him. 

Another speaker of considerable note is Mr 
Murray, the same gentleman of whom I spoke 
as presiding at the Bums's Dinner last month. 
This barrister is in some respects so very near 
the point of excellence, that the first time one 
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hears him, one cinnot help wondering that bb 
sfaoaid not be more talked of th«n he il^. Of $31 
his brother advocates, trith the single exception 
of Mr Cran$toun,he has the most oourtly preseiioe 
and demeanour. His features are good) idthough 
not striking ; his smile has something very i^e*<- 
able in it ; and his gestures are as elegant as Ml* 
Cranstoun's, and infinitely more easy. WhM h6 
gets upon a sarcastic key, he keeps dallying witM 
it in a very light, loving, and gfacefbl manned 
and is altogether very much calculated for de^ 
lighting any popular audience in an ordinary cais^. 
As pleasantry,however,i8 his chi^f fdfte> it cannt)t 
be expected that he should attain through that 
alone to the first-rate eminence of favour and 
deputation, so long as he has to ^nt^r the lists 
with the far more pure and classical v«rit of Ml' 
Cranstoun, the more copious and brilliant wit ot 
Mr Jefl5-ey, and the more effectual, irresistible, 
sheer humour of Mr Clerk or Mr Cockbum. As 
for pathos, I hope he will never attempt it ; if 
he does adventure upon sudi an Icarian fligh);^ 
it will caiainly be, like his prototype, max diOu* 
rus nomma panto. . 

These are all that are ever in the present limfe 
talked of as great speakers at th^ Scottish Bat* 
At whatever corner of the Parliament*Hou86 
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you may happen to take your stand, you are al- 
most sure to be within hearing of one or other 
of them, or within the rush of listeners setting in 
towards the quarter where one or other of them 
is expected shortly to make his appearance. 
.There are several, however, who would very fain 
be supposed to belong to the same class with 
these, and some, no doubt, who may hereafter 
belong to it. Among the former, conspicuous 
^d loud, I found my old acquaintance Mr J. F. 
.Girant, for he has deserted Westminster-Hall, 
and resumed of late the advocate's gown he had 
worn here in the days of his youth ; chiefly, I am 
told, with an eye to the new Jury Court in ci- 
vil causes, where he expected his English prac- 
tice would be of great service to him. I do not 
discover, however, that his return to the Edin- 
burgh B^m:* has borne much resemblance either 

^' To a re-appearing star^ 
Or a glory from afar," 

His extravagant .vehemence of gesture, and his 
foaming cataract of words, seem to be regarded 
with rather a mortifying kind of indifference by 
the Juries ; and as for the Judges, nothing can 
be less likely to prove effective in demolishing 
their quiet and resolute defensiveness, than that 
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incessant crash of ill-directed artillery which is 
levelled against them by Mr Grant. He quite 
mis-calculates his elevation ; there is a most mis^ 
taken curve in his parabolas ; and the shot of 
this noisy engineer are all spent before they 
reach the point at which they are aimed. In 
short, Mr Grant is by no means listened to here 
in Edinburgh with the same attention which he 
is used to receive from the House of Commons ; 
so that the rule about lawyers making bad speak- 
ers in Parliament may be considered as exactly 
contradicted in this instance. Not that Mr 
Grant is a good speaker even in Parliament, 
but there he certainly is a useful one, and appa- 
rently an acceptable one. It would be too much 
for poor human nature to meet with equal suc- 
cess in every thing. But although I am no ad- 
mirer of Mr Granfs eloquence, I assure you I 
was very glad to meet once more with an old 
acquaintance, forwhose character, as a gentleman, 
no one can have a higher respect, and for whose 
^ood company over a bottle of good claret, no- 
tody can have a more sincere relish than myself. 
I spent a very pleasant evening with him yester- 
day at Mr J 's, where we talked over a thou- 
sand old Temple stories, and were as happy as 
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kings. He used to be continually about poor 
Tom BflDris's Chambers^ when be lived in Fig- 
tree* Court<^ won't say how many years ago. 

P. M. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Theke is another dasfr of Lawyers^ however, 
who have no ambition of rivalling the Cran- 
stouns and the Jeffreys — who walk in a totally 
diffluent course from them — and attaui in their 
own walk, if not to an equally splendid, oertaiii- 
ly to an almost as lucrative species of reputation. 
These are the dass of your plain, thorough«going, 
jog-trot Lawyers, who are seldom employed ih 
cases of the very highest importance, but whose 
sober, regular, business-like mannerof doing every- 
thing that is entrusted to them, procures for them 
an even, uninterrupted, unvarying life of well- 
paid labour. It is upon these men that the ordi- 
nary run of your common-place litigation scatters 
its constantly refreshing, but seldom brightening 
dew. The lungs of these men are employed, for 
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a certain number of hours every morning, in 
pleading, and every evening in dictating. With 
them, the intellectual mill-horse never stops a 
moment in his narrow round, unless it be to al- 
low time for eating, drinking, and sleeping. The 
natural attitude of these men, is that of labour- 
ing at a side-bar. Their heads do not feel com- 
fortable when their wigs are off. If they call for 
a glass of ale during dinner, they astound the 
lackey with a big phrase from the Style-book. 
If you c^rry one of them into the midst of the 
most magnificent s.cenery of INature, his thoughts 
will still tarry behind him within the narrow and 
dusty precincts of the Parliament-House of Edin- 
burgh. You shall see him pluck a Condescend- 
ence from his pocket, and con over its sprawling 
pages, although the grandest of mountains be 
behind, and the most beautiful of lakes before 
him. 

'* Bear witness^ many a pensive sigh 

Of thoughtful when he strays 

Alone upon Loch VeoFs heights, 
' Or by Loch Lomond's braes/' 

These are the true plodders of the profession— 
nothing can be more genuine than theu* obscure 
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devotiim — ^ they and the other slaves of the 
Lamp !*• 

During one of my eariiest visits to the Parlia- 
ment-House, when I was picking up from vari- 
ous quarters the first rudiments of that informa- 
tion which I have now been retailing for your 
benefit, an elderly lawyer, by name Mr Forsyth, 
was pointed out to me, I forget by whom, as 
stan^g at the head of this class. On talking 

over these matters with my friend Mr W , 

howev», I found reason to doubt whether this 
person might not be well entitled to take his 
place among those of a higher order, and the 
result of my own subsequent observation and 
diligent attendance on these Courts of Justice, 
has certainly been to confirm me in this notion 
of the matter. There is, indeed, something so 
very singular and characteristic in the whole ap- 
pearance of Mr Forsyth, that, even at first sight, 
I should scarcely have been persuaded, without 
some difficulty, to set him down as a mere 
ordinary drudge of his profession. I am so 
deeply imbued with the prejudices of a physiog- 
nomist and a craniologist, that I could not be 
easily brought to think there was nothing extra- 
ordinary in one on whom Nature had stamped 
so very peculiar a signet. 
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I have never seen a countenance that com- 
bined, in such a strange manner, originality of ex- 
pression with features of common-place forma- 
tion. His forehead is indeed massy and square, 
so far as it is seen ; but his wig comes so low 
down, as to conceal about the whole of its struc- 
ture. His nose is large and firm, but shaped 
without the least approach to one beautiful line. 
His mouth is of the widest, and rudely-fashioned; 
but whether he doses it entirely, or, what is 
naore common, holds it slightly open with a little 
twist to the leftj it is impossible to mistake its 
intense sagacity of expression, for the common- 
place archness of a mere practised dealer in liti- 
gation. His cheeks are ponderous, and look as 
if they had been cast in brass, and his chin pro- 
jects with an irresistible air of unguUibility. But 
the whole of this would be nothing without his 
eyes. The one of these is black as jet, and looks 
out clearly from among a tangled arid ever- 
twinkling web of wrinkles. The other is light 
in hue, and glimmers through a large and watery 
surface, contracted by no wrinkles — (the lids on 
that side being large, smooth, and oily) — ^gene- 
rally in a direction as opposite as possible from that 
which its more vivacious neighbour hiappens to 
be following for the moment. It has not, however. 
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the appearance of being blinds to one who views 
it disconnected from the other, and nothing, in- 
deed, can be more striking than the total differ- 
ence of eflfect which the countenance produces, 
aocording as it is viewed in sinistral or in dextral 
profile. On the one side, you have the large, 
glazed, grey eye, reflecting an air of unutterable 
innocence and suavity on all the features it seems 
to be illuminating. On the other, you have the 
small black iris, tipped in the centre with an un- 
quenchaUe dazzling flame, and throwing on 
every thing above and below it a lustre of acu- 
men, that Argus might have been proud to rival 
with all his ubiquity of glances. Such a face as 
this was never meant to be the index of any 
eommon mind. '^ Nihil inutile^ nihil vanum, nu 
hil supervacaneum in Naturft,'* as the Prince of 
English intellect has well expressed it. 

My firiend W— — infonns me, that the history 
of this gentleman has been no less peculiar than 
is his physiognomy. In his youth he was des- 
tined for the Kirk, and proceeded so far in that 
way as to be dubbed a licentiate, or preacher, 
which is the nearest approach in the Scottish 
Church to our deacon's orders. But — ^from causes; 
it is probable, of no uncommon nature, — ^lie soon 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



92 MR FORSYTH. 

became disgusted with the idea of the Presbyte- 
rian career, and determined to become an Advo- 
cate. In those days, however, that was not quite 
so easy a matter of attainment as it has i»nce 
come to be. The Advocates at that time were 
accustomed to exercise a discretionary right, of 
excluding from their Faculty whomsoever they 
chose to consider as unfit to enter — ^not merely 
on the score of learning or talent, (for, in regard 
to thes^ the pretence still lingers) — but, if it so 
pleased their fancy, on the score of want of birth, 
or status in society — a notion, the revival of 
which, if attempted now-a-days, would probably 
be scouted by a very triumphant majority of 
their body. What Mr Forsyth's birth might be 
I Hnow not ; but so it was^, that the admission of 
the young licentiate, against whose character no 
one could say one word, was opposed most stiffly 
in the Faculty meetings, and he did not succeed 
in his object till after repeated applications had 
testified the firmness of his purpose, and time 
had produced its proper effect, in making his 
opponents ashamed of contradicting it. 

He became an Advocate, therefore; and, by 
degrees, the same inflexible pertinacity of will 
which had procured his admission into the Fs^ 
culty, elevated him to a considerable share of 
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practice. Without making any one appearance 
that could ever be called splendid, and in the 
teeth of a great number of men that did make 
such appearances, Mr Forsyth was resolved that 
he should make a fortune at the Bar, and that 
was enough. From day to day, and from hour 
to hour, he was at his post. He came to the 
Court earlier than any one else, and he staid 
there later. His sagacious countenance was never 
amissing ; and they who saw that countenance 
perpetually before them, could not fail to read 
its meaning. Other men laboured by fits and 
starts, and always with a view to some particu- 
lar and immediate object of ambition ; this man 
laboured continually, because it was his prin- 
ciple and his belief that he could not be happy 
without labouring, and because he knew and 
felt that it was impossible a man of his talents 
should labour long without being appreciated 
and rewarded in the end. 

If he had no brief, he did not care for that 
w^ant, or allow himself to take advantage of any 
pretence for idleness. His strong intellect could 
no more do without work, than his robust body 
could subsist without food. If he had not 
enough to occupy him in the affairs of indivi- 
dual men, he had always the species, and its 

12 
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concerns, on which to exercise his strength. And 
at a time when nobody suspected him of pos- 
sessing either ambition or ability for anything 
more than the drudgery of his profession, he 
published a book on the Principles of Moral 
Science, coarse indeed in many of- its concep- 
tions, and coarse in its language, but overflow- 
ing everywhere with the marks of most in- 
tense observation, and most masculine original 
lity. From this time, the stamp of his intellect 
was ascertained, and those who had been most 
accustomed to speak slightingly of hihii found 
themselves compelled to confess his power. 

His natural want of high eloquence has prevent- 
ed him from being the rival of the great lawyers 
I have described, in their finest field ; and a cer-» 
tain impatience of all ornament, has prevented 
him ftom rivalling them in writing. Neither, as 
I am informed, has he ever been able to pene- 
trate into the depths of legal arguments with the 
same clear felicity which some of those remark- 
able men have displayed. But he has been will* 
ing to task the vigour of an Herculean under- 
standing to a species of work which these men 
would have thought thetnselves entitled to de- 
spise, and to slur over, if it did come into their 
hands, with comparative inattention ; and it is 
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thus that his fc»1;une has been made. He can- 
not do what some of his brethren can do ; but 
whatever he can do, he will do. While they re- 
serve the full exertion of their fine energies for oc- 
casions that catch their fancy, and promise op- 
portunity of extraordinary display, he allows his 
fancy to have nothing to say in the matter ; and 
display is a thing of which he never dreams. 
He has not the magical sword that will shiver 
steel, nor the magical shield that will dazzle an 
advancing foe into blindness ; but he is clothed 
tap-a-pee in harness of proof, and he has his mace 
always in his hand. He is contented to be ran- 
ged with the ordinary class of champions ; but 
they who meet him, feel that his vigour might 
well entitle him to exchange thrusts with their 
superiors. 

It would surely argue a very strange degree 
of obstinacy, to deny that all this speaks of an 
intellect of no ordinary cast. There is no walk 
of exertion which may not be dignified ; and I 
imagine it is not often that such a walk as that 
of Mr Forsyth has found such an intellect as his 
willing to adorn it. 
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There are still several of the Scottish Advo- 
cates whom I ought to describe to you ; but I 
reserve them, and their peculiarities, for matter 
of oral communication. My object was, in the 
mean time, to give you some general notion of 
those who at present make the most <;onspicuous 
figure among an order of men whose name is fa- 
miliar to you, and celebrated everywhere, but 
of which very little is, in general, known accu- 
rately by such as have not personally visited the 
scene of their exertions. I suppose I have al- 
ready said enough to convince you that the high 
reputaticm enjoyed by the Scottish jurisconsults 
is far from being an unmerited reputati<>n ; and 
that, taking the size and population of the coun- 
try into view, Scotland has at least as much rea- 
son to be proud of her Bar as any country in 
Europe, 



P.M. 
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TO THE SAME* 



Till within these few years, it was the cusr 
torn for tljie whole of the Judges of whom the 
Court of Session is composed, to sit together 
upon the same bench, and Scottish litigants had 
thus the advantage of submitting their causes to 
the joint decision of a much greatei* number of 
arbiters than those of England ever had to do 
with. The. enormous increase of litigation, how- 
ever, which resulted from the extended popula* 
tion, and, above all, from the extended com- 
merce of Scotland, joined, perhaps, with suffi- 
cient experience that this multitude of counsel- 
lors brought disadvantages, as well as advanta- 
ges along with it, gave rise to a separation of the 
Civil Court into two Divisions, each of whid^ 
now exercises the full powers formerly vested in 
the whole body ; the Lord President of the Ses- 
sion retaining his place as President of the Firsts 
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and ^e Lord JuitdcerCLerk (who acts also, as Ims 
title denotes, as head of the Criminal Cpurt^ be« 
ing Pi^esident of the Second of these Divisions. 
From Jill that I can hear, this arrangement has 
bo^ productive of the happiest effect^ ; an in- 
fipiteiy greater, quantity of business being jpf 
course disQussed, and no business whatever being 
Um thoroughly, or less satisfactorily discussed, 
thm when each individual case was at once, as 
the popular phrase ran, ^^ ta'en be/bre the 2^- 
kern.'' 

The nature of the causes with which these 
^wo courts have been chiefly occupied since 1 
begaOQ to attend their sittings, has be^i such, 
that 9Jlthough I have had great amusement in 
hoaj^g the particular sides of many ^questions 
$et forth to the best advantage, by the ingenuity 
of the particular pleaders, there has b^n much 
fess to amuse me, a stranger to the technicalities 
of the. Scottish. law, in the jnore concise and 
ipore abi^truse disquisitions wherein the several 
Judges have delivered their opinions conceroing 
lliejeg^. merits of the arguments employed in 
9iy:hearing. The eMejyial appearance of the 
Courts, however. Is abundantly di^ified ^and 
impresiive ; au4 without being able to under- 
stand miost c^what was delivered from.the Bench, 
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I have heard mote .than ehouglr to satisfy; nfte 
that there is no Wtot of tatlent in the Judges who 
take the prindpd direction and^ coiidtac^ of :ldM 
l>usiness brought before them* The i^sideiit 
of the Second Division^ in particular^ seemft flo 
bef possessed ojf all the discernment tmd diKgendfe 
which it is pleasing to see a Judge disph^ ; a^d 
lie |K)Ssesse9» moreover, all that dignity of {We* 
setice and demeanour, which is scarcely iett nd-^ 
cessary, and wliich is infinitely moBe hire^ kttbMe 
to whom the high duties of siich statlolis art'en^ 
trusted. In his other Court, (the Criminal^ 6f 
Justiciary Court, of which also I hare witnessed 
aeveral sittings,) I could better understand whkt 
was going forward, and' better apprediate the 
qualities by which this etninent Judge la uili^ar^i' 
sally acknowledged to confer honour npoti liist 
function* ' \ 

In his Division of the CtVii Court, one d€ hi4 
most respected assessors is Lord Robertam, iMitt 
to the great historian ; nor oouldl seei Witlioivt a 
Very peculiar interest, the son <)f slioli^'itsiin oc« 
GUpyiAg aiid adorning sucli a situMioi^^invtfaer 
midst of a pdople iu^ whose minds l^i^naMe vfiut 
be associated with so many fi^efings of gifatiiiide 
aiid^ admiratien. It is p^rhaps^^ the'^^fill«lt wnA 
most precious 6f all lihe reWfli*dsr whieb a>ixlanro^ 
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virtue and genius receives, from the nation ti 
whose service his virtue and his genius have 
ministered, that he estaUishes f^r his children a 
true and laftj spedes of nohiliiy in the eyes of 
that people, and secures for all tikek^ exertions^ 
(however these may differ in species fiom . bis 
own,) a watchful and a partial attention from 
generations long subsequent to that on w^idi 
the first and immediate lustre of his own reputed 
tton and his own presence may have been ie« 
fleeted. The truth is, that a great national au^ 
thor connects himself for ever with all the hetJbat 
part of his nation, by the ties of an intelleetual 
kinsmaiiship,-^ties which, in his own age^ am 
scarcely less powerful than those of the kinsman^ 
ship of blood, and which, instead of evaporating 
and beipg forgotten in the course of a few gene-^ 
rations, as the bonds of blood must inevitably 
be, are only rivetted the faster by every year 
that passes over them. It is not possible to iman 
fine that any lineal descendant of Shakespeare, 
or Milton, or Locke, or Clarendon, or a»y^<^neof 
the great authors of England, should have bcn^e,' 
ihthe jNresent day, the name of his illustrious j^io^ 
genitor, #nd seen himself, and his great name^^ 
Irested with neglect by bis countrymen. Th€F 
son of such a man as the Historian (^Scotland, ia 
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w^: cfii€itled to share in tihese honourable fe^ 
ings of hereditary attachment among theped)[4« 
of Scotland ;*— and be does share in tihem. S)Ten 
to me» I must confess it afforded a very g^uind 
dblif^U to be allowed to contemplate liie £^ 
tdreii of tJie father, as reflected and preserved in 
the Uving features of his son. A more carelesi? 
dimt^ef would not» perhaps, be able to trace any 
Y^ry striking resemblance between the face of 
hmd Robertson and the common portraits cf th? 
historian ; but I cpuld easily do so. In those of 
the prints which represait him at an early pe* 
TW^oilm life^ the physiognomy of Robertson is 
not seen to its best advantage. There is, indeed^ 
an mx of calmness and tastefulness even in themi 
which cannot be Ofv^looked or mistaken ; but i^ 
i»*iB those later portraits which give the ^tnr^ 
a^F they had been divested of their fulness 
and smoothness of outline, and filled with the 
deeper lines of age and comparative exteaua* 
tlon^ that one traces, with most ease and satis- 
faction, the image of genius, and the impress of 
reflection. And it is to those last portrdts that 
I could perceive the strongest likeness in the 
g/^B/^rsl aspect of the Judge, — ^bul^ most of all, 
in J)is grey and over*hanging eye-brows; m/^ 
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eye$, eloquent equally of sagacity of intellect, 
tfi!4 g$nt1eDps« of temper. 

In the other revision of the Court, I yester- 
day hearcl» without exception, the finest piece of 
judicial eloquence delivered in the finest pos^ble 
way by the Lord President Hope. The requi- 
sites fw this kind of eloquence are of cpurse to-^ 
taUy ^ifierent from those of accomplished barris^ 
terahip-^andltlHnk they are in the present clever 
age infinitely more uncommon. When possessed 
in the degree of perfection in which this Judge 
possei^es them^ they are calculated assuredly to 
produce a yet nobler species of eflPect, than even 
ihe Unest display of the eloquence of the Bar 
ever can command. They produce this effect 
tbe more powerfully, because there are compara* 
tivdiy very few occasions on which they can be 
erii^d upon to attempt producing it ; but be^ 
sides this adventitious circumstance^ they are es^ 
aentially higher in their quality^ and the feelings 
vthietk they excite are prc^rtionally deep« in 
their whole character and complexion. 

I cc»|ife&s I was struck with the whole scene^ 
thfe more because I had not heard anything which 
mig^ have prepared me to expect a scene of so 
much interest or a display of so much power. 
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Bdlit ift jnoposable, that tfae'presence and ak* of 
any Judge should grad^ the judgm^hrt seat ifaoie 
than those of the Lord Prtsidi^nt did upon ;thk. 
occasion. When I entered, the Gotott "wiw com* 
pletely crowded in every part of it6 ai-ea «id 
gaDeriesi^ and eten the avendes and* steps of 4;he 
Bench were covered with persons who could not . 
find accommodation for sitting. I looked to the 
Bar, naturally expecting to see it fifl^ with 
some of the most favourite Advoicates ; but Was 
astonished to perceive, that not one gentletiaan , 
In a gown was there, and, indeed, that tiie "Whcde 
of the first row, commonly occupied l^ tte bar- 
risters, wds entirely deserted. An air of iAteiise 
expectatioh, notwithstanding, was stamped upon 
all the innumerable faces around me, 'and ftoin 
the direction in which most of theni were tanv- 
ed, i soon gathered that the eloquence thcfy tiAd 
come to hear, was to proceed 'fix>iih the Bench. 
The Judges, when I looked towards them, beid 
none of those huge jiiles of x>aper8 befoi^ tiian. 
with which their desk is uisually ^ver^ iaiall 
its breadth, and in all iis kngth. - Ilif^tl^^ did 
they appear to be occupiM amoi% t^Nnnl^lves 
with" arranging the order hr subdClitice of opi- 
nions about to be delivered; £«^ Jtt^e sat . 
' in silence, wrapt up in Kin^^^but <;ilm, and 
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Ivitfc the air of sharing in the genera} eocfiedkalioik 
of the audienoe, rather than that of meditating 
on anything which he himself might be abmit 
to utter. In the oountenanoe of the President 
Uone» I fancied I could perceive the workings 
of iihxious thought. He leaned back in his chair i 
his byes were cast downwards; and his face 
se^m^d to be covered with a deadly paleness^ 
#hich I had never before seen its mascuUtte and 
Qomtaahding lines exhibit 

At length he lifted up his eyes, and at a i%* 
fttl from his hand, a man clad respectably in 
blafek kt)se from the second row of seats behind 
Ike Bar. I could not at first see his face ; but 
dBmn his air, I perceived at once that he was 
Aeite in the capacity of an offender. A minute 
« more elapsed before a word was said, and I 
lieard it whispered behind me, that he was a 
itrelUknown solicitor or agent of the Courts who 
liad been detected in some piece of mean chi- 
oanery, and I comprehended that the President 
iras about to rebuke him for his transgression. 
A painful struggle of feelings seemed to keep 
tb^ Judge silent, after he had put himself into 
the attitude of speaking, and the silence in the 
Court was as profound as midnight — ^but at last, 
after olie or two ineffectual attempts, he seemed 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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he ndmed the tnkn brfore him in a tone, tliit 
mude niy pulse quiver, and every dheek around 
Bile grow pale. 

Another pause followed-^and then, all at once^ 
1h^ &6e of the Judge iyecAxne flushed all ovist 
#ith crimson, and he began to roll out the sen^ 
tences of his rebuke with a fervour of indigna* 
lion, tliat mbde me wonda* by what emotions 
the torrent could have been so long withheld 
frmn flowing. His voice is the most hollow and 
sbnorous I ever heard, and its grave wrath filled 
tie whole circuit of the walls around, thrilling 
lind jAercing every nerve of every ear, like the 
neai* echo of an earthquake. The trumpet-note 
of an organ does not peal through the vaults of 
ft x^thedral with half so deep a majesty ; and I 
thought within myself that the offence must 
indeed be great, which could deserve to caH 
down upon any head, such a palsying sweep of 
terrors. It is impossible I should convey to you 
any idea of the power of this awful voice ; but, 
never till I myself heard it, did I appreciate the 
juM meaning of Dante, where he says, " Mven 
in the ttilderne^s, the Lion toiU tremble, if he hears 
ih^ ihice of a Just ManJ' 

Had either the sentiments or the language of 



, Digitized by LjOOQIC 



tlie J^idj^ beQiiH^tJiijer tl»«to, woiftdjr dfaftiph. ci^ycv 
JHifh, .t)|#ip is^na question that the effect of it9 
nnjtuifil pQt^ftcy wwli.soop. h^ye ^med, »^^y. 
But what sentiments can be more yiroi;tby of |)oiv 
^noypitp^ energy £rpm .the gifan^t music of^.^a- 
tw^ than thpsft with which an upright apd ge^ 
iM^usiSoul conteosiplateS) from its j^levjatioii p^ 
purity, the black and loathsome ma^es of the 
tpijtgle^ web of deceit ? The paltry caifl.tfSf j^hat 
sl^Qod before him, must have felt hini^lf top 
mudi honoured, in attracting even indignation 
from one so far^kbove his misera))le spher^^. With 
such feelings, and such a voice, it was impossiUe 
tbat the rebuke he utter^ should not.hayebeai 
. an eloquent rebuke. £ut even the language in 
; whifsh the rebuke was clothed, would have been 
tno^gh, of itself alone, to beat into a|:oms the last 
lingering reed of self-complacency, on which dei- 
tgeted meanness might have endeavoured to 
prop up the, hour and agony of its humiliation. 
M^ns e^ id quodfacit disertvm ; and whatever 
harrowing words the haughtiness of insulted 
virtue, the scorn of honour, the coldness of di*- 
daiki, the bitterness of pity, might supply, cfa^e 
ready, as flashes from a bursting thunder-dou^, 
to scatter ten-fold disnaay upon this poor wi^tdi, 
and make his flesh and his spirit cr^p chill 
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eye was fascinated by the glance that kiUbllmB^' 
and ftc^ durst not 'look fiir 'a moment *frdia the 
&ce of 'his chastiser. He did look* for^ a *mo* 
m^rit ; at* one tenrifaie word he looked wiUJif 
rouM, 216 if to sedc for some whi^ierrof frotitU^' 
tioii, or some den of shdter. But^ het found 
none. And even after the rebuke was at an 
end, he stood like the statue of Fear, froken in 
the same attitude of immoveable desertedness* 



This Judge was formerly President of the 
Criminal Court ; and after being present at this 
scene, I have no difficulty in believing what I 
hear from every one, that, in pronouncing sen- 
tence, he far surpassed every Judge whom the 
present time has witnessed, or of whom any 
memory survives. Had any gcme before him, 
his equal in the " terrible, graces*" of judidal 
eloquence, it is not possible that he should soon 
have been forgotten. Feelings such as this man 
possesses, when expressed as he expresses them, 
produce aii effect, of whidi it is not easy to say 
whether the impression may be likely to abide 
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h/Dgfat in Hie hok6mso£ ttie good, dr in Ihtiafc bi 
tbeirieked. 

As I oaikie awajr through ihfi «dwcU I beted 
a fAei anxicmt«iooking old man, who* I doubt 
nbt^lwd a 4»ii6e in Court, winder to bimself-^ 
'^£kid be thanked-^^there^s one true G&KTL]tMAl)r 
atthfii h0i4 of tliemidl/' 



RM- 
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TO THE SAME. 



I 0AVE endeayQure4 to gire ypu aome potion 
of tte present state of the Bar and Bench pf 
Scotland — and I have done so, it m^y be, at 
greater length than yoa were pr^ared to ^Ji^ 
pect. The individuals whom I have pourtrayed 
are all, howevert men of strong and peculiar in- 
teQectual eoaforuuU;ion ; and ther^Ebr^ withwit 
taking their station or functions ioto yiew» the|: 
eannot be unworthy of detaining, as indindrnK 
some connda^ble portion of a traveUer's atfeWY 
tton. In our age, when so mudi oil is powed 
upMi the whole siu£u)e of the ocean of lift^ tind 
one's eye can» lot the most part, see nothing bu^ 
tiie smoothness and the flatness of vmSasn^^ 
it is a most refreshing thing to come upon wwi 
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sequestered bay, mhi^ tke hgesken stili i^mb&l 
along the sands, and leap up against the irock» 
as they used to da I fear, timt ere long sxiofa 
luxury will be rarar even in Sootland thaft it 
now is ; and« indeed, from all I hear^ notbipg; 
can be more distinet and remarkable than. t|»e 
decreiu»e in the quxmtuvh of it, which has occur^ 
red within the memory even of persons of mjr 
own time of life. The peci|]i#rities, which ap* 
pear to me so strong and singular in the present 
worthies of the Parliament-House, are treated ' 
wiA-iiifinife disdain by my friend W— -^ i>r 
i&itainple, who ridicules them acs being pnly the 
Ifist feeble gleanings of a field, which he himsidf 
ramembers to have* seen bending benealh.tlu^ 
Ited cfits origt^sl fertility^ .... 

' >3%e Bench of forider days^' be repreft^ts 4o 
lurre been a glorioua faarvcfist of chsmeter/andJber 
explores its preset condition^ a^ with scsircdy 
more than a ftngle €»£oeption, one of i]^ter:andf 
desdhlte bttrenness. He^hhnself remembers. the 
Levd Jortice C^rk Macq^ieen of Braxfield,4a9d 
lie assures me^ that, slnee^ hia deaths the wfaxJe 
eactetioF of judicial d^ortment has be^^ quite 
ai)serad^-*»4ffid I verily, believe he thinks it Ims 
beett' altered fer tiie worse, although. tiie» are 
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Stw df hUr bpxiksm, ptobablj, m whi<^. be w 
Ao^ ilhgiil^ 43iah hi ihis: Over the mdntie* 
plS^e of hh study^ he has a vefry Sane print of 
this tA&Jxxdgis, in his full fobes of ofike^ which 
his seldom looks at without taking oceasioR to 
introduce some strange grotesque anecdote of ite 
origihal. If the resemblance of the pictured be 
isiistt, as he says it is, old Braxfield must indeed 
ftave beeh a person, whom nobody could for an 
instant suppose to bfe one of the ordinary itice 
of HioHals. His face is bt'oad, and the Whole ef 
its muscles appear to be firm and ponderous in 
tbeir texture-^ydu Cannot suppose that such 
Were ever nourished upon kickshaws— they haVe 
dbviously bcH*rowed their substance from a stints 
less regimen of beef, brandy, and claret; His 
nose is set well into his forehead, as if Nature, 
!n ttakiilg him, had determined to grudgeciio 
expenditure of bone. His moifth wears a giin 
of intfSkUe sagacity, deriidonv and coarse utieon- 
tr^llable humour, all mingled with a copieas'd^ 
hywance of s^suality. He must have had* a 
tiiOfifc tyranniea! cpitotity dfWiU, to judg^^fniin 
1^ way in whidi the wig sits on the top of his 
head ; and netiiiii^, iiMleed,'can be moreespfies- 
sire of determined resolution than die -glaiiee of 
his light eyes beneath their pent-house brows, 

4 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



U% ^ACatJSSK P¥ BEAXFPI4)* 

idthougjh fi^m the style in which they ave u^ 
oqe sees that they must have hem accustpinecl 
to foU ^bout^ Jmtfi 4;han the eyes of stedfast and 
giasculiii^ xfi&k are eommonly used to do. I 
lihotild thiiik it impossible &at any joke coul4 
h»ve ^^m too coarse for this man's digestion { 
hft i)iust have experienced sensatiions of paradir 
m^ deligbt in reading Swift's description ci 
ilffi dalUanqe. j^tw^en GrMUlver and GhimdaU 
lilit^^ 'Evm thfeYj^ioos neighing by the riveri^ 
fi^; jncivst have b^^n <x>ntempl^ted by jtom wi^h 
fJle most ^nmingl€|d syayity>-rlt is, by the way, 
flfltrange enough thing, how many of our great 
3SQglish authcMTs seem to batve united, the utmost 
aotivity and shrewdness of intellect, and oom^ 
imiindiiig thprough-^oi^g pertinacity ojfcharact^, 
with an intolerable relish for all the coarser :kind§ 
of jests. The breed of such n}cn was continue 
uninterruptedly from Echard to. Swift and his 
brethren, and from Swift to Warburton aB4 
his brethren. These were all churchmen ; had 
Biaxfield been in the church, he must have beei^ 
an author, and I doubt not he would have 
caught the £dling mantle. I should like to siee 
a portrait of the Cardinal, for whoiie ediftc;ittioi|i 
Poggio compiled his Facetw ; I dare say, there 
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nrast be a fbndly likeness bef wtoi it and this of 
Braxfickl. 

In the days, tvhen the strong talents of tirif' 
origRial gave him a great asoendency over the 
whde of bis brethren of the coif, and a still 
greater over the gie^ntlemen of the Bar, with many 
of ^hom he lived on terms of the most perfect 
ftmilkrity — tixe style of private life generally 
adoj^ted by the principal Judges and Advocates, 
and the style in whii^h the public intercourse;, 
between these two sets of worthies was carried 
on, were both, as might be conjectured, as rer 
mote as possible from the decorum at present in 
&shion« Not that there was in either any licence 
productive of seriously bad effects to the people 
of the 43ouhtry, but there certainly must have 
been something as different as possible from any^ 
thing that has been witnessed in our English 
Courts of Law for these many centuries past 
Braxfield was very fond of cards and of daret; 
and it was no very unusual thing to see him 
take his seat upon the Bendi, and son^e of his 
friends take their's at the Bar, within not a great 
many mkmtes of the termination of some t^« 
varn-scene of common devotion to either of these 
$musQ[Bents: I have never faeard* that any i»? 

VOI*. II. H 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



114 UACVOMMH OV BBAXFIEUI. 

ce8ws oomniittod hy Bmxfield had the lewt 
power to disturb him in his use of his fhodtaes ; 
bat it is not to be supposed^ that all Us asso- 
ciatea had heads as rtrmg as his, nop to be won* 
dened at» although many extraerdinarf thkigs 
nk$^ have ocecored on sueh trjriog oocammsL I 
have h(eard of an ildv0cate ooming to the Vbm* 
liement^IIouae fiesh from the tavam, with eae 
stodring white and the oA^ bla^k, and insisting 
wpcm addressing the Judges^ exactly as ten mW 
nutes before he had been addressing the ehaiiw 
raanofhisddbaudh. Oneyettivingisssudtohaife 
namtained a stout battle on eneoeeasion with the 
kte President Dundas, (father to Lofd Melville*^ 
whp refused to listen to him when he made faii 
i^peanmee in this eendition. The ilieek given 
to him seemed to have the effect qf imaaediat^ 
Nstwing him to the possession of some mmety 
of ^ fteullies ; and^ without being able to obtain 
iMie glimpse of the true reason whieh made the 
Judge reluet^Qt to listen, or the true nature <^ 
Ae oause eti wMch he ooneeived himself aatitkd 
to Apatiate^ he oommeiK^ed a long and most 
eloquent harangue upon the dignity of <he Fa^ 
eulty of Ad^poeates, ending with a formal pro- 
test ^lainst the manner in which he had bean 
used, 4nd intanpersing every paragraph with 
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eopions repeHtion ci these words^^*" It is oinr 
duty and our privilege to speak, my Lord ; ai^ 
it is your duty and your privilege to hear.** An-^ 
dUier Advocate, also yet livii^, is said, in a si* 
milar state of haziness, to haTe finrgotten ftv 
liHiich party, in a particular cause, he bad bat« 
retained ; and, to the unutterable amazeoiant of 
tiie agent that had fee'd him, and the absolute 
horror of the poor client behind, to have uttawd 
a loi^ and fervent speech exactly in the teeth of 
Hke intere^ he had been hired to defend. Such 
w«i the zeal of his doquence, that no whispered 
remonstxanoe from the rear,— ^no tugging at his 
vlbow, oould stop him in medh gurgite dkendL 
But just as he was about to ut down, the trem- 
Uing writer pat a slip of paper into his hands, 
with these plain words,—*' You have (ded for 
the wrong party ;" whereupon, with an air of 
inihiite composure, he resumed the thread of his 
oration, saying,— '* Such, my Lord, is the state- 
ment whidi you will probably hear from my 
brother on the oppoMte side of this case* I shall 
now beg leave, in a very few words, to shew 
your Lordship how utterly untaiable are the 
principles, and how distorted are the fiictSi upon 
which this very specious statraunt haa proceed- 
ed.'* And so he went caiee more over ^ same 
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ground, and did not take his seat till he had most 
energetically refuted himself from, one end of his 
former pleading to another. 
: Theratce, however, of Judges, Advocates, and, 
of coutse, of Clients, among whom such thitigs 
passed witlu)ut remark or reproach, is now fast 
expiring. In spite of the authority of Black* 
stone, it seems to be generally believed now-a- 
days, that no man will study a point of law the 
better for drinking a bottle of port while he 
is engaged at his work. The uniform gravity 
of the Bench has communicated a suitaUe gra- 
vity tq the Bar, — the greater number of the prac- 
titioners at the Bar having, indeed, necessarily 
very much dhninished the familiarity with which 
the Bench and the Bar were of old accustomed 
to treat each other ; while the general change 
that has every where occurr(pd in the mode of 
life, has almost entirely done away with thatfii- 
shion of high conviviality in ;»ivate, for whidi, 
of old, the members of the legal j^rbfession in 
this place were celebrated to a proverb. In short, 
it seems as if the business of all parties w^renow 
regarded in a much more serious jjoint of view 
than formerly, and as if the practice, of the Bar- 
risters, in particular, were every day getting 
more and more into a situation similar to that in 
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which the practice of their soutiiern brefiiren has 
kmg been,-^a situation which, as you weU knovr, 
admits of veiy little of sueh indulgences as these 
old Scotch Advocates seem to have considered 
quite in the light of indispensables. 

There is still, however, one Judge upon the 
bench whom W — — has a pleasure in bidding 
me look at, because in him, he assures me, may 
still be seen a genuine relic of the old school of 
Scottish Lawyers, and Scottish Judges. This 
old gentleman, who takes his title from an 
estate called Hermand, is of the Ayrshire family 
of the Fergusons of Kilkerran ; the same &mily 
of whicli mention is frequently made in Bums's 
Poeixis, oiie of whose ancestors, indeed, was the 
original winner of the celebrated *' Whistle of 
Worth," about which the famous song was writ- 
ten. 



Three joyouB good fellows^ with hearts dear of flaw ; 
Craigdarrqchy so famous for wit^ worthy and law ; 
And trusty Clenriddel^ so skill'd in old coins ; 
And gallant Sir Bxibert, deep read in old wines. 

Craigdarroch began^ with a tongue smooth as oil, 
Desiring Glenriddel to yield up the spoil ; 
Or else he would muster the heads of the cUn> 
And once more in daret, try which was the man. 

&a ice, in a strain equally delectable. 
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HeisnoW) I suppose, witk ont eYtsfption» tke 
senior Judge of the whok Court, for I see h6 sits 
immediately on the 1^ hand dfthe PrekideAt in 
the First Division. There is something so ve^ 
striking in his appearance, that. I wonder I did 
not take notioe of it in an earlier letter. His ftee 
is quite thin and extenuated, and be has lost 
most of his teeth ; but instead of taking away 
ftom the vivacity of his countenance, these vety 
circumstances seem to me to have given it a d^ 
gree of power, and fireof expression, which I haVe 
very rarely seen rivalled in the ooutitenance of 
any young man whatever. The absence of the 
teeth has planted lines of furrows about the low^ 
er part of his fiice, which convey an idea of di6« 
termmation, and penetration too^ that is not to 
be resisted ; and the thin covering of fle^ upoii 
the bones of his dieeks, only gives additional ef* 
feet to the fine, fresh, and healthful complexion 
which these still exhibit As for his eyes, they 
are among the most powerful I have seen. 
While in a musidg attitude, he keepist lus eye- 
lids well over them, and they peep out with a 
swimming sort of languor ; but the moment he 
begins to q^eak, they dilate, and become fUfl of 
animation, each grey iris Astshing as keenly as a 
flint. His fonebead is Mi of wrinkles, and hii 
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eye-brows are luxuriant ; and his voice has a hol- 
low depth of tone about it, which all furnish a 
fine relief to the hot and choleric style in which 
he expresses himself, and, indeed, to the very 
lively way in which he seems to regard every 
circumstance of every case that is brought be- 
fore him. Although very hasty and impatient 
at times in his temper and demeanour, and hot 
over-scrupulous in regard to the limits of some 
of his sarcasms, this old Judge is a prodigious fa- 
vourite with all classes who frequent the Courts, 
and, above all, with the Advocates, at whose ex- 
pense most of his spleen effervesces. He is a ca- 
pital lawyer, and he is the very soul of honour ; 
^and the goodness of his warm heart is so well 
understood, that not only is no offence taken 
with anything he says, but every new sarcasm 
he utters endears him more, even to the sufferer. 
As for the younger members of the profession, 
— ^when he goes a circuit, you may be sure, in 
whatever direction he moves, to meet with an 
extraordinary array of them in the train of Lord 
Hermand, His innocent peculiarities of manner 
afford an agreeable diversity to the surface of the 
causes carried on under his auspices, while the 
shrewdness and diligence of his intellect com- 

12 
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pletely provide for the safety of their essential 
merits. And then, when the business of the 
Court is over, he is the very " prince of good-, 
fellows, and king of old men ;" and you are well, 
aware what high delight all young men take iu 
the company of their seniors, when these are 
pleased to enter, hondjidey into the spirit of their 
convivialities. He has an infinite fund of dry, 
caustic, original humour; and, in addition to 
this, he cannot fail to possess an endless store of 
anecdotes ; so that it is no wonder his company 
should be so fascinating to the young juriscon- 
sults. In him they are no doubt too happy to 
have an opportunity of seeing a noble living 
specimen of a very fine old school, which has 
now left little behind it but the tradition of its 
virtues, and its talents, and its pleasantries ; — a 
school, the departure of many of whose peculiar- 
ities was perhaps rendered necessary in a great 
measure by the spirit of the age, but of which it 
may be suspected not a little has been allowed to 
expire, which might have been better worth pre- 
serving than much that has come in its place. It 

is not, I assure yoii, from W alone that I 

hear lamentations over the decay of this antique 
spirit. It is sighed over by many^that witnessed 
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its manifestations ere they had yet come to be 
rare, and will long be remembered with perhaps 
still greater affection by those who have seen the 
last of its relics ii> the person of this accompli^ 
ed gentljeman a^d exQelletit judge. 

There would be no end of it, were I to begin 
telling you anecdotes about Lord Hermand. I 
hear a new one every day ; for he alcme furnishes 
half the materials of conversation to the young 
groupes of stove-school wits, of which I have 
already said a word or two in describing the 
OuterrHouse. There is one, however, which I 
must venture upon. When Guy Manp^iiqg 
came out, the Judge was so much delighted 
with the picture of the life of the old Scottidb 
lawyers in that most charming novel, that he 
could talk of nothing els? but Fleydelli Dandie, 
and the High Jinks, for many weeks. He u$u- 
aljly carried one volume of the book about wi^h 
him, and one morning, on the bepgh* bis love 
for it SQ completely got the better of him, that 
he lugged in the subject, head and shoulder^,, 
into the midst of a speech ^bout 3ome most dry, 
point of law — ^nay, getting warmer every m9-» 
ment he spoke of it, he at last feirly plui^ked tk^. 
volume from his pocket, and, in spite of all the 
remonstrances of all his brethren, insii^ited upo|i 
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reading aloud the whole passage for their edifica- 
tion. He went through the task with his wont- 
ed vivacity, gave great effect to every speech, 
and most appropriate expression to every joke ; 
and when it was done, I suppose the Court would 
have no difficulty in confessing that they had 
very seldom been so well entertained. During 
the whole scene, MrW ^^^ S ^^^ was present, 
seated, indeed, in his ofiicial capacity, close un- 
der the Judge. 

Like almost all the old Scottish lawyers. Lord 
Hermand is no less keen in farming than in law, 
and in the enjoyment of good company. For- 
merly it was looked upon as quite inconsistent 
with the proper character of an Advocate, to say 
nothing of a Judge, to want some piece of land, 
the superintendence of the cultivation of which 
might afford an agreeable, no less than profitable 
relaxation, fi-om the toils of the profession. In 
those days, it was understood that every lawyer 
spent the Saturday and Sunday of every week 
in the milder part of the year, not in Edinburgh, 
but at his farm, or villa; — and the way they 
went about this was sufficiently characteristic. 
In order that no time might be lost in town af- 
ter the business of the Court on Saturday, the 
lawyers had established themselves in the pri- 
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tikge ctf gbing tp tli6 Farliaita«nt^II6uae, on* 
that qioitting, in a styk of dress, Wbidi must 
iMVe afibrded a most picturesque oontrest to tbe 
strictly legal costume of full-dress black suhsi in 
whldi, at tiuit time^ they made their appesfatioe 
there otk the other mornings of the week. They 
retiained their gowbs and wigs, but every oth^ 
part of their equipment was in the very extreme 
of opposition to the Usual integuments worn in 
ooikipany with these-^riding-coats of all the 
qsul^did hues, not then as now abandoived to 
livtty<4ervants, bright mazarine blue, pea-green^ 
dtiitnmers* ydlow, &c. &c., but always buckskin 
breeches, and top-boots and spurs. The steeds 
to be forthwith mounted by these embryo cava» 
liers, were ftieantime drawn up in regular lines 
or drdei^, under the direction of serving-men 
and cadie6 in the Parlianient-Clos6 ; and no soon- 
er did the Judges kave tbe bench, than the! 
whole squadron got rid of thar incumbrances, 
Mid Were off in a twinkling — some to their own 
estates—others to the estates of thebr friends—* 
but evtty.one to some place or other out of 
Edinburgh. Although all this parade has long 
since dropt into disuse and oblivion, the passion 
for farming has by no means deserted its hold of 
the Scotch lawyers. Among many othnv, as I 
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have said/ Lord Hermand keeps up the old spirit 
with in&dte zeal. It is not now in the power 
of professicmal people to leave Edinbui^h at the 
end of ev6ry week ; but the moment any sessk>n 
of the Court is over, and a few weeks of inters 
Qussion are put in his power, he quits the city 
on the instant, and buries himself among hisi 
woods, and com-iields, and cattle, tUl necessity 
compells him once more to exchange these for 
tl^e " pulvis, strepitusque Romae/' !Even in the 
city, there is in his dress and gait, a great deal 
that marks his Lordship's rural attachments and 
habits. His stockings are always of the true 
farmer's sort, with broad stripes alternately of 
blacl^ aqd white worsted*— and his shoes are 
evidently intended for harder work than pacing 
the smooth granite of the streets of Edinburgh, 
I confess that my eye lingers with very singular 
delight, eveiji upon these little traits in the ap- 
pearanee of one, that nxay well be considered, 
and therefore cannot fail to be honoui^ed, as the 
last representetiye of so line a class. 

P.M. 
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TO THE SAME* 



I THINK you will allow me no inconsiderable 
share of credit for the cordial manner in which 
r have lauded the excellencies of the Scottish 
Barristers, wh^ti I tell you, that those whom I 
have particularly described to you, are each and 
all of them Whigs— most of them fery^it, nay, 
bigotted Whigs, or, as Dr Pan^ would, say, 
XinyetT»r9i. T^T will It diminish the merits of my 
liberality, when I inform you, that the fri^tid> 
under whose auspices my inspection of Ediur 
burgh has been chiefly conducted, so far fix)m 
regarding these eminent men with the same im- 
partial eye of which I have made use, has well 
nigh persuaded himself intq, a thorough convic- 
tion, that tifeir talents and attainments are most 
extravagantly over-rated in comm<m (^mR>n ; 
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and has, moreover, omitted no opportunity of 
detracting from them in private, when he may 
have heard roe expatiate upon their praises. 
There are only two exceptions to this — Mr 
Cranstoun and Mr Jeffrey. The former lie 
cannot help admiring and loving for the beauti- 
fully classical style of his eloquence, and, indeed, 
of all his attainments ; but I think it forms no 
small ingredient both in his love and admiration 
thatMrCranstoun happens to be spnmg fix)m one 
of the greatest of the old Border families, and so, 
it may be supposed, to have been nourished in 
infancy, with the same milk of romantic and 
ehivalrous tradition, of which he himself imbibed 
so largely then, and with the influences of whi<^ 
even now his whole character and conversation 
are saturated and overflowing; for I have al- 
ready said enough to satisfy you, that few men 
can quote the words of the poet with more pro- 
priety than Mr W— 

'< The Boy is Fatber of Um Mao, 
And I could wish my days to be 
Lbked each to each in natural piety." 

In regard to Jef&ey , his mode of thinking may 
periiaps iqypear something s^ more pecufiar. 
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In Ae fint plaet^ indeed, the taJents of tUi m- 
markable man aie of sudi an wder, that it is 
quite impossible a man of such talents as Mr 
W«— — should not admire them. T^e dirac- 
tien whkh has been given to these great talents, 
is a thing winch W— — - oontemphites, and has 
long contemplated, ^sdore in sorrow than in 
anger."* While nobody cm more abominate tiie 
scope and tend^icy of the Edinboigh Review, 
than he does, he is very far from being one of 
(hose who extend the feeling of aversiim due to 
the wcffk, from it to its principal oondnetor, oi^ 
indeed, who feel any difficulty in sympatUzing 
with some part, at least, of those early fediv^ 
and drcumstances, to which, in aU probability, 
the wOTst things in the eamhiet of this celel^si^ 
ted Journal may be traced. He understands too 
mwh of poor human nature, to be an inexorable 
Judge of the fellings of a man, whose gcfiend 
power of intdlect, and general rectitude of feel- 
ing and principle, he cannot but aeknovrtedge. 
At times, it is true, on sogse new piece of pffo^ 
vocation, his temper deserts him for a moment ; 
but he soon recovers his tranquUlity, and, in 
common, the tone wherein he speaks oi Mr 
Jeffiey, is assuredly mere neaily akin to that ot 
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affeetionbte tegiet, thm to tbat-of iitopatieni 
^loei^fiur.less of settled avemdn iai4 didike. 

In truths Mr W ■■ ' g views of Jiterature aw 
^ so lai^^ a Ipnd, and he has so mucb accustom- 
,ed faimseif to trtee the connectioii wfaScb sub- 
sists bitween the manifestatidiis of mkid hi on^ 
age, md those in ages preceding and foUowin^ 
that it. would be a very inconsistent thing, wer^ 
he io tsoncmtrate any overwhelming poilion of 
the wrath excited in his breast by any particukr 
diradion of intellectual forces, upon the head Of 
iiny individual author whatever. Besides, wete 
he ixiclined to heap the coals of his vengeance 
upon any one head, on account of the turn which 
Jiteiscy and political criticism has taken in our 
days, most assuredly it would be on no living 
head that he would think of laying sudi a bur- 
den. He regards the Scotch philosc^h^rs of 
the present day, and among, or abote the itesi; 
Mr. Jeffrey and the Edinburgh Reviewers, v 
the legitimate progeny of the sceptical philo- 
aophers of the last age ; apd although he is fiy^ 
from having any sympathy with the feelings 
whish the whole style -^f that philosophy iQosjt 
•emioenily and powerfully tends to nourish, h? 
catmot ibr a moment permit himself tp li(y a); 
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the door of any qne individual, a larger share iif 
the cpmmotia blarney thal^ in atrict^ and yet iif 
coaipj:ehevi$ive juatioe, be thinks that individual 
ought to sustain. There is only one point c£ 
view in which Mr W— r— is accustomed to talk 
of Mr Jefifrey, as having initiated a had and de^ 
structive. species of .mental ex^ftion amoi% hif 
countrymen> or^ at Ifsast, as having so far assk^ 
ed the natural tendency towards some such spe^ 
ci^9 as to have mented, in no incQn8ida*able 
measure^ the dispraise, both present and future; 
with which the initiator of apy sueh speoes must 
of necessity lay his account. > 

One of the ^eatest curses of a sceptical phi« 
lo^c^hy, is that by leaving no object upon which 
the disinterested affections may exercise thenw 
selves, it is apt to cause the minds of mankind 
to be too exclusively t^en up about the paltry 
gratifications of the peirscmal feelings. When 
the true om^unents of our nature are forgotten. 
Pride and Vanity must becoipe the arbiters o£ 
humaii Iif?. AU those periods of history, which 
are looked back upon as the most splendid, were 
tiiines when imn cared most about principles, 
an4 le^st about themselves ; but when there are 
po longer any earnest notions about what is to^ 

; VOL, lU I 
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be loved or inspected, even the puUic thraiselves 
become iiifbof ed wiUi the delirium of wishing to 
despise every things and literature is mmie to as- 
sume a tone of petulanoe^ which correspapds 
with this absurd and paltry passion, exactly in 
the same proportion in which it does vioknoe 
to all the nobler thoughts and mwe delightful 
feelings, for whose nourishment the divine field 
of Hterature was originally intended by the great 
Author of our being. It is chiefly in having 
led the way in giving this direction to the Griti** 
cism, and through that to the whole literature 
of our day, that Mr W feels himself con- 
strained to regard Mr Jeffrey as having been the 
enemy of his country, and as meriting, in all 
succeeding generations, the displeasure of hi^- 
minded and generous Englishmen. 

A man of genius, like Mr Jeffrey, must, indeed, 
have found it an easy matter to succeed in gv 
ving this turn to the public mind, among a people 
where all are readers, and so few are seholars, as 
is the case here in Scotland. Endowed by na- 
ture with a keen talent for sarcasm, nothing 
could be more easy for him than to fasten, with 
destructive effect of non-ehalance, upon a woA 
which had perhaps been composed witk much 
earnestness of thought- on the part of the authoK| 
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tuad ii«4tk a uort imdare anxietjr after abstracit 
truths either of reasoning or of feeling. Theel^ 
jedt of the eritie, however, is by no means to ais- 
sbt those, dHk) read his critical lucubrations, to 
enter with mare &oility, or with better prepara- 
tioiif into die thoughts, or feelings, or truths 
which his author endeavours to inculcate or-if- 
lustrate. His object is merely to make tihe au- 
tiior look foolish ; and he prostitutes his own 
fine talents, to enable the common herd of his 
readers to suppose themselves looking down 
from the vantage-ground of superior intdlect, 
upon the poor, blundering, deluded poet or phi- 
losopher, who is the subject of review. It is a 
pitiable thing to contemplate the extent to which 
these evil fashions have been introduced among 
us, and I have no doubt that their introduction 
has been far more owing to the prostitution of 
tiK exquisite talents of Mr Jeffrey, than to any 
one cause whatever — ^neither do I at all doubt, 
after what I have seen of Scotland, that the 
l^ywer of the unholy spells has been fkr greatest 
and ftr most eifectual in the immediate centre 
of their i^g. It k {»t>bable, I think, that if Mr 
Jefi):^ were at last to tiirow aside his diaracter 
of Reviewer, and come before the worid in a vo- 
lume iffied witii continuous thovgfate, and con- 
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tinuous feelings/ originating in his own tnind, 
he woald find that the public he has so well 
trained, would be very apt to turn upon him- 
self, and think themselves called upon to laugb, 
more solito, even at Mr Jeffrey himself, when dc^ 
priyed of the blue and yellow panoply under 
which they have for so many years been wont 
to regard his blows as irresiiStible, and himself as 
invulnerable. ; 

The most vulgar blockhead who takes up and 
reads an article in the Edinburgh Review, ima* 
gines for the time that he himself is quizzing 
the man of genius, whose labours are there sport* 
ed with. His opaque features are illuminated 
with triumph, and, holding the Journal fast in 
his hand, he pursues his fantastic victory to the 
last extremities. Month after month, or quarter 
after quarter, this most airy species of gratifica* 
tion is renewed, tiU, by long habit, our block- 
head at last becomes hondjide satisfied and con- 
vinced, that he is quite superior to anything the 
age can produce. Now and then, to be sure, 
some passing event or circumstance may dart a 
momentary disturbance into the sanctuary of his 
self-complacency ; but this will only make hiuL 
long the more fervently for the next number of 
the Review, to convince him that he was all in 
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the right^-^to rekindle the fluttering lamp of his 
vanity/ and make the sanctum sanctarvm of his 
conceit as bright a thing as ever. In the mean 
time, to talk in the plain way the subject de- 
serves, whatever share of understanding or feel- 
ing has been allowed him by nature, remains to- 
tally uncultivated in the mind of this reader of 
lleviews, and the faculties of his mind are abso- 
lutely lost and sunk in one blind brute wish to 
see everything levelled before his self-love. Of 
-all human passions, that of vulgar and envious 
insolence is the one which least requires to be 
pampered and stimulated. It has been the mo- 
ving principle in all the most. disgusting sceneis 
.recorded in history. Caligula could not bear to 
see a man of a handsome person, or with a fine 
head of hair, in the Circus, or in the streets, and 
^nerally ordered such persons to be taken away 
and disfigured. During the direst periods of 
the French Revolution, the self-love of the peo- 
ple had been gratified with the downfall of so 
many kinds of distinction, that at last it grew to 
be a blind, infuriate, ungovernable impulse, 
which could not remain quiet, while atly indi- 
vidual yet retained iqualities which raised him 
abdve the multitude. Every spedes of merit 
was sure to be brought to the block, or hoisted 
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up to the lanterns, in this night of heaty. The 
uad and ferocioua scepticism also, which then 
'prarailed, was only the principle of envy in dit- 
^ise. It was enry whi^h sought to extinguiidi 
4^etj distinction between truth and falsehood, 
for fear it should be proved that any one thing 
was more excellent than any other. AU/Was to 
-be redneed to one dead level of uncertainty, and 
it was ilKbaral to consider a Greenlander as a ksa 
elegant or civilized person than an Ettropean. 
Such is the enthui^asni of the principle of popih 
kr self4ove, when stimulated by a. long series of 
indulgendes, and pushed to the last extremity of 
its sloliiful and unwieldy Inxuriousness. Iliat 
^any man of genius should ever thoughtlessly <Mr 
wanto«i]y minista* to it in literature^ most be a 
iouroe of the utmost sorrow and regret to every 
one who has a k>ve, and a love of intelligence^ 
for those qualities whidi most distinguish man 
Amn the brutes. Such a love (in spite ctf^'all Ins 
cmany little prgudices and peculiarities,) glown 
w> where with a more fervent flame tluui in the 
breast oi Mr W-^^-*-^ ; and such are t&e soirow^ 
ittl feelings with whidi he is accuiitomed to con- 
template the mam sin, which has disfigured asid 
defatted the aplettdid Uterary eafeer of Mr Jei^ 
frey. 
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'■ IlYoX fiueh, howtrer, must inevitably.be tht 
eour8e4iad tendency of popular eritidsm.'aniDBg 
a natioii xvhidi bad beoome atoooe TeryifcSsid of 
swpticisin) <uhid Tery weary of leal*ning, migbt» I 
^nk^ have been foreseen long ago» (I by no 
means think it might have been effectually 
guarded against). To despite bU the mo6tdi» 
vine dnanations, of which the human mind can 
be made the vebide» waa a Necessary appendaga 
to that system which despises the reccnrds of Di# 
vine Wisdom itself, and which would erect, in 
their stead, a structure built upon no more, stei* 
Me Ibundations than those of the self-suffieing^ 
leif-^satisfied sagacity of thie speculative intelleot 
of man. It is a very easy thing to deny, that 
the doctrines of Rciigious Scepticism have been 
ever openly and broadly promulgated in the 
pages of the Edinburgh Review ; but I think 
no candid person can entertain the slightest 
doubt, that the tendency (tf the whole work has 
been uniformly and essentially infidel. Unless 
it had been so, it must have been continually at 
variance with itself*--it must have been but one 
string of discords from beginning to end. The 
whole tone of the jeering^ sarcastic criticisms^ 
witii which it has been accustomed to salute the 
works of the m<»re meditative and Christian au- 
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thors of the time, would be enough to revetil to 
118 the true purpose it has in view, eren althou^ 
it had never contained a single word expressly 
and distinctly bearing npon the sul^ect of Relv! 
gion. The truth* is, moreover, that, in the pre- 
sent state of the woiid, all Christians are well 
entitled to say, that *^ they that are not with u« 
are against us ;" and the coldness and silence 
of the Edinburgh Reviewers would have been 
enough to satisfy any good Christian wh^ their 
tenets are, even although they had never broken 
upon their general rule of coldness and silenee 
by one single audadous whisper of modcery. 
The negative would have been enough without 
the positive side of the proof; but, alas.! those 
who have eyes to see, and ears to hear, can have 
little difficulty in acknowledging, that the Edin^ 
burgh Heviewers have furnished their adv^^a* 
ries abundantly with both. 

The system of political o^Huions, incukated 
ki the Edinburgh Review, is, in like mauier, as 
I honestly think, admirably fitted to go hmdin 
liand with a system of scepticism ^ but entirely 
irrecoiKaleable with the notion of any, fervent 
Jove arid attachment for a religion,, which is, 
ftbove all other things, the ireligion of feelii^. 
The politicians of this Review are men of great 
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shrewdness and sagacity, and many of them are^ 
men of mudi honesty ; but it is impossible to 
mippose for a moment, that they are men either 
of very high or of very beautiful feeling. The 
whole of their views, in regard to the most im- 
portant series of political convulsions which mo- 
dern times have ever witnessed, are at variance 
with deep or refined feeling — ^they appeal uni* 
formly and unhesitatingly to ideas, which stand 
exactly in the opposite extremity from those 
which men inspired with such feelings would 
have inculcated upon such occasions. To sub- 
mit to Buonaparte, for example, and to refuse 
aid to the young patriotism of Spain— these 
were advices which could only have been seri- 
ously pressed upon the consideration of such a 
nation as England, by men who had banished 
from their own minds a very great part of that 
reverence for Feelings (as abstracted from mere 
questions of immediate and obvious utility,) in 
the strength and nourishment of which the true 
old character of England, and of English politi- 
cians, grew. In a word, it is sufficiently mani- 
fest, that whatever faults the system of theise 
Reviewers may have had, or may still have, it 
has at least had the merit of being a system 
uniform and consistent in itself. To destrcqr in 
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men's minds the lingmng vestiges of loVe for • 
religion which is hated by self4dye» because its 
mysteries baffle and confound the scrutiny of the 
self-^complacent — ^to reduce the high feeling of 
patriotism to a principle of arithmetical caloula^ 
tion of utility^ — ^and to counteract, by a continued 
series of sarcastic and merry antidotes^ the im^ 
pression likely to be produced by works appeal^ 
ing to the graver and more mysterious feeling$ 
of the human heart-— these are purposes which I 
would by no means say the leaders of this cete^ 
brated Journal ever contemplated calmly «id 
leisurely^ as the prime objects of their endea^ 
vours — but they are purposes which Iiave b^ii 
all alike firmly^ although some of them perhaps 
unconsciously, pursued by them ; and, indeed^ 
to speak the plain truth of the whole matter, no 
one of which could have been iBrmly or 6ffectu« 
ally pursued, without being pursued in conjuno* 
tion witli the others. '* A house divided against 
itself cannot stand." 

I am happy to say» however, that from all I 
have now seen and heafd of the state of Scot^ 
land, this Review, in spite of the JSerce popular 
rity it for some years ^enjoyed, is by no meiuiA 
HkeAy to effect any such lasting, and, of course, 
mis^rablef change in ttie feelings and duo^c^^r of 
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the people of Scotland, as might have been at 
one time expected by the Reviewers themselves, 
or dreaded by those who held sacred a very diC> 
ftrent s^ of feelings and principles, in all points, 
fiomtbosec^ which they have been the champions. 
In spite of the infidelity of the Edinburgh Re^ 
view, (for I really feel no scruple in using the 
word broadly,) and, indeed, in spite of the sceptic 
cal tendency of the whole body of Scotch philoso* 
phy^^the Scotch are still a religious people, and 
life^y, I trust, very long to continue so. In 
spite of the mean views of general polity, illust 
trated and exemplified in the Edinburgh, Re« 
view, and the still more offensive levity with 
which things nearer home have sometimes been 
treated by it, there is still an immense majority 
of the people of Scotland, who see things with 
the ey^, I do not say of smcere (for of no one 
do I question the sincerity,) but of enlightened 
patriots-^men who understiuid the value of na* 
tional experience, and venerate those feelings of 
loyalty and attachment to the more formal and 
external parts of the English constitution, with 
the general decay of which^ I have very little 
doubt, the whole fabric to whicb they are fixed^ 
would be found to have lost many of its firmest 
pn^s, as well as of its finest ornaments. 
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In regard to literature, I think the success <rf 
the Edinburgh Review has been far more trium- 
phant than in any other department of its exer- 
tions. Here it had to encounter fewer obstacles 
in the previous character and habits of the Scot- 
tish people ; for the influence of the Sceptical 
Philosophy, introduced by the great mai of the 
last age, had very much removed all feelings of 
intense admiration for any works besides their 
own, from among almost the only class of people 
who in Scotland are much interested about such 
subjects. The Scottish education, too, as you 
have already seen in part, is not such as to op- 
pose any very formidable barrier of repugnant 
ieelings against the encroachment of the spirit of 
d^rading mockery. Ignorant in a great mea- 
sure of the mighty spirits of antiquity, the Scot* 
tish student wants in truth the most powerful of 
all those feelings, which teach and prepare other 
men to regard with an eye of humility, as well 
as of admiration, those who in their own time 
seem to revive the greatness of the departed, 
and vindicate once more the innate greatness of 
our nature. It is, indeed, no uncommon thing 
to meet with men, calling themselves classical 
scholars, who seem to think it a part of thdr 
character as such to undervalue, on all occasions^ 
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the exertions of contetnporar}^ genius. But tiiese 
are only* your empty race of solemn pretenders, 
who read particular books, only because few 
other people read them-**and who, unable them- 
selves to produce anything worthy of the atten- 
tion of their own age, are glad to shelter their 
imbecility under the shadow of over-strained 
exclusive reverence for ages that have gone by. 
It is not necessary to suppose, that liberal and 
enlightened scholarship has anything in com- 
mon with these reverend Tom Folios, The just 
and genuine effect of intimate acquaintance with 
the great authors of antiquity, is to make men 
love and reverence the great authors of their own 
time-^the intellectual kinsmen and heirs of those 
whom they have so been wont to worship. 

It is, indeed, a very deplorable thing to ob- 
serve, in what an absurd state of ignorance thq 
majority of educated people in Scotland have 
been persuaded to keep themselves, concerning 
much of the best and truest literature of their 
own age, as well as of the ages that have gone 
by. Among the Whigs in Edinburgh, above 
all, a stranger from the south is every day thun« 
cierstruck by some new mark of total and inccm* 
eelvable ignorance concerning men and things^ 
wbidif to every man of education with whoia 

9 
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be has csonv^ned in any otiber town of Britain, 
are '^ famUiar as lioin$dioI4 woriJU. -' Tlie degree 
towhuk the intelleetualisubjectiQn of these peo- 
^ has been earned, is a thing of which I jEom 
j^ite sure yon cannot possibly have the smallest 
suspicioii. The Edinburgh Reviewers ha^e not 
checked or knpeded only the influence of partis 
colar authors among thdr countrymen; Uiey 
have entirely prevented them from ever coming 
beyond the Tweed. They have willed them to 
be unknown, absolutely and literally unknown, 
and so are they at this moment I do not on 
my conscience believe, that there is one Whig 
in Edinburgh to whom the name of my &i»id 
Charles Lamb would convey any distinct or de* 
finite idea. His John Woodville was ridiculed 
in the Edinburgh Review, and the effect of this 
paltry ridicule has been not only to prevent the 
Scotch fh>m reading John Woodville, <a ttsgedy 
iwhieh, although every way worthy of Lamb^ 
exquisite genius, waaits very many of the popn^ 
kr charms in which some of his other pieces aire 
ridb to dverflowing)-^but almost to prevent 
them from remembering that such a person ai 
Chlffles Liamb exists, at least to prevent theitt 
itoost effectually firom ever having ileoourse ibr 
d^^t and instnurtion to volumes, wbeiila m 
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much delif^t and instruction may be found, as 
in any of similar size, whidi an English library 
possesses. Even the commanding, majestic in^ 
iiellect of Wordsworth has not be^i able to over-^ 
come the eflfect of tlie petty warfare kept up 
sigainst it by a set of wits, one of whom only 
might have been expected to enter with some 
portion of intelligence into the spirit of so great 
and original a poet. To find fault with particUi^ 
br parts of Mr Wordsworth's poems, or with 
particular points in the Fsycological system 
upon which the whole structure of his poetty is 
built, this might have been very well either fw 
the Reviewers, or the readers of the Reviewl 
But the actual truth of the case is something 
very djifferent, indeed, from this. The reading 
puUio of Edinburgh do not criticise Mr Words^ 
ifirorth ; they think him below their criticism ) 
they know nothing ab<»it what he has done, or 
what he is likely to do. They think him a mere 
old sequestered hermit, eaten up with vaaity 
and afiectfitioD, who publii^es every now and 
itiien some absurd poem about a Washing-Tdb^ 
or a Leedi-Gatherer, or a Little Grey Cloak; 
They do not know even the names of some of 
4lie finest poems our age has ][»roduoed. Tliey 
never heard of Ruth$ or Michael, or the Bm^ 
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rtb^rs, or Hart- Leap Well, or the RecoUectkms 
of Infancy, or the Sonnets to Buonaparte. They 
do not know, that there is siich a thing as a de- 
^oiption of a Church-yard in the Excursion. 
;Alas ! how severely is their ignorance punished 
in itself. But after all^ Mr Wordsworth can 
have no very great right to complain. The 
same people who despise, and are ignorant of 
liim, despise also, and are ignorant of all the ma<- 
jestic poets the world has ever produced^ with 
no exceptions beyond two or three great names, 
acquaintance with which has been forced upon 
them by circumstances entirely out of their con- 
troul. The fate of Homer, of JEschylus, of 
Dante — ^nay, of Milton — is his. 

The spirit of this facetious and rejoicing igno;^ 
ranee has become so habitual to the Scotchmen 
pf the present day, that even they who have 
thrpwn oflF all allegiance to the Edinbur^ Re* 
view, cannot divest themselves of its influence 
There is no work which has done so much to 
weaken the authority of the Edinburgh Review 
;n such matters as Blackwood's Magazine ; and 
yet I saw an article in that work the other ,day> 
in which it seemed to be made matter of con- 
gratulatory reflection, that *'if Mr Coleridge 
should make his appearance suddenly among 
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any company of well-educated people on this 
side the Tweed, he would meet with some little 
difficulty in making them comprehend who he 
was.*" — ^What a fine idea for a Scottish critic to 
hug himself upon ! How great is the blessing of 
a contented disposition ! 

P.M. 
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TO THE SAME. 



The Whigs are still lords of public opinion 
in Edinburgh, to an extent of which, before vi- 
siting Scotland, I could scarcely have formed 
any adequate notion. The Tories have all the 
political power, and have long had it ; but from 
whatever cause (and I profess myself incapable 
of assigning any rational one,) their power does 
not appear to have given them command of 
much sway over the general opinions, even of 
those that think with them regarding political 
matters. I confess that I, bom and bred a Tory, 
and accustomed, in my part of the country, to 
see the principles I reverence supported by at 
least an equal share of talent, was not a little 
mortified by certain indications of faint-hearted^ 
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iiess and absurd diffidence of themselves among 
the Scottish Tories, which met my eye ere I had 
been long in Edinburgh. 

I am inclined, upon the whole, to attribute a 
good deal of this to the influence of the Edin- 
burgh Review. That work was set on foot, 
and conducted for some years, with an astonish- 
ing degree of spirit ; and although it never did 
anything to entitle it to much respect, either 
from English Scholars, or English Patriots, or 
English Christians, I can easily see how such 
a work, written by Scotchmen, and filled with 
all the national prejudices of Scotchmen, should 
have exerted a wonderful authority over the in- 
tellect of the city in which it was published. 
Very many of its faults (I mean those of the 
less serious kind^-Hsnch as its faults in regard to 
literature arid taste,) were all adapted for the 
meridian of Scotland ; and for a time, certainly 
the whole country was inclined to take a pride 
in its success. The jyrestige of the Edinburgh 
Review has now most undoubtedly vanished 
even there ; but there still remains a shadow of 
it sufficient to invest its old conductors with a 
kind of authority over the minds of those, who 
once were disposed to consider them as infallible 
11 
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judges, de omnibus rebus etquibusdam aMs; and 
then the high eminence of some of these gentl^^ 
men in their profession of the law, gives them 
another kind of hold upon the great l)ody of 
persons following that profession, which is every 
thing in Edinburgh ; because the influeilce of 
those who follow it is not neutralized to any 
considerable extent by the presence of any great 
aristocracy, or of any great intellectual cultiva- 
tion out of themselves. The Scotch are a peo- 
ple of talkers ; and among such a people, it is 
wonderful how far the influence of any one per- 
son may be carried around and below him, by 
mere second — third — and fourth-hand babbling; 
all derived from one trivial source. I am not, how- 
ever, of opinion, that this kind of work will go oii 
much longer. Je£Prey has evidently got sick of the 
Review — and, indeed, when 1 look back to what 
he has done, and compare that with what he might 
have done, I think this is no wonder; Brougham 
has enough to do in Parliament — that is to say, he 
gives himself enough to do ; and even there you 
well know what a charlatan kind of reputation 
he has — Horner is dead — Walter Scott has loi^ 
since left them. — ^The Review is now a veiy 
sensible plain sort of book ; in its best parts^ c^- 
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tainly not rising above the British Review — and 
iii its inferi(»r parts, there is often a display of 
calm drivelling, much beyond what the British 
Review itself would admit. And then there is 
Ho pointi— no wit — ho joke-«no spirit, nothing 
of the glee of young existence about it It is a 
very dull book, more proper to read between 
sleeping and waking, among old, sober, cautious 
tradesmen, than to give any spring to the fancy 
or reason g£ the young, the active, and the inteL 
ligent. The secret will out ere long-^viz. That 
tlie S^nburgh Reviewers have not been able to 
get any effectual recruits among the young peo* 
pie about than. There is no infusion of fresh 
blood into the veins of the Review. When one 
visits Edinburgh, where one cannot stir a step 
without stumbling over troops of confident, 
tsomfbrtable^ glib, sn^art young Whigs, one is at 
a loss to understand the meaning of this dearth. 
One woidd suppose, that every ball-room and 
tavern overflowed with gay Edinburgh Review- 
ers. One hears a perpetual buzz about Jefirey, 
Brougham, tke Review, &c. &c., and would ne- 
ver doubt, that prime articles were undergoing 
Hie process of concoction in every comer. But, 
^husii the £ict is, that the young Edinburgh 
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Whigs are a set of very stupid feUow^^ and the 
Review must wait long enou^b^ if it is acvei; to; 
be resuscitated but by them. 

They are really, a very disagreeable. s$t 3o£ pte- 
tenders*— *! mean those of theni that ^o make 
any pretensions at all to literary, character. [Iliey . 
are very ill educated in gmeml ; they have no 
classical learning ; few of them can construe two 
lines of any Latin poet; and as for Greeks they 
scarcely know which end of the book should be 
held to their noses. They have never studied 
any philosophy of any kind-f^unless attafiding a 
course of lectures on metaphysics, ddivered fay 
a man far too ingenious to be comprehended Ha 
above five sentences at a time, by persons of their 
acquiremento and capacity, can be called study*' 
ing p ilosqphy. They know aometimes a little 
abcHu dsemistry and geology, to be sure ; but 
thes^ are studies in which the proficiency of 
mere amateurs can never be any great mattCF. 
They know a very little of Etiglish history and 
politics — enough to enable them to spin out a 
few half-hours of blarney in their debating so- 
cieties. But, upon the whole, it may safely be 
asserted, that all they know, wcMthy of being 
known, upon any sulgect of general literature, 
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poBties^ior philosophy^ i& dmved from the Edii¥- 
Imrgfa Bievdew itself ; md as tfaey cannot do the 
Review any great semee by giTing it back ib 
ovn maieciala, X oonceive that this work b just 
Wvthe art of fallmg a saenfice to habits of so* 
penfieial aequinanent; andeonteiited ignoranoe; 
iribiidiit was'shait»sigfated.afrough to endoungf^ 
ifrnot la cseatev in oi^er to seire its* crwn tern*- 
psrtry .pitqioses among the rising gtoeiatioa <^ 

Qnies wQuMinngine) however^ that these young 
)/V3iigs might hafre* begun, long an: this' Idme, to 
sjaspeet some\vinU2 of^thciF own situatsoni They 
m«at be qiiiberawaie^ that tfaney have never writ^ 
ttn a Single {M^ in l£e Edinbavgh Beview^ or 
tiiat> if they hatevdoneso, dieiv^pRges1were:uni^ 
Xt^isaUy looked; upon as the itiere lumbeiF of the 
bwk I edo/txMtang^ iooy tlieir own' unproduetiTe 
petuJaBOfl^ with tbe laberioas andMfltiitfid escrly 
years of those whcHn they worship, and in whose 
walk they would fain be supposed to be follow- 
ing— *it 4s difficult to understand how they hap- 
pen to keep themselves so free from the quahns 
of conscious imbecUity. Perhaps, after all, they 
are aujbnd less conceited than they appear to be ; 
but certainly, to judge from externals^ there ne- 
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ver was a mone sdf^ailisfiedrerew of yonng Igno- 
nomlseB. A&ethdng let a little into tlieit Md 
diameter and attainraesDtSy I cansMt sagr butth^t 
I derived a eom^erable diegree iof amMement 
from tlie contetnplatioa^ of jtbeir manters. As 
fyr tiienr talk» it is radi titter drivelMng^ the vm* 
nwt they kave ihesr texttbptdcs^ (tite moment 
thfijr giveoirer quotings) that I must owit I found 
nofpreal; entertaiiiflient iniiL It is a pity to iae 
a fine country, like Scotland, a country so ridli 
in necdlectiQiis of gkmous antiquity, so ri<& in 
tile monuinents of genius^ at this moment adoit^- 
ed withiDot a Anv fuU-growa Iwing trees of kit- 
sdortal fiuit^-f-it is'a pity to .see wfoh a tsountry 
soderdid^f pioiiiis6£>rlie'futiir^harv«t B 
is a pity to see h« soil. wasting on tiie nnslui^ 
of tins unprodttettve pestal^tidl underwood, 
jttloes which,, under better direction, might giw 
breadth to the. oak, and elevi^ion to the pinCi 
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The req[>ectabie elder Whigs must» of a sure- 
ty, feel very sore upon all this ; for it is not 
to be supposed, that they can be quite so ea« 
sily satisfied with these young gregarii^ as the 
young gregarti are with themselves. 1 under- 
stand, accordingly, that nothing gives them so 
mudi visible delight, as the appearance of mj^ 
liung like a revival of talent among their troops. 
When a ymmg Whig makes a tolerable speech 
at the bar, or writes a tolerable law-paper, ot 
adv^tures to ccaifess himself author of a toler* 
able paragraph in a party print — ^in short, when 
h^ manifests jitiy symptom of possessing better 
parts >than' th^ confeissedly dull fellows around 
bim^'tliere Is mu:<ih rejoicing in the high places* 
a most remarkable crowing and clapping of 
wings in faoiioilr of the rising luminary. The 
young genius is fed and fattened for a season 
with puflib and praises ; and, in consequence of 
that kind of dominion, or prestige^ to which I 
have already alluded, the very Tories begin to 
contemplate him with a little awe and reverence, 
as a future formidable antagonist, with whom it 
may be as well to be upon some tolerable terms 
in private. Well— a year or two goes over hi^i 
h^ad, and the genius has not visibly improved 
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in any thing except conceit. He is now an ^ 
tablished yoang Whig genius. If any sifeofttioit 
becomes empty, which it would be eonveiifeiit 
for him to fill, and if, notwithstanding of this^ 
he is not promoted to it by those, whom». on 
erery occasion, he makes the object of his igno- 
rant abuse — this neglect of him is talked of by. 
himself and his friends, as if it were virtually a 
neglect of ^iwm» in the abstract ;— with so much 
readiness do these good people enter into the 
spirit of a personification. A Dutch psdntec 
oould not typify ideal Beauty under a nK>rc^ 
dumsy and heavy shape,^ than they soiiietieiea 
do Genius; nor are the languishing, coy, aiid 
conscious airs of some Venus oveac a lust^home 
at Schedam, a whit more exquisite in their way, 
than the fat indignant fatuity of some of those 
neglected geniuses of Scotland. 

So many of these geniuses, however, have noui^ 
been puffed up, and pushed up to a little tempo- 
rary reputation, and then sunk under their own 
weight into their own mud, that one.should supr 
pose the elevators must now be a little weary of 
exerting their mechanical powers in that way*. 
Their situation is, indeed, almost as discoura* 
ging as that of Sisyphus, doomed for ever to 
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struggle in vain against the obstinate, or, as Ho- 
mer calls it^ the '' impudent* st&ne's alacrity in 
sinking. 

*Avrii tnurtt ^n}«y9i »vXi»?iir« Xmoi ttfeciins, 

P. M. 
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LETTER XLIL 



TO THE SAME. 



Deab Williams, 
I TBUST, that among the many Uterateurs of 
Edinburgh, there will ere long be found sc»ne 
person to compose a full and detailed history of 
this city, ^(Hisideied as a great mart of literature. 
I do pot know of any other instance, in the 
whole history of the world, of sudi a mart exist- 
ing and flourishing in a place not the seat of a 
government, or residence of a court, or centre of 
any very great political interest. The only place 
which at all approaches to Edinbur^ in this 
view is Weimar ; for the residence df so snHiU a 
prince as the Grand Duke can scarcely be con- 
sidered as conferring anything like what we 
would understand by the character of a capital. 
But even there it can scarcely b$ said that any 
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girat UHurt of literature exists, or indeed eKtsted 
even at the time when WiQland, Schiller, and 
Godthe lived together under the wi^g of the 
palace. Books were written there in abundanee^ 
and mtmy books were nominally published there; 
but the triK centre from which thjey were diffubr 
sed over Germany was always Leipsfek. . 

Till within these twenty years, I suppose 
there was no such thio^ in Edinburgh as the 
great trade of PuMishing. Now and then some 
volume of sennons or so issued from the press of 
some Edinburgh typogra{^er, and after lying 
for a year or two upon the counter of som^-^f 
their booksellers, was dismissed into tdtal obtii- 
vion, as it probably deserved to be. But of aM 
the great literary ocien of ihe last age, who lival 
in Edinburgh, tfa^re was no one who ever thought 
of publishing hia books in Edinbiiigh. Tlie MaK& 
here never aspired to anything bey<»id fevaapng 
a very humble appendage of understarappers to 
the trade of the Row. Even if the name of an 
Edinburgh bodcselkr did appear upon a thloF- 
page, that wm only a cmnpliment allowed Inm 
by the couitesy of the great Londicm de^^, 
^hose insl^-ument and agent he was/ E^teiff 
thing was conducted by the Kprthem> BUSto- 
poles in the same timid spirit of which this af- 
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fords a specitn^. The dulness of their dtmbsi 
pber^ was never elmlivdned by dne breath of 
daring. They were all petty retailers, inhabit^ 
ing anug sbt^, and ttiaking a little money in 
the most tedious and uniform way imaginable; 
As for risking the little money they did make 
upon any bold adventure, whidi might baVe tri; 
pled the sum, or swept it entirely away, this was 
a tiling of wMdi they had not the most remote 
QOQception. In short, in spite of Hunie and 
!Roberts<^, and the whole generation ^ les»ser 
irtiurs, who clustered around those great lumina- 
ries, fte spirit of literary adventure had never 
approached the bibliopoles of Edinburgh. They 
never dreamed of making fortunes for tbem- 
iselves, far less of being the means of bestowing 
fortunes upon others, by carrying on operations 
in the krge and splendid style of mercantile' en* 
tttpiise; 

' The only thing that could be looked upon as 
any invasion of this quiesoent state of matters, 
was the appearance of the Mirrors, arid some^otber 
works in the same style, or by the satne hands, 
which were publ^ihed in the shop of Mr Cieech^ 
then the Prince of the Edinburgh Tradc'^and 
which, of course must have attracted no incon- 
siderable share of attrition to him and his shop: 
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But this bibliopole was a very indifferent mas^ 
ter of his trade, and wanted entirely the wit to 
take due advantage of <' tbe goods the gods 
jHTOvided,*' He was himself a literary character, 
and he was always a great man in the magia* 
traey of the city ; and perhaps he would have 
thought it beneath his dignity to be a mere orr 
dinary money-making bookseller. Not that he 
limit any aversion to money-making.; on; the oon«* 
lirary, he was prodigiously fond of money, andi 
indeed carried his love of it in many things tor 
a ridiculous extent. But he had been trained ia^ 
aSI Hie timid prgudiees of t^e old Edinbui^. 
school of booksellers, and not daring to make* 
toxmey in a bold and magnificent way, neither^ 
did he dare to run the risk of losing any part.ofi 
what he had made. Had he possessed either ther 
shrewdness ^r the spirit of some of his suooeMW^ 
there is no question he might have set on ibot a 
ihie race of rivaSry ^mbng the Hterary men abcmt 
him~^ race, of which the ultimate gains woiUd^. 
tmdodiytedly have been^ greatest to himaeif But) 
be was not aware of the powers of that gseat 
mehnentim^ of wfaicdi i have spoken, on a fonner 
oocanon. He never had the sense.to perceive, 
that his tnte.game lay in making high swec^ 
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stakes ; and the consequence was, that nobody 
would take the trouble either of trauung or run« 
nmg for his courses. Not thinking, therefore^ 
of entering into competition with the great 
Booksellers of the metropolis, in regard to the 
stimulating of literary ardour by the w^ht of 
his purse, his ambition was to surpass all his own 
farethren in Edinburgh, in the attractions of his 
shop— ^which, if the account I hear be true, he 
must certainly have succeeded in renderii^ a 
very delightful lounge. He bad been originally 
educated with a view to the Kirk, and had per- 
formed in his younger days a considerable part, 
of the grand tour, in quality of governor to a 
young nobleman ; and he was thus entitled to^ 
look upon himself as quite a different sort of 
person from the ordinary brotiiers of the trade* 
And then he could write paragraphs in thenews^- 
papers-averse or prose, witty or sentimental aa 
might suit the occasion. Above all, he was a wit 
and a story-teller of high eminence— one who sat 
every day ^< at good men's feasts," and dd^hted 
the company with the narration of humorous in- 
cidents, or rather the dramatic exposition <^htt* 
morous characters. His stories were not many, 
and they were all regularly built, and formal 
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tfaiiigs in their way; but the man had la vein of 
pleasantry, the interest of which was not to be 
exbat^ted with the novelty of the tale/ or even 
with thb novelty of the particular expres^ons of 
which he made use in tdting it. In short, Creech: 
was one of the piime characters of the plaee, and 
it was a necessary thing >togd to his shop every' 
now and then, and see hini there^ in bis giory^ • I^ 
h&ve sedn aprint of him, which nepresetitstiim: 
as a predte, inteUig«eiit4ookiflg old gentleman,^ 
in stiff euipls, and a^ liiee suit of black, and having) 
a great air ofcourtly suavity^ iningted with not' 
a Ut^^conoeit and 8eif4mportaiycQ in bis aspect. 
But W*-.^4^, who kneW him wdl, assures me that 
idtiiougfa thispHiit ^Ves his featured vei^ faith-' 
fiilly,' aind in all pmbalHlity the air-alsoiii which* 
lte4^ouglit it fit 4t]d proper to sit to thep^tieir,» 
it gives nbt merely an inadequate, but apei^ebtly 
Mse idea of^ke real duoacter of the tnan. The 
spirit of fiHii be telb me, ran fk>licking through 
his veins with the blood that filled theni ; and 
lAeire #as a r^uisb twinkle in his small, g^itteif- 
iiig ^^ eye, and a i^cbtiess of jocularity in the 
wrinkles b^neatih and around them, that nothing 
coi^ld resist. It may be supposed that suoh a 
person would go throu^ the ceremonial .'of a 

VOL. If. L 
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bookbdler'i shop witib somethmg more thaii 
nnere decorum. 

At the titne when the periodical wodks I have 
mentioned were in the course of publication; 
it WAS the custom of many of their chief sup^ 
porters to go and breakfast with Creech, which 
they called attending Creech's levee — and his 
bouse was conveniently situated for this; being 
in die immediate vicinity of the Parliament-^ 
House, with which then, as now» all the literary 
diaraeters of Edinburgh had a dose connection* 
The pleasant conversation of the man, abd his 
respectable a{>pearance, and latterly, perhaps, his 
hi^ civic dignities, (for he was ILord Provost 
ere he died,) all conspired in making Mr Creedi 
a person of no ordinary importance, and in no 
ordinary request. The trade slumbered on year 
after year, in a quiet and respectable state of in-* 
action, under the auspices of a man with whom 
nobody could enter upon any competition in so 
many important particulars, till, all of a sudden, 
there sprung up a hew tribe of authors, who bad 
tact enough to observe the absurdity of the way in 
which matters were going on, and forthwith there 
sprung up a new set of booksellers, who bad the 
wit to understand that some great change was 
about to occur, and to prepare themselves, vi et ar- 
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mis, to take proper advantage of the commotion 
they foresaw. It is not easy to discover very 
accurately, how much of the merit of the change 
belongs to the new authors themselves, and how 
much of it belongs to the booksellers. They 
share the whole of it between them, and never 
assuredly was a change so remarkable, so sud- 
denly, and yet so effectually produced. In one 
moment, Mr Creech was supplanted in his au- 
thority. Till the moment of his death, indeed, 
he was allowed to retain all manner of place, 
precedence, style, and dignity ; but the essence 
of his kingship was gone— *and the booksellers! 
of Edinburgh, like the Mahratta Nabobs and 
Rajahs, owned the sway of one that bore not the 
name of Emperor. 

The first manifestation of the new state of 
things was no less an occurrence than the ap- 
pearance of the first Number of the Edinburgh 
Review— a thing whidi, wherever it might have 
occurred, must have been a matter of sufficient 
importance, and which appearing here, was 
enough not only to change the style of book- 
selling, and the whole ideas of booksellers, but 
to produce almost as great a revolution in minds 
not so immediately interested in the result of the 
phenomenon. The projectors of this Journal- 
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both writers and publishers I should imagine— 
were quite satisfied that nothing could be d<nie 
without abundance of money. Whoever wrote 
for their book must submit to be paid for doing 
so, because they would have no distinction of 
persons. But, indeed, I never heard it suspect- 
ed, that any one objected to receiving on the 
publication of an article, not only the honour of 
the thing, but a bunch of bank-notes into the 
bargain. If a man does not want money him- 
self, he always knows abundance of people that 
do ; and, in short, the root of aU evil is a medi- 
cament, which requires little sweetening of the 
cup, either to the sick or the sound palate. 

The prodigious impetus given to the trade of 
Edinburgh by the first application of this won- 
derful engine, has never since been, allowed to 
lose any part of its energy. The Review, in the 
firs}; place, of itself alone, has been sufficient to 
keep all fear of stagnation far enough from the 
scene in which it makes its appearance. And 
from the Review, as might well have been fore- 
seen, a kindred impulse has been continually car- 
ried into every region of the literary world — ^but 
most of all into the heart of the literature and 
the notions of the literary men of Edinburgh. 
Very shortly after the commencement of the 
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ReyieW) Mr Walter Scott began to be an au- 
thor ; and even without the benefit of its exam- 
ple, it is probable that he would have seen the 
proprietj of adopting some similar course of 
procedure. However this might have been, ever 
suice that time the Edinburgh Reviewers and 
Mr Walter Scott have between them furnished 
the most acceptable food for the reading public, 
bodi in and out of Scotland-«but no doubt most 
exclusively and effectually in their own imme- 
diate neighbourhood ; and both have always 
proceeded upon the principle of making the 
reading public pay handsomely for their gratifi- 
cation, through their fwe-speakers, interpreters, 
and purveyors, the booksellers. It would be 
unfair, however, to omit mentioning what I 
firmly believe, that the efforts — even the joint 
efforts of these great authors, would not have 
availed to anything like the extent to which 
they have m reality reached, had they not been 
so fortunate as to meet with a degree of ardour 
and of tact, quite correspondent to their own, 
among the new race of booksellers, who had 
started into life along with themselves— above 
aU, in Mr Constable, the original publisher of the 
Edinburgh Review — the publisher of most of 
^r Scott's works, and, without doubt, by far 
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the gi^eatest publisher Scotland ever has pro* 
duced. 

There is no doubt that this person is deser^ 
ving of infinite credit for the share he has had in 
changing the whole aspect of Edinburgh^ as a 
seat of literary merchandize — and, in truth, ma- 
king it, instead of no literary mart at all, a 
greater one than almost any other dty in Eu- 
rope. What a suigular contrast does the pre- 
sent state of Edinburgh, in regard to these mat** 
ters, afford, when compared with what I have 
been endeavouring to describe as existing in the 
days of the Creeches ! Instead of Scotch authors 
sending their works to be published by London 
booksellers, there is nothing more common now- 
a-days, than to hear of English authors sending 
down their books to Edinburgh, to be publi^ed 
in a city, than which Memphis or Falmym could 
scarcely have appeared a more absurd place of 
publication to any English author thirty years 
ago. One that has not examined into the mat- 
ter, would scarcely be able to believe how large 
a proportion of the classical works of English 
literature, published in our age, have made their 
finst appearance on the counters of the Edin- 
burj^ Booksellers. But we all know the prac- 
tical result of this, videlicet, that at this mo- 
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mamt an^ Edinfaorgfa title-page is better thsoi 
almost any London one— «nd carries a greater 
authority along with it For my part, if ever 
I should take it into my head to publish a book, 
I should most imdoubtedly endeavour to get 
it published in Edinburgh. No book can be 
published tfaare, abd totally neglected* In so 
small a town, in spite of the quantity of books 
published in it, the puUication of a new book is 
quite sure to attract the attention of some per*- 
son, and if it has the least interest, to be talked 
of in company. If the book be a very interest- 
ing one in any way, its popularity extends wilk 
the most wonder&l rapidity— and, ere a ftw 
days have elapsed, the snow-ball has grown so 
large, that it can be hurled to a distance witli 
steady and certain assurance of hitting its mark* 
And, indeed, it is only in consequence of the 
frequency with which all this has occurred, that 
the imprimatur of an Edinburgh Bookseller has 
oome to be looked upon with so much habitual 
respect even in the south* This is surely a very 
remarkable change; and, for all that I can hear, 
both authors and booksellers are indebted for it 
to nothing more than the genuine sagacity of 
the one individual I have mentioned. I believe 
it should also be observed, that the establishp 
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ment of the press of Ballantyne, at the very same 
imtant, almost, as the aommencement of the Re? 
view> aod the puUieation of the liay of the Last 
Mimtral, helped to push on Stottish publiear 
tions» or» indeed^ Scottish literatui^. Be£>re that 
preas W9S s^t up in £dinbur^» I am told, no* 
body could y^ture a book to he printed is Edinr 
burgh ; afterwards, the Edinburgh p*ess gained 
the same; i5(^t of oelelnity as1:he f)dinburgh titler 
pages. 

. One of the finrt things I do, whenever I c<»ne 
to any town^ is to make a round of visits to all 
die principal booksellers' shops. I think they 
are by far the most amusing lounges in the 
voarld*-^picturergaUeries and {HX)menades they 
beat all to nothing. ' I am fond of all kinds of 
booksellers' shops ; I scarcely know which I 
would prefer to have, were I to be confined to 
one dnly ; but they ai^ all to be had in the ut^ 
roost per&ction^ or very nearly so, in Edinburgh. 
The booksellers themsdves, in the first place, 
are a race of men, in regard to whom I have al* 
ways felt a particular interest and curiosity. 
They are never for a moment confounded in my 
mind/v^ith any o^er class of shop-keepers or 
trafiickdrs. Their merchandize is the iu)blest in 
the world ; the warps to which they invite your 
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attention are not fineries for the baek^ or luxu* 
ries for tbe belly — the inward man is what they 
aspire to clothe and feed,; and the food ^nd rai«> 
meht they ofibr are temx^ting things. They haye 
whole shelves loaded wi& wisdom ; and if you 
waint wit,, they have drawer-fulls of it at every 
eam&. Go in grave or merry, sweet or sour, 
sentimental or sarcastic, there is no fear these 
cunning inerdiantis can produce an article perfect- 
ly to your mind. It is impossible that this noble 
traffick should hot communicate something of its 
essential nobility to those continually engaged in 
it. Can a man put his name on the title-page of 
Marmion, or Waverley, or Old Mortality, or 
Childe Harold, without gaining something from 
this distinction — I do not mean fn his purse 
merely, but in his person ? The supposition is 
absurd. Your bookseller, however ignorant he 
may be in many respects, always smells of the 
shop--^and that which is a sarcasm, when said 
of any other man, is the highest of compli* 
ments when applied to him. In the way of 
his trade, moreover, he must continually come 
iiito contact with customers and employers, of 
a class quite superior to those who frequent 
afiiy other shop in tbe street — ^yes, or ware- 
house or couiiting-house either. His talk is 

3 
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not with the ignorant Inrute multitude^ but 
with the elite of the CrewM Hwmmtm^ the 
Prima yirorum, as Lucretias hath it— the wise 
and the witty ones of the earth. Instead of 
haggling over the counter with a smooth^iaoed 
Miss or Master, about some pieee of foppish 
finely, or disputing with some rude, boistenms, 
coarse-minded dealer, about casks or tuns, or 
ship-loads of rum, sugar, or timber— the biblio* 
pole retires into some sequestered little ^peai-m" 
ward nook, and seats himself beside some serious 
and refined author, or more serious and more re* 
fined authoress, to decide or pronounce upon the 
merits of some infant tragedy, epic poem, sermon, 
or romances—or he takes his stand in the centre 
of his outer tourt, and publishes to the Gentiles, 
with a loud voice, the praises of some new pub- 
lication gone forth, or about to go forth, from his 
penetralia, to the illumination of the world. 
What on air of intelligence is l»reathed upon 
this man, from the surface of the universe in 
which he moves ! It is as impossible for a book* 
seller to be devoid of taste and knowledge-— 
some flavour at least— as it is for a collier to 
have a white skin, or a miller to wutit one. 

And then their claim to our respect is heredi* 
tary as well as personal. ^^ Noble of a noUe 
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stem^" they are representatives of wcnthies long 
since dead «ad sepulchred, whose names and at* 
duevements are still fresh in all men's reoolleo 
tion. What a world of associations are duster^ 
ed about the bare name of any one of the great 
bibliopoles of days long since departed ! Curtt-*^ 
whom Swift tormented*— the audacious, hook-- 
nosed Edmund Curll ! — old Jacob Tonson, with 
his squint and his " two left legs" — ^and Lintot, 
with his orange-tawney waistcoat, and his grey 
ambling poney, who hinted to Mr Pope how 
easy a thing it would be f<H: him to turn one of 
Horace's Odes, as they were walking their horses 
up a little hill on the Windsor road. How green 
is the memory of these old '^Fathers of the 
Kow!" They will flourish a hundred yeans 
hence as brightly as they do now, and not less 
brightly, because perhaps another groupe or two 
of descendants may have ** climbed the asc^it of 
that mysterious tower," and have left kindred 
names behind them to bourgeon with kindred 
blossoms ! 

But the interest one feels about the person of 
a bookseller, is not sustained by fantasies and 
associations alone. I should like to know where 
it is that a man picks up so much interesting in- 
formation about most interesting subjects, in so 
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very easy a way as by lounging for half-an^hour 
in a hookseller's shop. It is in a dty what the 
barber's shop is in a village-*-the centre and fo- 
cus of all information concerning the a£Pairs of 
menr— the arena for all disputation— the stage 
for all display. It is there that the sybil Fame 
sits scattering her oracular leaves to all the winds 
of Heaven ; but I cannot add with the poet» 

" Umile in tanta gloria, 

Coverta gia dello profetico nembo." 

The bookseller is the confidant of his custom* 
eFS«— he is the first to hear the rumour of the 
morning, and he watches it through all the stages 
of its swelling, till it bursts in the evening. 

He knows Mr *.— — 's opinion of Lord '$ 

speech, sooner than any man in town. He has 
the best infoirnation upon all the in Jutnras of 
the world of letters ; he has already had one or 
two peeps of the first canto of a poem not yet 
advertisedr7-he has a proo&sheet of the niext new 
novel in his pocket ; and if you will but promise 
to be discreet, you may ♦* walk backwards/' or 
•* walk up stairs for a moment," and he will shew 
it you. Are these things of no value? They 
may seem so to you among the green hills of 
Cardigan ; but they are very much the reverse 
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to me among the dusty streets of London — or 
here in Edinburgh. I do love, from my soul, 
to catch even the droppings of the precious cup 
of knowledge. 

To read books when they are upon every 
table, and to talk of them when nobody is silent 
about them, are rather vulgar accomplishments, 
and objects of vulgar ambition. I like to be be- 
forehand with the world — I like both to see 
sooner and to see farther than my neighbours. 
While others are contented to sit in the pit, and 
gape and listen in wonder upon whatever is 
shewn or uttered, I cannot be satisfied unless I 
am permitted to go behind the scenes — ^to see 
the actors before they walk upon the stage, and 
examine the machinery of the thunder before its 
springs are set in motion. 

In my next I shall introduce you to the Book- 
seller's shops of Edinburgh. 

P.M. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Dear Williams, 
The importance of the Whigs in Edinburgh, 
and the Edinburgh Review, added to the great 
enterprize and extensive general business of Mr 
Constable, have, as might have been expected, 
rendered the shop of this bookseller by far the 
most busy scene in the Bibliopolic world of the 
North. It is situated in the High-Street, in the 
midst of thepldTown, where, ind^, the greater 
pari; of the Edinburgh Booksellers are still to be 
found lingering (as the majority of their London 
brethren also do,) in the neighbourhood of the 
same old haunts to which long custom has at- 
tached their predilections. On entering, ofte sees 
a place by no means answering, either in point of 
dimensions, or in point of ornament, to the no- 
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tion one might have been ^pt to form of the shop 
fiwa which so many mighty works are every 
day issuing — a low dusky chamber, inhabited 
by a few clerks, and lined with an assortment of 
unbound books and stationery*— entirely devoid 
of all those luxurious attractions of sofas and 
sofa-tables, and books of prints, &;c. &c., whidi 
(me meetd with in the superb nursery of the 
Quarterly Review in Albemarle-Street. The 
Bookseller himself is seldom to be seen in this 
part of his premises ; he prefers to sit in a cham«« 
ber immediately above, where he can proceed in 
his own work without being disturbed by the 
incessant cadde of the young Whigs who loimge 
below; and where few casual visitors are ad-* 
mitted to enter his presence, except the more 
impprtant members of tiie great Whig corpom-^ 
tion— Heviewens either in esse, or, at least, sup- 
posed to be so in jp<»^e-*-contributors to the Sup- 
plement of the Encyclopaedia Britannica— *and 
the more obscure editors and support^s of the 
innumerable and more obscure periodical works^ 
of which Mr Constable is the publisher. Thb 
bookseller is himself a good-looking nian^ appa-* 
rently about forty — very &t in his persob, but 
with a &ce with good lines^ and a fine healthy 
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complexion. He is <Hie of the most jolly- lock- 
ing members of the trade I ever skw ; and wiote^ 
over, one of the mostpleasing ahd courtly in his 
addtess. One thing that is reniarkable about 
him; and indeed very distirigui^ingly so, is — his 
total want of that sbrt of critical jabber, of which^ 
most of his brethren are so profilse, and of which 
eostom has rendered me rathfer fond than other* 
wise. Mir Constable is too much of a; bookseller, 
to think it at all necessary that he should appear 
to be knowing in the merits of books. His bu^ 
siness is to publish books, and to sell them ; he 
leavesi the work of examining them before thiey 
are published, and criticizing them afterwards, to 
others, who have more leisure oii their 'ha!fd9 
than he has. One sees in a moment that he has 
reduced his business to a most strictly bui^iness- 
like regularity of system ; and that of this the 
usual cant of book-shop disquisition foriiis no 
pailH-'like a great wholesale merchant, whb does 
not by any means think it necessary to be the 
taster of his own wines. I am of opinim), that 
tMs may, perhaps, be in the end the wisest 
comie a great publisheir can pursue. Here, at 
least, is one sufficiently striking instance of its 
success. • 
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If OM be indiiied* liow«m^ fiir tn eUtgrnt 
dko^ wd almndimce of gosiip, k is only i^owt* 
ssry to «rais Ibe streets mA wt«r tb« «h9|^ €^ 
Messrs Manners wA Mitteiri-4b» t]*u$ loungui|^ 
place of tbe bluMftoekiiigs» md lUerory bw*- 
moiide of die Nnthem metoppolis; NptMfig, 
indeed^ cm i)e more mviting than *h^ CTtcmal 
j^yptamDos of tUs diap. otm0nmm^ngf if one 
is in Uie proper lounging bunour^ than the 
sQcaie of elegant ibiAing^hi^ is txhibited vnA- 
in. At the door you are cemved b^ <Me or 
^Am of the partners^ probaUjr t]» seoood men- 
tioned, wita has periiaps heen tumding some fine 
lady to her eairiiage, or k exigi^ed in oonmmk 
tkm unth some fine gentlenu«i» ahout to leave 
the diop aftear'his daily haif-hmir's visH* Yob 
are then conducted through a light and ^atnpus 
aiiti-iw<xn» full of olerks and ap^enta^es^ and 
adorned ivith a &w busts and prints^ into ^ 
back^shop, wfaieh Is a pei&ct t^jou- Jts walls 
aM covered with aU the most elegant books in 
fiisbionaMe request, arrayed in the most lii^ui- 
rious Glothing of Turk^ and Russia Imtig^, 
rad, blue, and gret^^-^-^^ind pwteeted by ^ass 
fblding^doors, from the intrusion even of the M- 
He dust which mi^t be supposed to threaten 

VOL. II. M 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



178 EDINBUEGH BOOKSELLERS. 

them. In a place k^pt so delicatdy triai^ The 
gpmte exhibits either a ^e bla^g£re, cht, in. its 
place, a beautifal fresh bush of hawthiom, stud( 
^ over with roses ai^ lilies, as gay as a May- 
pofe: The centre of the room is ooeupied by a 
table, oovered with the Magaaines and Reifoews 
of the month, the papers of the day,/ the last 
books of Voyages and Travels, and innuiaeiiQ)^ 
books of seenery^N-tibose beautiful books which 
transport on€fs <eye in a,QK>ment iojto the hieart 
•of Savoy^ or Itdly->*-or that still more beautilid 
one, whidh presents us with exquisite repres^i^ 
tations pf the old cables and rinnantie sJhiea^if 
-Scotland, over whose forms and liues of native 
-majesty, a newatmosph^e of magical interact 
has just been diffused by the poetieal pencil of 
Turner— ^Thomson-^^or WilUams. Upon the 
leaves of these 4x)oks, or such as.these, a groupe 
t)S the most ^egant young la^es and gentlemen 
oi the place may probaUy be. seen feasting, or 
seeming to feast their eyes ; while eneomiunis 
due to their beauties are mingled up in the 
e same whisper with compliments ^tiU more inte- 
resting to beauties, no doubt, istill more diyme. 
In one comar, perhaps, some haughty blue- 
stocking, with a volume of Campbell's Speci- 
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menS) or Dr Clarke's Scandinavia, or the last 
tiumber of the Edinburgh Review^ or Bla^- 
wood's Magazine in her hand, may be observed 
launching eve^ and lanon a look of ineffable dis^ 
dain upon the less intellectual occupation of her 
neighbours, and then returning with a new knit* 
ting of her Inx>ws to her own pauUo mc^&ra. In 
the midst of all this, the Bookseller himsdf moves 
about dcnng the honours of the plaice, with the 
same unwearied gallantry and poUteness: — now 
mingling his smiles with those of the triflers,: and 
now listening with earnest civiHiy to the disser- 
tation, commendatory or reprobatory, of the 
more philosophic &ir. One sees, in a moment, 
t^t fiiis is not a great publishing shop ; such 
weighty and laborious business would put to 
flight all the loves and graces that hover id the 
perfumed atmospherfe of the place. A novel, or 
a vcdume of pathe^ sermons, or pretty poems» 
might be tolerated, but that is the utmost. To 
select the most delicate viands from the great 
least of the Cadells, MuH^dys, Baldwins, Con- 
stables^ and Blackwoodsi and arrange and dis- 
pose ttem so as to excite the delicate a|>petite 
of the fine fastidious few*--such is the object 
and such the art of ^.jje great Hatchard of Edin- 
burgh. This shop seems to have a prodigious 
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ftmr dr retail business, and is, no doubt, not 
kss IncfirtiVB to the bookseller than defigkl^ 
fill to his guests. Mr Miller is the successor of 
Provost Creech, in something of his wit, ftud 
many of his st(»ries, and in all his love of good 
cheer and good humOtiir, and may certeinly be 
looked upon as the favourite bibliopole of almost 
aH but the writers of books. He ought, how- 
ever, to look tb his dignity, for I can perceive 
tha« he is likely to have ere long a dangerous ri- 
val ki a more juvenile bookseller, whose shop i* 
sdmost close to his own— Mr Peter Hill. This 
young gentleman inhabits at present a long mA 
dreary «liop, where it is impossible to imagine 
any groupe of fine ladies or gentlemen oould as- 
semble, sdtm les regies ; but he talks df removing 
to the New Town, and hints, not obscurely, that 
Mr Miller may soon see aH the elegandeA of his 
Imtdmr thrown into shade by an equally elegant 
stdon. 

Mr HiU and you, my good fellow, would hit 
it to a hair ; for, while his forenoons tKre part in 
the most sedulous attention to the business of a 
flourishing concern, his genteel smd agreeaUe 
manners have made him a universal favourite 
with everybody, so that one frequently meets 
wi^bim at evening parties, when ^ it is good 
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to be merry and wise ;" and I dedar^ to ypu^ 
that you nevar beard a sweets pipe. Our friend 
Tom Moore bimsdf is sto wbit his i^uperior. 

As for shops of old books, classics, b}ack-l^ter« 
fi>reign Eterature, and the like, I was never in 
any great town whidi possesses so few of tbem 
as this. It might indeed be guessed, thi^t b«f 
riehes in this way woidd not be great, after tb# 
account I have given you of the stat^, of spholar* 
ship among the literateurs of the I^wth. Tl^^we 
is, however, one ^op of this sort, which might 
cut a very respectable figure, even in pjaoes 
where attainqients of another kind are more 
in request ; and I confess I have visited this 
shop more frequently, and with more pleasure, 
than any of its mwe fashionable neigbboiufs in 
£dinbmrgh. It is situated, as it ought to be, 
in the imnediate vicinity of the College^ 9Xid 
Gonsequmtly quite out of the way of all the 
fashionable promenades and lounges ; but, in- 
deed, for anything I have seen, it is not mudi 
frequented ev^a by the young g^tlemen of 
the University. The daily visitors of Mr Laing, 
(for that is the nunc of its {ttoprietor,) s^esi 
ratber to be a few scattered individuals of va- 
rious Masses and professions, amoi^ whom, in 
apite of the prevailsng spirit and customs of 
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the place, some love of classical learning is still 
found to linger— retired clergymen and the Hke, 
who make no great noise in the world, and^ in- 
deed, are scarcely known to exist by the nobst 
part even of the literary people of Edinburgh, 
The shop, notwithstanding, is a remarkably neat 
and comfortable one, and even a lady might 
lounge in it, without having her eye offended, 
or her gown soiled. It consists of Wo apatrt- 
ments, which are both completely furnished wkh 
valuable editions of old authors, and I assure 
yx)u, the antique vellum bindings, or oak boards 
of these pcmderous fblios, are a very refreslmig 
sight to me, after visiting the gaudy and bril- 
liant stores of such a shop as tlmt I have jost 
described. Mr Laing himself is a quiet, sedate- 
looking old gentleman, who, although he has 
contrived to make very rich in hte business, 
has still the air of being somewhat dissatisfied, 
that so much more attention should be paid 
by his fellow-citizens to the flimsy novelties of 
tlie day, than to the solid and substantial articles 
which his maga^ne dispkys. But his son is the 
c\Ae{ enthusiast — indeed, he is by fhr the most 
genuine specimen of the true old-fashioned bi- 
bliopole that I ever saw exhibited in the person 
of a young man. My friend W—^— has a pro- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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lieve/' in ihm onee m^etipg casually in liotter- 
daiD, and l3»veUiag together ovi^ most part of 
HoUand in tibe Tyeckschuy t — and, indeed, this 
meumstatice has b(^n expres3ly allud^ to by 
W— — • in one of his poems. Here W-^*-«. 
commonly sp^ds. ojs^ or two hoin^s eifery wieek 
he 18 in Edinburgh, toming over, in company 
with his young fHend, all the Alduses, and Elze- 
virsi and Wy nkin de Wordes, and Caxtons in 
the collection, nor does he often leave the shop^ 
wit^ut beang tempted to take some little specir 
mim of its treasures hoitie with him. I. also, al- 
though my days of bibliomania are long since 
over, have been occasionally induced to trs^s- 
gress my self-denying rule. I have picked up 
iitarious curious things, at a pretty dieap rate — 
and one book in particular, of, which I i^aU beg 
your acceptance whai we meet ; but at present 
I wob't tell you what it is. David Laing is 

sdU a very young man ; butW- tells me, 

(and so lar a$ I have had occasion to see, he is 
quite correct in doing 8o,) that he possesses a 
truly wonderful degree of skill and knowledge 
in ahnost all departments pf biblicgwphy . Since 
Xubb's death,! he isays, he does npt tjunk there is 
^ny of the boo^ler» in I^andon, superior tp him 
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in this way, and h6 ofleti aidvisai him to tram&t 
the shop and all its treasurecr thitheor* But I 
suppose Mr Laing has rt^ go^ iteosdns not to 
b^ In a hurty in adopting any sucit adviw. H« 
^Ublitiihes a catalogue almost every year^ and 
Ihra carries on a mery extenilve tradie with aH 
parts oT the island. Beside, mifiD^able as is the 
g^efral condition of old learning in Scotland^ 
there is still, I isnppose, abuifidatit oceai&on for 
one booksdler of this kind ; and, 1 believe^ he 
has no rival in the whole country. For my 
part^ if 1 lived in Edinburgh, I would go to 
his shop eVtty now and Aen, trere it only 
to be put so much in mind of the heppy hours 
we used to Spend together long ago at Mr 
t^arker^s. 

Hiis old gentleiman and his so^ ans dist&i- 
guished by their classical taste^ in regard to otfa<^ 
things; besides books— Hand, among the refift, in 
te^A to wines — a subject touching which it is 
fully more easy for them to excite the sjmipatliy 
of the knowing ones of Edinburgh. Tb^ give 
an annual dinner to W— **^, and he carried me 
with him the other day to <«ie of these anniver- 
saries. 1 have seldom seen a more luxurious 
display. We had clarfet of liie most exquisite 
La-Fitte flavour, which foamed in the glass like 
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the cream of straw-berries, and went down as 
cool as tiie nectar of Olympus. David and 

W entertained us with an infinite variety 

of stories aboirt Gem^e Bticfaatian, the Admira- 
ble Crichtonius, and all the more forgotten heroes 
of the Delidse Poetarum Scotorum. What pre- 
cise share of the pleasure might be due to the 
choret, and what to their stories, I shall not ven- 
tUK to aiquive; but I have rsrely spent an 
evening moie pleasantly^ 

P. M. 

P. S. They are also v«py curious in dierry. 
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LETTER XLiy. 

to the same. 

Dear David, 
The only great lounging bookshop in tlie 
New Town of Edinburgh is Mr Blackwood^. 
The prejudice in favour of sticking by the Old 
Town was so strong among the gentlemen of 
the trade, that when this bookseller intimated a 
few years ago his purpose of remo'^g to -the 
New, his ruin was immediately prophesied by 
not a few of his sagacious brethrai. He persist- 
ed, however, in his intentions, and speedily took 
possession of a large and airy suite o# rooms in 
Prince's Street, which had formerly been occu- 
pied by a notable confectioner, and whose thl^ii- 
hold was therefore familiar enough to all the fre- 
quenters of that superb promenade. There it 
was that this enterprizing bibliopcde hdisted 'his 
standard, and prepared at once for action. Sti- 
mulated, I suppose, by the example and siiooesi^ 
of John Murray, whose agent he is, he deter- 
mined to make, if possible. Prince's Street to the 
High-Street, what the other has made Albemarle 
Street to the Row. 
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This shop is situated very near my hotel ; so 
Mr W carried me into it aknost immediate- 
ly after my arrival in Edinburgh ; indeed, I 
asked him to do so, for the noise made even in 
London about the Chaldee MS., and some other 
things in the Magazine, had given me some cu- 
riosity to see the intrepid publisher of these 
things, and the probable scene of their concoc- 
tion. W has contributed a variety of poems^ 

<jiiefiy ludicrous, to the pages of the New Mis- 
ceOany ; so that h^ is of course a mighty favomv 
ite with the proprietor, and I could not have 
made my introduction under better auspices 
thifcn hi9. 

The length of vista presented to one on enter- 
ing the shop, has a very imposing effect ; for it 
is duried back, room after room, through vari- 
ous gradations of light and shadow, till the eye 
cannot trace distinctly the outline of any object 
in the furthest distance. First, there is as usual 
a spacious place set apart for retail-business, 
and a numerous detachment of young clerks 
and apprentices, to whose management that im- 
portant department of the concern is intrusted. 
Then you have an elegant oval s^oon, lighted 
from the roof, where various groupes of loungers 
and literary dilettimti are engaged in looking 
at, or criticizing among themselves, thp pubil 
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CRtkms just airived by that day's coach from 
town. In sttdi critical coUoqutes, the voice of 
the booksdkr himself may ever and ancm be 
heaid mingling the broad and unadulterated 
notes o£ its Auld Reekie mudc ; for, unless oo- 
copied in the recesses of the {»*emises with some 
other business, it is here^that be has his usual 
station. He is a nimble active4oo1dng man of 
middle age^ and moves about from one corner 
to another with great alacrity, and ap|>arently 
under the influenoe of high mimal spirits. His 
eomplexidi is very sanguineous, but nothing 
can be more intelligent, keai, and si^acious, 
than the expression of the whole physiognomy ; 
above all, the gtey eyes and eye-l»:owB as full 
of loco-motion as those of Catalam. Theiemadb; 
he makes mr^ in g^ieral, extremely acute — mudi 
more so, indeed, tlian those of any member's of 
ihe trade I evar heard speak upon such tox»c^. 
The shrewdness and decision of the man can, 
however, stand in need of no testimony beyond 
what bis own conduct has affiM:ded^«*«bove all,, 
in the estaUishment of his Magazine, {the con- 
eeptton of which, I am assured, was entirely his 
own,) and the subsequent energy with whicb he 
has supported it through every variety of good 
and evil fortune. It would be very unfair to 
Uy upoil his shoulders any portion of the blame 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



mOINBUROH BOCWSELLE&S. 189 

which partioiUr parts of his book may have 
deserved ; but it is impossibk to deny tihat he it 
well entiti^d to a large share in whatever merit 
may be supposed to be due to the erection of a 
work, feutided, in the mam, upon good princi* 
pies both political and reKgious, in a city where 
a work upon such principles must have been 
more wanted, and, at the same time, more diffi- 
cult, than in any other with which I am ac« 
quainted. 

After I bad been introduced in due larnit 
and we had stood for about a couple c^ minutes 

in this place, the bookseller drew Mr. W. 

aside, and a whispering conversation commenced 
between them, in the course of which, although 
I had no intention of being a listener, I could 
not avoid notidng that my own name was fie^ 
quently mentioned. On the condusion of it, 
Mr Blackwood approached me with a look of 
tenlbld kindness, aiid requested me to walk 
wift him into the interior of his pmnisesp^aH 
>f whidi, he was pleased to add, he was desir 
firas df shewing to me. I of coutie agooed, 
and followed him diroi^h various turuDgs and 
windings into a rery small dbset; fumisbed. 
with B€rf:hing but a pair of chaors and a writmg- 
table. We had w> sooner arrived in tl^ plaee^ 
wbjdi, by the way, had oei:tainly something 
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very mysterious in its aspect, than Mr !nack« 
wood began at once with tkese wardi^, — " Weft 
Dr Morris, have you seen our last Number ? Is 
it not perfectly glorious?— My stairs! Doctor ^ 
there is nothing equal to it. We are beatmg 
the Reviews all to nothing — and, as to the 
other Magazines, they are such utter trash**—— 
To this I replied shortly, that I had seoi and 
been very much amused with the last number 
of his Magazine — ^intimating, however, by tone 
of voice, as well as of look, that I was 1^ no 
means prepared to carry my admiiation quite to 
the height he seemed to think reasonable and 
due. He observed nothing of this, however; 
or if he did, did not choose I should see that 
It was so—** Dr Morris !'* said he, " you mittt 
really be a contributor— We^ve a set of wild 
fellows about us ; we ai'e mudi in want of a 
few sensible intelligent writers, like y6u, sir, to 
eounterbakmce them— and then what a fine field 
you would have in Wales— quite untoudhekl-<i- 
a perfect Potosi. But any thing you like, sir-^ 
only do contribute. It is a shame for any nan 
that disliked whiggery and inixdeUly n<A to as- 
sist us. Do give us an article, Ddctor.'* 

Such an appeal was not easily to be resisibd ; 
so, before coming away, I promised, hmAjiiery to 
comply with his request. I should be happy to 
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do 80^ indeed, were it oaky to please my friend 
W-~— , wlws although by no means a bigotted 
adniirer of Mr Blackwood's M^azine, is resol 
ved to support it as far as he eonvenientlj can, 
-r^nerely md simply, because it opposes, on all 
ocxsasions, what he calls the vile spirit of the 
Edinburgh Review. Besides, from every thing 
I have since seen or heard of Mr Bladcwood^ I 
cannot biit feel a most friendly disposition to> 
wards him. He has borne, without shrinking, 
mudi shameful abuse, heapej[ upon him by the 
lower members of the political party whose great 
organ his Magazine has so boldly, and, in gene^ 
ral, so justly, attacked. But the public, seem to 
be a good deal disgusted with the treatment he 
has jreceived— *« pretty strong re*-action has been 
created—^so that, whUe one hears his name occft- 
sionaHy pronouneed contemptuously by some 
paltry Whig, the better class of the. Whigs 
themselves miention him in very different terms, 
and tibe general conviction throughout this lite* 
rary city is» that he is a dever, zealous, honest 
man, who has been made to answer occasionally 
lor faults not his own, and that he possesses the 
essential qualities both of a bookadler and a pub- 
lisher, in a degree, perhaps^ not at i^l inferior to 
the most formidable of his rivals. Over md above 
all this, I must say, that I am fond of using my 
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pci^~ witness my unoonsdwftble q^tksi^ Dih 
vid, part» preaent^ and to oome^-dnd have long 
been seeking for an opportunitf to try my band 
in some of the periodical joonials. In the pro- 
sent day, I look upon periodical writing as by 
far tiie most agreeable species of authoishipb 
When a man sits down to write a history or a 
dissertation-^to fill an octavo or quarto with 
Politics, Morals, Metaphysics^ Theologyi Phyr 
sies. Physic, or Beltes^Letfanes, he writes only 
for a particular clap of readers* and his book is 
bought only by a fow of that particular <Jb8S. 
But the happy man who is pcsnnitted to fill a 
sheet, or a hidf-sheet, of a monthly or quarterly 
journal with his lucubrations, is sure of coooing 
into the hands c£ a vast number c^p^^ooji more 
tiian he has any strict or even feasible c}aim 
upcm, either from the subject-matter or executiOD 
of his work. The sharp and comical criti^m^ 
of one man are purchased 1^ people who aUbor 
Ihe very name of wit, because tibey Jire stitidied 
undter the same cover with ponderous masses of 
political economy, or foggy divinity, or statis- 
tics, or law^ or algebira, more fitted for thfdr 
plain, or would4)e plain understandings ; while, 
on the other hand, young ladies and gentlemen, 
who conceive the whole sum and substance of 
buman accomplishment to consist in beinjg abk 
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to gabUe a Httle about new novels and poems^ 
are compelled to become the proprietors of so 
many quires of lumber per quarter^ in order 
that they may not be left in ignorance of the 
last merry things uttered by Mr Jeffrey, or Mr 
Sonthey, or Mr Gifford, or Sir James Macintosh. 
It is thus — for that also should be taken into 
consideration — that these works pay so much 
better than any others ; or rather that, with the 
exception of a few very popular poems, or novels, 
or sermons, (which are sold off in a week or two,) 
they are the only works that pay at all. One 
might suppose, that as all the best aut^iors of our 
day are extremely willing to pocket as much as 
they can by their productions, the periodical 
works, all the world over, would be filled with 
the very best materials that living writers could 
furnish ; and, in our country, there is no ques- 
tion a near approach to this has been made in 
the case of the two great Reviews, which, after 
idl that has been said against them, must still be 
admitted to be, in the main, the most amusing 
and instructive works our time produces. 

But even these might be vastly improved, 
were it not for the vanity or ambition — (accord- 
ing to Gall and Spurzheim, the two principles 
are quite the same,) — of smne of our chief writers^ 

yojL,, II. N 
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whd ciLnoxA, in spite of all theif love for lucre; 
entirely divest themselves of the old-fashioned 
ideas they imbibed in their youth, about the 
propriety and dignity of coining outj every now 
afad then, with lai'ge tomes produced by ond 
btain, and bearing one riajiie on the title-page; 
In time, however, there is reason to hope people 
rhay become sensible of the absurdity of such 
ante-diluvian notions, and consent, for their own 
sakes, to keep up all their best things for the 
periodicals. Indeed^ I see no reason to doubt 
that this will be the caSe long before the Na^ 
tional Bankruptcy occurs. 

I, for my part, have such a horror at the idea 
of Writing a whole book, and putting my Chrii^* 
tian and surname at the beginning of it, that I 
ain quite sure I should never be an author while 
I live, were these necessary conditions to th6 
dignity. I could not endure to hear it whisper- 
ed when I might come into a room — " Dr Mot- 
ris — ^who is Dr Morris ?" — " O, 'tis the same Dr 
Morris that wrote the book on so and so — thiat 
was cut up so and so" — or even " that was prai- 
ted so and so, in such and such a Review." — I 
Want nerves for this. I rejoice in the privilege 
of writing and printing ineognitb — 'ti& the fin^t 
^Qcovefy tf out age, €0t it was never iHraeti* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



20XNBUAGH BOUKSTLLBlttf. l&S 

sed to kby dxteht in sxif age preceding, l^h^re 
ill no ^qtiestion tibat the otlier way of doing must 
hkve its own Ogrimens^ when one happens to 
practise it with great success— ^but even so, I 
think the mask is better on the whole, and I 
think it looks as if the whole world were likely 
to be ere long of my opinion. I don't suppose 
the author of Waverley will ever think of con- 
fessing himself-^were I in his place, I am sure t 
never should. What fine persuasive words are 
those which Venus makes use of in the i£neid, 
when she proposes to the Trojan hero to wrap 
hi$ approach to ,the city with a copious garniture 
of cloud— 772ti/to nehuUe amictu. 

*' Cernere ne quis te, neu quis contingere posset, 
Molirive moram^ aut veniendi poscere causas." 

There could be no resisting of sudi arguments, 
even without the additional persuasiveness of a 
" rosea cervix,'' and ** amhrosice com€e divinuM 
tertice odtyrem spirantes'' 

Mr W — — came into the sanctum sanctorum 
before the bookseller and his new author had 
quite made an end of their confabulation. He 
forthwith asked Mr Blackwood fc»* his gem, 
upon whidi a silver snuff-box was produced, and 
I iibmediately recollected the inimitable descrip- 
tion ixi the Chaldee M^.^ which had given rise 
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to the expression used by my friend. Nothings 
I think, can be more exquisite. — *^ And he took 
from under his girdle a gem of curious work- 
manship, of silver, made by the hand of a cuur 
ning artificer, and overlaid within witli pure 
gold ; and he took from thence something in co- 
lour like unto the du$t of the earthy or the ashes 
that remain of a furnace, and he snuffed it up 
like the east wind, and returned the gem again 
into its place,- But I must reserve the famous 
Chaldee MS., and the character of this farrfamed 
Magazine for another letter. 

On coming away, W reminded me that I 

had said I would ^ine with him at any tavern 
he pleased, and proposed that we should honour 
with our company a hpuse in tjie immediate 
neighbourhood of Mr Blackwood's shop, and 
frequently alluded to in his Magazine, as the 
great haunt of its wits. Indeed, it is one of the 
localities taken notice of by the archaic jeu- 
d'esprit I have just quoted, — " as thou lookest to 
the road of Gabriel and the land of Ambrose,** 
which last proper name is that of the keeper of 
this tavern. W had often supped, but ne- 
ver dined here before, so that it was somewhat 
of an experiment ; but our reception was such as 
to make us by no means repent of it We had 
an excellf pt dinner, and port so superb^ that my 
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friend called it quite a discovery. I took parti- 
cular notice of the salmon, which mine host as- 
sured us came from the Tay, but which I could 
scarcely have believed to be the real product of 

that river, unless W had confirmed the 

statement, and added, by way of explanation, 
that the Tay salmon one sees in London loses 
at least half of its flavour, in consequence of its 
being transported thither in ice. Here, it is cer- 
tainly the finest salmon one meets with. The 
fish from the Tweed are quite poor in compari- 
son. The fact is, I suppose, that before any ri- 
ver can nourish salmon into their full perfection, 
it must flow through a long tract of rich coun- 
try. The finest salmon in the whole world are 
those of the Thames and the Severn — those of 
the Rhine and the Loire come next ; but, in 
spite of more exquisite cookery, their inferiority 
is still quite apparent. We made ourselves very 
happy in this snug little tavern till nine o'clock, 
when we adjourned to Oman's, and concluded 
the evening with a little Al Echam, and a cup 
of coflTee. 

The street, or lane, in which Ambrose's ta- 
vern is situatedf derives its name of Gabriel's 
Road, from a horrible murder which was commit- 
ted there a great number of years ago. Any 
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QOcuire^ice of that sort seems to make a prodi* 
giQiiidy la3tmg impression on the minds of the 
$Cotch people. You rememba: MuschaPs Cairn 
ip the Heart of Mid-Lothian-^I think CkAHd^s 
Bead is a more shocking name. Cairn is too 
fine a word to be coupled with the idea of a 
vulgar murder. But they both sound horribly 
enough. The story of Gabriel, however, is one 
that ought to be remembered, for it is one of 
the most striking illustrations I have ever met 
with, of the e£fed;s of puritanical superstition in 
destroying the mor4 feelings, when carried to 
the extreme in former days not uncommon in 
Scotland. Gabriel was a Preacher or Licentiate of 
the Kirk, employed as domestic tutor in a gen<* 
tleman's family in Edinburgh, where he had fin: 
pupils two fine boys of eight or ten years of 
age. The tutor entertained, it seems, some par« 
tiality for the Abigail of the children's mother, 
and it so happened, that one of his pupils ohs^^ 
yed him kiss the girl one day in passing through 
an anti-room, where she was sitting. The little 
fellow carried this interesting piece of intelli*- 
gence to his brother, and both of them mention- 
ed it by way of a good joke to their mother the 
same evening. Whether the lady had drp^ed 
sfxm^ hint of what she had. heard tq her maid, or 
whether she had done so to the Preacher himself. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



OABBIEL'sr EOAD. 199 

J have not leamfid ; but w it was, that he found 
he had been discovered, and by what means 
also. The idea of having been detected in such 
a trivial trespass, was enough to poison forev^ 
the spirit of this juvmiile presbyterian — ^his whole 
soul liecame filled with the blackest demons of 
rage, and he resolved to sacrifice to his indigna- 
ticm the instruments of what he conceived to be 
so deadly a disgrace. It was Sunday, and after 
going to church as usual with his pupils, he led 
them out to walk in the country — for the ground 
«i which the New Town of Edinburgh now 
stands, was then considered as the (umMry by the 
people of Edinburgh. After passing calmly, tb 
all appearance, tiurough several of the green 
'fields^ which have now become streets and 
square, he came to a place more lonely than 
the rest, and there drawing a large clasp-knife 
irom his pocket, he at once stabbed the elder of 
bis pupils to the heart. The younger boy ga- 
fed on him for a moment, and then fled with 
shrieks of terror ; but the murderer pursued with 
the bloody knife in his hand, and slew him also 
.as soon as he was overtaken. The whole of this 
id^tMsking soene was observed distinctly from Ihe 
Old iPdWn, by innumerable crowds of people, 
who wq^e near enough to see every motion of 
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the murderer, and hear the cries of the infants^ 
although the deep ravine between them and the 
place of blood, was far more than sufficient to 
prevent any possibility of rescue. The tutor 
sat down upon the spot, immediately after ha- 
ving concluded his butchery, as if in a stupor of 
despair and madness, and was only roused to his 
recollection by the toudb of the hands that seized 
him. 

It so happened^ that the Magistrates of the 
City were assembled together in their Coundl- 
Boom, waiting tiU it should be time for them to 
walk to church in procession, (as is their cus- 
tom,) when the crowd drew near with their cap- 
tive. The horror of the multitude was commu- 
nicated to them, along with their intelligence, 
and ihey ordered the wretch to be brought at 
once into their presence. It is an old law in 
Scotland, that when a murderer is caught in the 
very act of guilt, (or, as they call it, red^hand,) 
he may be immediately executed, without any 
formality or delay. Never surely could a more 
fitting occasion be found for carrying this old 
law into effect. Gabriel was hanged within an 
hour after the deed was done, the red knife be- 
ing suspended from bis nedc, iti^d the blood of 
the innocents scarcely dry upop his fingers. 
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Such is the terrible story from which the 
name of GabrieFs Road is derived. I fear the 
spirit from which these horrors sprung^ is not 
yet entirely extinct in Scotland } but on this I 
shall have a better opportunity to make a i'ew 
remarks, when I come to speak at length of the 
present religious condition of the nation — ^the 
most important of all objects to every liberal 
traveller in every country — bat to none so im- 
portant as to the traveller who visits Scotland^ 
and studies the people of Scotland, as they de- 
serve to be studied. 

Ever your affectionate friend, 

P. M. 
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LETTER XLV. 



TO THE SAME. 



My dear David Williams, 
I take no offence whatever with anything 
you have said, nor do I think it at all likely 
that I shall ever take any serious offence from 
anything you can say. The truth is, that you 
are looking upon all these matters in far too 
serious a point of view. I care nothing about 
this book, of which you have taken up so evil a 
report; but I insist upon it, that you spend 
one or two evenings in looking over the copy I 
send you, before you give me any more of your 
solemn advices and expostulations. When I 
have given you time to do this, I shall write to 
you at greater length, and tell you my own 
mind all about the matter. 

Ever your^s, 

P.M. 
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LETTER XLVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



I PRESUME you have now done as I request- 
ed ; and if so, I have no doubt you are prepared 
to listen to what I have to say with a more phi- 
losophic temper. The prejudices you had taken 
up without seeing the book, have, I make no 
question, made unto themselves wings and pass- 
ed away---at least the most serious of them,—- and 
you are probably quite as capable of taking a 
calm and impartial view of the afiair as I myself 
am ; for as to my allowing any partiality for 
W j seriously to warp my judgment concern- 
ing a literary Journal, in which he sometimes 
writes — ^this is, I assure you, a most absurd sus- 
picion of your's — ^but transeat cum aUis. 

The history of Blackwood's Magazine is very 
singular in itself, and I think must long conti- 
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nue to form an important epoch in the literary 
history of Scotland — above all, of Edinburgh. 
The time of its first appearance was happily cho- 
sen, just when the decline of that intense and 
overmastering interest, formerly attracted to the 
Edinburgh Review, had fairly begun to be not 
only felt, but acknowledged on every hand ; 
and had it not appeared at that particular time, 
it is probable that something, not widely differ- 
ent in spirit and purpose, must have ere long 
come forth ; for there had already been formed 
in Scotland a considerable body of rebels to the 
long undisputed tyrannical sway of Mr Jeffrey 
and his friends ; and it was necessary that the 
sentiments of this class should find some vehicle 
of convenient expression. In short, the diet of 
levity and sarcastic indifference, which had so 
long formed the stable nourishment of Scottish 
intellect, had by repetition lost, to not a few pa- 
lates, the charming poignancy of its original fla- 
vour ; and besides, the total failure of all the po- 
litical prophecies of the Whig wits, and, indeed; 
the triumphant practical refutation given by the 
great events of the preceding years to all their 
enunciations of political principles, had, without 
doubt, tended very powerfiilly to throw discredit 
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up<m thdr opinions in regard to other matters. 
The Whigs themselves, indeed, were by no means 
inclined to acknowledge that the sceptre of their 
rulers had lost any portion of its power ; but 
the continuance of their own firm allegiance 
was by no means sufficient to prevent this fix>m 
being actually the case ; for, in preceding times, 
the authority of the critical sceptre had been ao* 
knowledged by Scottish Tories, no less humbly 
than by Scottish Whigs ; and it was too natural 
for these last to suspect, at this alarming crisis, 
that the former would now think themselves in 
possession of a favourable opportunity for throw- 
ing off a sway, which had always with them 
rested much more on the potency of fear than 
on that of love. 

The subjection of the antecedent period had, 
indeed, been as melancholy and profound, as 
aiiy thing ever exemplified within the leaden cirr 
de of an eastern despofs domination. There 
was, for a long time, no more thought among 
the Scottish reading public of questioning the 
divine right, by which Mr Jeffrey and his asso- 
ciates ruled over the whole realms of criticism, 
than there is in China of pulling down the cou- 
sin-german of the Moon, and all his bo>ving 
coujrt of Mand^ns. In many respects, there is 
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ne doubt the Scotach had been io^nitdy indebt^ 
ed to this gov^rmuent — it had done miidi to t^ 
fine and polish their ideas and manners-^it had 
given thena an air of intelligence atid biteedi6g> 
to which they had been sttangers before its erec- 
tion among them^ But these advantages were 
not of so deep a nature, as to &ii themselveH 
with arty v^ry lasting sway in the sOuU of the 
wiser and better part of the people. They 
were counterbalanced in the eyes of the sim^ 
pier and less meditative classes, by many cir- 
cumstances of obvious character and obvious 
importance too, (after these had once been able 
to fix attention;)— ^and those who were accus- 
tomed or able to reflect in a more serious and 
profound manner upon the condition of thdr 
ooutitry, could not, I suppose, be blind to an^ 
other circumstance equally true, and fai* more 
generally and enduringly important than any 
other — namely, that the influence acquired by 
the Edinburgh Reviewers over the associations 
of the great majority of Scottish minds, was not 
an influence accompanied with any views of phi- 
losophy calculated to ennoble human rtature, or 
with any genM or productive spirit of thought 
iyi;idy to draw out the genius and intelket <tf 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



the oaat^try in which theor Bevievr was pub- 
lished. 

The national mind of any country is ndt like- 
ly to be elieited advantageonsly, if th^ reins of 
public assodatidn are managed with all the pe^ 
tulance of e&ger self-love, caring little for the 
investigation bf any ptiiiciple» or the expansioil 
of any feeling, provided it can in the mean- 
time assume to itself the appearance of superior 
smartness and cleverness. Love, which ^' hopeth 
all tilings and belieV^th all things/' is the true 
inventive principle. It is the true caloric, whidi 
calls out every sort of vegetation from the soil, 
Whidbi contains in its bosom the sleeping gernte 
of national genius. Now, the Edinburgh Re^ 
view cared very little fc^ what might be dond, 
or might be hoped to be dohe> provided it cduld 
exercise a despotic authority in deciding 6n the 
merits of what was done. Nobody could ev« 
regard this Work as a great fbstering-nibther of 
the infaiit maMfestatioxls of intiellebtual and inia^ 
ginative power. It was alWays sufficiently pfaon, 
that in all things its chief ol^ect Wa^ to support 
the credit of its own appearance. It praised onl^ 
where praise was extorted-^-and it never prdsed 
evai the highest efforts of cont^nporary gkaun, 
in th& spirit of true and geniiunfi eamertHBeii^ 
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whkh might have been beeomiilg $«^Bven 4ii 
the temple of thdr adoi^tion the^B^Tiew^rs slffll 
earned with them the swell awi^trttt'of tbdr 
own woildly Tanky ; and; fin the tA^^ €^ (lieir 
most fervent defvotions^ it wa« iilwayS'eii£(y''to's^ 
tliat they eoticeived themselves^ to he ednft*rf*g 
honour ^n the (Aject of their w^orship. Thfeiy ne- 
ver spoke out of the fullness" erf- the heart, i*i 
praising «iy one of o&r great living poets,- the 
majesty of whose genius would have heen qtii%6^ 
enough to take away all ideas, except those df 
prostrate respect, from the breasts of critics^ 
w^m Tany portion of the true mantle of AA 
Aristotle, or a Longinns, or a'Quinctilian, might 
hftve defended. Looking bade now after the 
lapse of several yeam, to their accounts of many 
of those poems, isoA as Mr Scott% for example,) 
wiildi have now become so deeply int^woven 
widi the most serious part of every mien's mind, 
it is quite wonderful to find in what aUgfat find 
trivial vein the fh-st notices of them had been 
pMsented to the public by the Edinburgh Rci- 
viewers. Till very lately, at may be doubted 
if there was any one critique on aeontemporary 
poet, in the pages of the Edinburgh Review, 
which did not more or less partake ibf thc'nature 
o£ a quiz. Sardy this was veiy poor work» asd 

a 
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Aidb wai tlie view of it which a veyy large pnn 
portion, eveDof the SoottisAr public; had tit hist 
begun to eatalaiii. . \ > 

The&e fttults^^finiltB thiis at last li^giittnngf 
to beaeea fay a eohsiderable nitniber of the oid 
neadera and admiraiB of the £dinburgh Keyi^w^ 
-rrseera to have been at the bottom of the wtt^ 
i^oa which the writers who established Blacks 
wood's Magasina had against it; but tiieif 
quarrel also ii«duded a very just diMpprobation 
of the unpatriotio mode of amsidmng the po^ 
Meal events o£ the times adopted idl alon^ by 
the Review^ and also of its occasional iite&gi^ 
ous mockeries, borrowed from the French phi- 
loBdphy, or stA-dimmte philosophy <^ the last 
age. Their great object seems to have been to 
breiik up tiie monopoly of influent which haA 
long been possessed by a set of persons, guilty 
of perverting, in so inany ways, talents' CMti all 
hwds acknowledged to be gxieat. And had thejr 
gone about the execution of then* design with 
as much wisdom and good feeling as would seen^ 
to have attended the conception of it, I have little 
doubt they would very soon have procurfed a 
mi^ty host of readers to go along with thein ill 
all ;th^r conclusions. But the persons who arc^ 
siij^poaed to have taken the lead m direcfcing th^ 

VOL. II. o 
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MmtontBf wanted many of 4hoieqiiili«iM«vidi«li 
wemimoflt ntc^assf to 'ensnse woeesii to»<th^ 
mdewouM ; and th^ poesesicA oMmts^ w^cdif 
attlHWJi^ iin Ihemstbrct adiniidlilyMfiiiallted fi^r 
fttal4ii^'tlicm- to aoodooti tftiriii pt^cjitclB.mo^ 
fMAdlf, tended, in th^ mteiler lA wlMt'tkey 
iM«to Hie of tfaeni» t» Uirow many wmv^mmf 
ohrtttdeiiin their way. In dux^ liiey xv!€c>e VAy 
]pc»iing^ or very mexpeiieooed roen^ who« al* 
though -paMJonately fondcfiiteratufc^ abd«v^ 
If dl ahiUed in maay ofitB. finest inittdiesv wcie 
hy iw/mttna aeoii»tdy acquainted with the 
staMcttfei and. pnetioe ef literafaue^ atit exiato 
at'thi* day ,in Britain, l^iiey saw wd( enough 
hivwhirts <e«pe(b the fitemtwa of • the dayhed 
hten^i^Uoweii to faU into aoendMon uhwoiihy 
«f tii0 ^d ^irit of EnghBh htentUBe, tet^they 
doiii^ 9tein to have> aeen withrequal perspioad^ 
tfp m how ^many pointe the literary pnetioe ef 
9W tiR»e hat been unprored^ hey ottd thai of the 
fgea preceding. With theks minds fidl of love 
and ven^vition fbr the great, serioua anthota: ef 
all Hatiens and^sges, and e8peUs% so feriali 
the masteivspirits of theif^ own tim^ they ap- 
pear to ha^e entertained alee a most eingohtf 
wiMntfl of ayaopathy foot aU tbeeadMvagaoeidfs^ 
eapneei^ and madnesses of «iol|e hmnoafthet 
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were *0f0r in' any age «mbodkd in^tlie vcldd# 
«P^iM l«i^iui{ge» XMT made use of as tlie imtm^ 
mmtt^ of poweflftl kitrilect. Tktir vcmMm* 
fti^ UttdUMtoal pmntwiM too gMiiU««exaolfy aa 
tiMtf of ^ Iklintar^iitevwwMrvaB tco 
m^ tb&f «UDW6d «ins fttiii^ in llie maili:Jr 
most exodlent one, to dmt fiNun iheSx ajim *• 
Itoiteaiid cireunuteaoet^ both of agretmeant and 
dhagit a tp wnt^ betwem the. spirit of tbeilr mm 
t^ and the spirit of tisitt »teoedmt»--^B ^ 
wiusb moat espeoUl]r and meat ioiperatitdjr 
demanded the attentkA af the Inalitiita»a of • 
new Liiteraty Jownd havii^ audi ^oli^ete and 
andl pnteofflOM aa thdra. In fihort» «hey wefa 
teo^fnih ffom^ tbair akudiea to have been aUe 
toilodc faaek upon any particiilaf patied of li- 
tcanry htrtory, with the prc^per dagxee q£ eeol- 
iieaa wad cahnnes& Th^ ateiirad rathaa teo in* 
diBcriminately, and whatever they admired thejf 
neveir thought it otmld he iikipiopw or uslsi^ tot 
dttm to imitate. They approached the lirta of )i* 
tani^ warfare with the q^t at bottom of t9iie 
hearts ; but th^ had coine fipom the woodl^ 
add tiie ckdabers, and not from the.dtiet atad 
hauAtaof addyenaeni and they had attned the«>>^ 
sAmk^m additkm to their weapiMla ef thexi|^ 
slPith many othm* waapona of efitejW^ 
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iflnili,^ ahfa(wgh sractianed'iin'fernier 4mie»i hf 
the pmcdce of the iieroeA jn whose veiftmUmifi 
ik^ htd'foand themrosi&Kg, bad.Aow booMie 
utterly «xplode4> and were regarded^ md? jtist}^ 
tegaxdeis aa. entirely uitjustifithleiaikl disgrM^ 
ftil by all who fiorveyed, mthimodern ey.fis^'4be 
areBft of thek medem ^exertionsii ' ;. v aK> 
" Sut eren f(»; 'this, t)»eie ; might faaV« hMK. 
Mme littie excuse^ had their weapoiu^ . wi3i)i4t 
tliey"were, been employed <nily in hdialf of th^-. 
iH>ble came^they had espoiiaed. r Sn^^ flmW^ 
even was by no meam the case. ^ These den^K^^^ 
out'instroments wene^ too powerful teibeiSweiTf 
6A easily by the hot hands into whidi thtyihsd 
Oomi^ ; and--^as if ihtoxlicaited; with the del^trof * 
feeling themeelves fiimished witsk .unwonted ao^^ 
coilti^emeflfis, a«d a spac^ous'field^ — the new, wsab ' 
batants began at dnoe totoss theur darts ^d^Ml 
tiKeni in diiveetlpns quit^ foreign tcy those) they 
dbould have hadin view. They staimd,fkvplani| 
hmguage,f the beginning of their. career with. tbe^ 
Att» of many wanton and infaliciorus personal aa-' 
tires, not immediately subserviatkt to the iricdl^' 
oatk>n of ai^ partioular.set of .pdi}0ipl€)(^.Whpt«> 
ette^r, and in thdr nei^easary and/iAtio^^ 
d^)!sles quite hostiJie'to t&s liofate mA- gi^n^emfi^' 
aetof principles^ religious. and pcAitical, afs ^^tt' 
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w»)ibmLfy^ )ofni^}iidi tibese porsom' hod profeMed 
tilMiKiel^ed to ;b6 ^h^ chatnpidTls. fifnce' th»t 
tl»¥#; e^peilcbc^ send tdtecfticAi geeili to ha>rd 
te<rgfci> » them tnatiy> fessdtiS'. boHceming the fi»lly 
Hfifd vk6 of tbi^ patt ol^ thdf giddy cafee)M4mt 
tti*y ttave-stiH not a littte lo learn beibre they 
can be made fully seni^ble of tJie true natui^ of 
i^^oi^ Jg)»f tii^ .trespasses. And, in them^an^ 
ifcit, ' «fter hav^ttg been guiky of (Prices' 96 
iMnifeit; Ifaey c^ti have no right to col^plait); 
although thofiie ^ho witnesised their oflfenoes are 
slow.ut bdng made sen^bie to Itie sin^eri^ isf 
tkak repentance; They must take the* eonm^ 
qoenoefi'd? their own audacious folly, in eoni« 
mitting, or permitting, such gross oiltrages'np^ 
eii^all/gi»idtfeefing-^and submit t6 go through 
theiuU^nalties of the Purgatory of Suspieion, 
fatfiDK they hope to'^ipproach that Paradise of 
perfeciForgiveness, of which, among many other 
points 'bf 'its foeatitude, Dant^ has taken oore td 
sa^r, itithta sagacity p^uliaor to hims^lf^ > 

^' Molto e licito la, die qui non lece." 

Gffeirt, howler, as was the' impropriety (td 
uSfe'th^ slightest phrase) of many of these eairly 
saittr* in this Magazine, I by no means would 
have you to believe, {as you iSeem to harve done,) 
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iiiil- tiNi outery iwad tf^nit tbe M^^iaiM 

})f $owm of tbe minor ofadm of tliei^tftte pirt{f 
in Xjondon, irot mdly prodded hy wy Jttnt.m^ 
pure Affii^ flfiiidigiiQtioii'9g»Btt/tlMiiu Thck 
0i9g;8mei6 maaifested by the mmms of tbr »9W 
Jknuitml toiidd» by aU polfiible exnggcmtiooftfiaA 
omrapraBentntiaQs, to the idieady large' eiioii^ 
ram Df it$ iniquitaest betmyed that fch«reiwrM sit 
the boMom of their ^eal a toiy cbflbfeiit Mt-of 
oaii8es««^ca«8es vhidi, ^though kt theur owb 
Itfeatta ftr mwe eflRectuai. than any otbevf , ^did 
not «o weU admit of being propounded .in a wmy 
Wndy to captivate the fx>pti2ar assent. The tme 
wnroe of the^maour raised against by &rrthe 
gmalet number o£ the aiticdes in Bbekwoadfa 
Magttine* was not tbtdr persratality^ .(&r of tiw, 
rwy many of tboae wMdi exeited most noite^qM 
p«r to me to be most perfectly gQiitleB%):lm4} 
the natnm €i the spirit of thocf^ whidi iheae 
articles exbibited^which was indeed/ ofcbot* 
torn, utterly at variancfe witii the old ^mmnt 
upon wbieh Mr Constable's lawyers had^ for so 
ttieny years, flouted ^th sotiUle^ejppwdlitw^^ 
veflectson, and unsfiaged their heliiHr'\fitbso Httle 
tiik of being p&fkoieA by any vtitkty lO^the 
tideSi As one instanoe of this» X may refer you 
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of tfafe Mftgasiiie, URda.dieraMk oi a tmnililfiMr 

nrfonntitDc^ litfif jfar.faany?iiiiiMlis ^ perfaefc testis 
bMk Ibr %italp0MkiMig of'tlte wcArk ki uriiitbi* 
awdb ite i^pp&tMSxto^i Asndyeb, Whrn^yanfiaiffiit 
liMd il» I hm^ iso ddtibk yoa wili^ agtee vidfe'iiiar 
Ufr ^dttkmn^ tbat itiflrtfl]i)d[^>aiid exodelM JM^ 
fiMrmiiicer wfaioh could only hove BKdtod mtiAikAi 
damoiir beefmse it is too tcue and too fiffeeiivfi* 
It was the fivtt regular atfeaak anda mAwayi 
stitking* de^ee: of power of tlioa^ti orowor 
witib any display of nervousimd manly laiigMt^ 
against all t^e ciikf rai& of tihe 6diabiiagl».ile» 
yfiofWi It) is written in. a style of wmh f^^ 
conste^and ^ood^bneeding^ to aU part|efl|^ <^nd{ i4 
tandiM^ with so much impartiality aodin^cy. 
pandenee, upantfaeequke^^posite ftj|dts*^f «th«i 
C^artsrly Reiiiewv that I. .am mistake if -^ 
Bdfiiburgfa.B£iri6inrs, now.tbat th^y^b^i^hiul 
ttomicKfitaienoe /dCheing iiAtac]iaedyrw9M)d i^ 
fas a^haesed.'teasj/ailytlnng dgaiMti^any 4^|«^ 
ioriltetii.n line iwa& They aould not ^rofifai^ 
ftdu os}dng/ant) a* the tino^ <^ Jt^ wa$ rtl;^ J^|a|$ ^ 
astoskie tfaatr faad/ameK tondiad tha oe^^ <i|f tbeiv 
sore ; ami/ indeed^- howeTor 'sU&nt th^ mj^ 
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. ..0£ the raonDnsiibseqiieiik attaoks on Ite B^^ 
view, some were equally vnU^ wntten, • biit ' (tor 
90 ftee ef Oie faults with whieb the Mag»iliii 
ha* 'bwQ too often chai^^eafalei >Tfae Iietter<to 
Dr Cbabkieiv^ fbn example, was an imfird^r md 
uanranraataUe expostubtioD, wben cmmiiBWi 
aa.addre6$ed to thafe eniment mdividml^.aiid w» 
dotibt iiyttaisliedi far greater Uame to his^ etoduiA 
in ooeasWnaUy assisting the E^finburgh ReTicrw, 
than;the bulk of mankind are ever likely toctbhkk 
U; deserved ; At is probable^ however, that tine idea 
of .writing anush a:letter might: have been ^ taken 
iqp raBhly-^mciiely as famishing an ocea^en^fiir 
more.iuUy disoaasing the mode in wfaicii.Adi- 
gion^bad bei^n tieatedL in the JBdinbargfa Review, 
aiid witheut any > wish to give pain to JDr dnd- 
mers^ who is indeed treated, throagheut tbe 
wiielsrof it, in a style of great pevsonaitespeot. 
But if. some apology maght ibe 'ofiBered, ifiymthis 
letter^ the other letter of the: same iseri6^t<ad- 
dressed to Mr Flayfair, could certainly adifdt^ 
nqqe. ^ This was^ undoubtedly^ omeiof thehracst 
of all. the! <^noes of : the Magaaifie. I' catanot 
wqU express the pain ^ with' iwbieh I pemised tfta 
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seooiidr' time, after /4iarving seen the venerable 
p«iMRitO!i9!4lom U is addressed; and become ac- 
quainted with the true ijiaracter of his mind 
a«fl disrpositidn& It. wm calculated to bring 
abaukino usefixl object whatever ; it was» a eruet 
ioterfeiMtce witli the piivate history of a mosf 
iitiassuiziing and modest man of genius ; and the 
finee of declaiaMtion with which m^ieh of in* is 
(99m)pofted^ caA be regatcled in no othier light l^an 
M Aggravation of the offence of compoM?]!^ it at 
1^1 'Anothev lettei*, addressed Bbcfdt tAie' same 
time to Lord Byron on the publication of his 
Bejipo, was meanly and' stupidly represehted as 
ifrtmadignant attack on this great po^t ; whereas 
itls,>in tnath, filled^ from beginning tb «id, with 
-marks of the most devout admiration- f6r his ge- 
iliafe, and bears every appearance of haviftg* been 
written wit^ the iftifM^re desire to pristarve that 
majestic geiriaa from being degraded; by^ wast- 
ing 'its inspirMions on themes ^f an immoral or 
'unwOTtiiy description: It is, to mf mind, a 
•domfJete p*CK)f, tha« ibhiis Magasiincf was vitupe- 
rated W0t so'mudi-fitom good ^principk as from 
selfish spl^im; that almost as grekt handle was 
made* df« this energetic letter, whichi I doubt 
wu^i JloTd Byroft would peruse with any'emo- 
l5ons rather* than thosfe of anger, as of the very 
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Gfienttve^adflbreas to Vtofei^cfr ^FhySmt^ivlbmit 
vflAAk' tfaefeeanncKk' p^ssibljr be iawo fOfimam 
among pfo^e lof just feeling. . ; ^ jd 

Tbe attack* ^pon Cctoid(^'8]ttc]^;fa|ibkili^ 
IMU^ whidi appeareci: in one:of the frflt Hi^ 
of t^Maga^ine, was. another mdx^Biaan^-rpm 
hgps even wopw tW tbis^ oii-Mr Pla]r^&ir^f faen 
oause it was not merely thefpuafalng to exJtnam^ 
graee^and illibeniUty a right amd piK^persitl^nk 
ef repi:iehan»on» but a total departaite firam4hie 
prioeiples of the Magasiine itself^ and akaost^ I 
think, a i^pecimen of the very worrt kind of apii 
rit, whioh the Magaaine profetsed to be fighting 
against, in the Edinburgh Heview. This is, tnn 
deed, the only one of all the various sins of this 
Magaaine' for whidi I am at a loss to difoo^te^^ 
not an apology-^but a motive. If th^r^ be.an)^ 
man of rgrand and CNriginal genius alivn at ftbia 
mcment in Europe, such a man is Mp' Cole<* 
TvigB. A certain rambling disctvrsive styl^ibtf 
writings and a habit of mixing up^witji4deas df 
great originality, the prcfdactsof 4Kti»isi<^0'«b^ 
serration 'and meditation, otbfers of a v^tyiftn^^ 
tastic and mystical sort, boniowed ^m $^ic|rtiir 
and tlie other Germian philo80pb«rsi ^ith'whoa^ 
works he is fen^iatv^these ihiiigsi have' bfevi 
sufficient to prevent bis prose writti^'from be«^ 
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wring' p ry n fag befj0nA a certein ntibow oins of 
Moden^ wbo^ ivhen they «» maiksof p^id: powei; 
ean never be persuadei to titat %btlyitbe vtarkm 
m wbigb theBeappear, with whatever fen afctiao* 
tirmi jnalter they may dmnoe to be intainan^^cdv 
Yet«v«n hfai prow writii^ are at this ihament 
fbmisfaing most.vahiabU naaterialf* topeopfe ^laho 
kmnnr, belter than tbe anAor himsdf ^loes^ the 
ast of w r iling fiir the British public ; and it ii 
haapossUsle that they du>uld mudb iongfsr ocmtiU 
nue to be neglected, as they now are. But the 
poetry of Coleridge, in order to be understood 
perfectly atid admired profoundly, requires no 
peculiar habits of mind b^ond those which all 
intelligent readers of poetry ou^t td baTe» and 
nraBthave. Adopting much of the same psyoho* 
logical system wiueh lies at the mot of aU tho 
poetry of Wordsworth, and expressing, oniaU 
ocoasions, his reverence for the sublime inteUect 
ndiiefar Wordsworth has deroted to the iUustrati^ 
of thk is};tsttm» Coleridge hima^ haa abstained 
fisMci bringing his psychological not iona fi>rwMd 
in his poetry in the same open and unooMntieg 
way exemphfied by his fidend ; md». what is of 
fo^more isapiHrtance in* Urn pveaeat ifiew of tbe 
Sttlvect* he b^s adopted ^aathflkt^ of hia friendl'a 
peculiar notions Qoneerningipoetiedldictioa. Jie 
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BOrt^tnusieriit Nothing* otn 8ur|>a88>die)niebd&4 
gftti^iridiness of' words ^Iwhibe hea{>8 drouooidk^fani 
kuigcs-^jmages ^l»ch.. ara .neilftier * glaringyai 
Ibefaarives, luur set forth /m any glarinj^'ftifQiieM 
wodsiof inoidteRty but wfaidi^we dways^afiSratin^ 
tadie>very Jwrg^ oftmeps, becvuse ^e^Amf&mU 
been fonned and nourished m«:tbe Teees^e»iKff 
one of the most deeply musing spirits that ever 
breathed forth its inspirations in the majestic 
language of England. Who that ever read his 
poem of Genevieve can doubt this ? That poem 
is kiidwH to all readers of poetry; although^ 00m- 
pamtt'ir^ fdw of them are aware that it isthe 
woi^kcf Coleridge. His love-poetr^ is^tthikmghu 
o«it, tkeifiriest that has been produced in Kng^ 
URd>9ince the days of Shakspeare aiid'theokl 
dtamictistsj Lord B3rrdn represents the pasdioti' 
of »)Iov^ with a power and fervour evejty way 
worthy of bis genius; but he dbes^nbt se^tir titi 
undei«tftnd the nature of the feeling wbicb tkese 
old Evigbfih ^oetB called by the natue ^of lidve. 
His lovef is entirely Oriental : th^ love of ^hsmghty 
warriors reposing on the bosom of^btHableslame^ 
swidk>wed up in the unquestioning' potently of a 
passidn^i imbibed iiv and>from the very sense of, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



BLACKWOOD'S KAOAZIKE. Mi 

and CoIandge.^Jittgwd/MiQmefiriii 9/f(9itY\tl»ttimA 
pfieB.far itaoi»;(reiKeTeiice(fiir themr***ifimiile^^ 
kutigfait inita the tmiti gramlmtr x>f their' gmtlcK 
iRsswr I do nob.ihiak themi is m\y:ipbet aflt the 
wMMdd 'vrho «v^r t<mchedso. teuly the.iDy0lf»f.«cf : 
tlie|>assiQsvaSihe has done in Gmamew, 'and in 
that other, exquisite poem (I forget it8<n«itie,) 
whemhe^eaks of— « > 



Her voice— 



Her voice, that, even in its mirthful mood, 
'A \i .( 'HMk made me wish io HsMl atvaif aM nf^epf 



/Now, what could be the oli^eet x>ropo^ by a. 
wtiter» in a work profi^sing to hold the prijM^ 
pIes;:al?ithiS' Magazine, when headveoitiftjreAft^ 
desednd irwci the elevation of his habitual reyjf^f 
]imce»..aitd mmkter .am<mg the many ; .paltryi. 
pidest^ who samfi<!e at the^ sbxiue of {Mdtry Bsifr 
lave^ . by endearouring to heap new ridicule 
upoa the -daaraeter of a ^eat g<»iiuis, whqt b^d. 
ali!Q«dy ht&a fnadeiSo much the butt<of JignffraQti 
ridi(H]Jleias^:>Mr: Coleridge ? I profess myself iinrj 
aWectwiiaciye/the mystery of themotivei. TM 
rej^lt4S)badHTt^i)^iJn> truths very tpitialilew . 
i/lfthiak^y^y dyisimnily indeed,, cojvjer^owig; 
thQ seiies of attaeks: on - Quiq t» . tlmUtt$ i &ndi tb* 
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w^bofo iof that p0s4ifaK>us: oew^ 'ffll<^^1rilkjh xBlwk* 

eiiiep^faatDEiosl) jufit and exfgeaojve mf attniakN 
names, "^ 2%e €Mtiimf SchooL' F tks Maga^i 
2ne had donefoothii^ uioie than i giving tbeae 
orea^wes the leift^eriaatkig idtrttnetiaa of <tbis hapt 
pjr JMma, it wcnild have desanred etenufly ^inrili 
<tf the Utafature of ouff age. Hue extsBaw ami? 
tempt and loathing fdt by the castigatMs ifinr 
ihe subjects of their most just chastisement^ was^ 
indeed, able to make them oveinstep very^ aht- 
surdly the proper Umit3 of critieftl bagai^^^ 
and this has, no doubt, tended in some measure 
to weak^i the effect of the attaek, because it has 
probaUy prevented it fit»n being carried on and' 
cotidilded its it deserved to be. Bnt^ itidesd^ 
the name alone is enough — ^it he» ahfeady been 
adopted by the Quarterly, and almost all the^ 
minor Beviews, and the whole rejpment of the* 
Magazines^— and from these it has bean carried' 
into the Vocabulary of half the Newi^per edi« 
tors in the united kingdom. Stwfa a fine of^con^ 
tQm^% kept up on -this' most <!c»i0eited) knet of 
superfidal coi(comb&^ oaiinot fail to prodode el<e 
loQg the saLutilty effeet of entirely «knehig theur 
penny 'trompetsrof;^edition end hlaafibtmy^n^o 
say nothing of their wwthless poetry. Tbey are 
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all oitirdy JBadttiip of affbctatkm, and the pdmp- 
MIS- afeiffiiassi of tlwir fine attatodw matAy »^^cn& 
Md to tte pointed: JMSt by erne riiorp ^iiger^ hr ^^ 
derto be< latighedt at by all that l6<dLed*^upoil 
titedL-^lTAe Gaskne^ Mkaolf It would have w^ 
qilhred the slMmkiens of a» Bucny >DemlgWit^'t6 
hav« bemi able to towoff saoh a'lodd ofigno- 
nkiy ^ but on tbeirs ti» burden ^tl^ks' tike the 
rabe-of the Satyr« and they caniiot get qtiitof 
tjhft'inoiiinfarance, except by giving thettiselve^ 
Ab coup-de^graee. Sentence of dimibnesi^ 'has 
g<m0: forth' against them, aad ere long they hitfst 
be^eKeoutioners of it themselves. They are by 
ftr^the vilest vemrin that ever dared to (crfeep 
Upon^ the hem of the magestic gartiient df 'ttib 
Bnglish nrnse. They have not one idea that is 
imorthy of the name of English, in the* whbte cii^i- 
ele of their minds. They talk for ever abotit 
GUaueer, and Shakespeare, and Spttiser-^Mit 
they know no more about the spirit of these di- 
vine beings, than the poor printer's devils, whose 
fingera sre wdatied mbh settihg togtethef'the 
typftsr'^bidhi are 'degraded by being made the 
vebides of; their crdde: and eontuweiiou^ ^tti'- 
sies; And> y^ swith what ^an ineffllUe' air- of '^ 
tirifeefeion tb^^ ftBovfB iperic of tii&tMftIv6fi?'a8 
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likcdy to go down to pbiiteiity amoiig tbe p^eat 
authors <^ En^nd ! It is almost a pity to d^ 
stroy so exeellent a joke. Unless the^salt of tib^ 
mckrname they have got preserve tbetn, tliey 
Ofoinot p(>ssibly last twenty years in the xeodlee^ 
lion, even of the Cockneys. 
. The faults of this ]i((agazine have been veiry 
fft^t ; the worst of them wantoD and useless d$* 
partures from the set of principles, and outrage 
upqn the set of feelings, it has all along profess* 
e;d to hold sacred. These faults^ hoiirever, I aa^ 
inclined to attribute to nothing so much as to a 
tptal carelessness, in regard to the roanaganeot 
of tbe work. The idea seems to have been, tbi^t 
a Magazine is not bound to maintain any one 
set of opinions, in regard to any one set of ob- 
jects, throughout the whole of its pages ; but 
that it was quite sufficient to insert in eveiy 
Number, a certain number of articles, full of die 
traces of proper feeling and thinking, and to fill 
up the rest with anything that would amuse any 
cla^ of Magazine-readers, without the least txni* 
cem about their agreement or disagreement with 
the main and presiding spirit of the book, Perr 
hfi^ after all, tbe truth Qiay be, that the. whole 
wprjk was set about without any plan^ of any 
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kind; ttnd 'thttfr th^reAire, although the'cotrtri- 
imtiob^df the chief Writers, ixsing' throogftout 
ifMihat^ with the warmth of a partUuI«r mt^tsf 
fe^i^ and principles; have been enough -^o 
t^t^ate^otnething'tike a presiduig'spirlt, (the< ocpiw 
tradictory effect of other ccrntribuliions wn^n^V^ 
ce^idered, erenkj thesfe persons, m the tight of 
Mvy 'serifms infringement up«^ any ^efi^us tnU. 
How all this may have been I know not ; but;- to 
itiy mbid, the effect of the whole is socbiattl 
Qiave. endeavoured to depict to you. I look on 
tb^ book asr a sad' farrago ; but I think the tialu* 
able' pat of the materials is so great, afs td ftir- 
«dih no inconsiderable apology for the mixture 
df baser things. And yet how much better might 
itbave been, had the same talents been exerted 
Vipoti some more regular system, ELnd; above all, 
imder some mor€ regular feeling of >responfeal^<^ 

:1%. ....... 

This last, indeed, is an idea that see^f» never 
to faafVe 'disturbed, for a moment, the minds of 
tii^ writers of this Magazine. It is not known 
w4w>4he' editor is«-^I <k> not see how thai secret 
eah ever be ddvulged, as things now st&nd — btlt 
*ay ftiend* W^— *— tells me that he is an' obscure 
wan, almoist continually confined to his apart- 

VOL. II. p 
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meat by rheumatism, whose labours extend to 
little more than correcting proof-iAeets, and 
drawing up plans, which are mostly executed 
by other people. The efficient supporters, how- 

^«ver, are well known— or, at least, univCTsally 
suspected — ^although nobody seeix^ to be able 
to say, with the lea^ approach to certainty, 
what particular articles are written by any one 

. ^dividual among them. I have as yet seen fit- 

. tie of any of them ; but now tiiat I have agi^ed 
to be one of their coadjutcurs in a BmsH way^ 1 

. phaU, no doubt, have opportunities of being bet- 
ter acqjaainted with them. W— -— has promi- 

^^ to ask several of them to dine with him sooie 
day p?xt Week— ^nd, as usual, I i^all have my 
ejyes c^d ears about me. 

The history .of this Magazine may be consi- 
dered in quite a different point of view*— as the 
struggle, namely, of two rival booksellers, stri- 
ving f<M: their respective i^tores in the profits of 
p^odical publications. Of the respective con- 
duct of the persons who, in this point of view, 
might come to be taken into consideration, I 
cannot pretend to judge in any wHy ; but I 
think it looks as if nothing could be moi:e £air 
than that some division should take pla^e h»^, 
as every where else, ii) that sort of spopil, Had 
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the Magazine not appeared as it did, it is pit^ 
baUe that the natural tendency, which a thri« 
ying trade has to split into competitians, would 
soon have given rise to something of the smaie 
jtort among the Ubliopoles (^Edinburgh. As for 
the great booksdler i^inst whom Mr Bkek* 
wood seemed to have opened the war with so 
much vigour, I think he has shewn less skilAil* 
Hess than might have been expected in the forces 
which lie has brought to act immediately in de^ 
fence of the position attacked. I do not speak 
of the Edinburgh Review, for it is well aUe to 
take care of itself; but of the Scots Magaein^ 
one erf* the oldest works of the kind in exist^ice^ 
which Mr Constable has been endeavouring to 
revive, so as to render it a fit competitor witi^ 
tiie new, ttdd, indeed, audaciously ordinal Ma- 
gazine I have been talking about. It seems as 
if nothing could be more dull, trite, and heavy, 
than the bulk of this ancient work. The only 
enlivening things in it are a few articles now 
fetnd then by HazUtt, and a few better still by a 
gay writer of the name of Reynolds. But these 
are quite lost in the dulness all about them. In 
themselves, being all genuine gems of the Codcr 
n^y School, they are of little intrinsic value^ anxl 
their glitter only makes the lead in which they 
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«re set look more heavy than ever. Mr Reynolds, 
however, is certainly a very promisihg writer, 
and tiiight surely do better things than copying 
the Cockneys. 

There is another circumstance about the Wri- 
ters of Blackwood's Magazine, which cannot 
miss to catch your attention, viz. that they have 
never been in any degree studious of keeping 
up the imposing stateliness and guarded self- 
importance, usually made so much of by critics 
and reviewers. They have presented thein- 
iselves in all the different aspects which lively 
fancy and good-humoured caprice could sug- 
gest. They assume new disguises every month; 
and have a whole reginient of fictitious person- 
ages into whose mouths they have thrown so 
much matter, that they almost begin to be re- 
garded as real personages by the readers of the 
Magazine; for, to ask whether such or such a 
name be a real or a fictitious one, is always some 
trouble — and trouble is of all things what Ma- 
gazine-readers in general hold in most cordial 
detestation. Had these young writers been 
more reserved, they might perhaps have enjoy- 
ed more consideration than they now do among 
the foolish part of the public. Probably the 
spirit in which they have written has been but 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



blackwoobVi^iaoazine. S89 

imperfectly undenstood by the majority. As 
Mr Jefiirey says of the French Revolution — ^it 
is not easy to judge of the real scope of maay 
movements and events, till a good while after 
they have taken place. 

Ever your's, 

P. M. 
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TO THE SAME. 



Another of the great morning lounges has 
its seat in a shop, the character of which wovdd 
not at first sight lead one to expect any such 
thing — a clothier's shop, namely, occupied by 
a father and son, both of the name of David 
Bridges. The cause and centre of the attraction, 
however, is entirely lodged in the person of the 
junior member of the firm, an active, intelli- 
gent, and warm-hearted fellow, who has a pro- 
digious love for the Fine Arts, and lives on 
femiliar terms with all the artists of Edinburgh ; 
and around whom, in consequence of these cir- 
cumstances, the whole connoiseurs and connois- 
seurship of the North have by degrees become 
clustered and concentrated, like the meeting of 
the red and yellow stripes in the back of a tar- 
tan jacket. 
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This shep is. situated in the High^Sireet, not 
above a couple of hundred yards from the house 

of my fiiend W , who, as might be supN 

posed, is one of its most frequent visitors. I 
had not been long in Edinburgh before I began 
to make some enquiries concerning the state of 

art in Scotland, and W immediately con- 

ducted me to this dilettanti lounge, saying, that 
here was the only place where I might be fur- 
nished with every means of satisfying all my 
curiosity. On entering, one finds a very neat 
and tasteful-looking shop, well stocked with all 
the tempting diversities of broad-cloth and bom- 
bazeens, silk stockings, and spotted handker- 
chirfs. A few sedate4ooking old*fashioned cits 
are probably engaged in conning over the £din«- 
burgh papers of the day, and perhaps discussing 
mordkus the great question of Burgh Reform ; 
but there is nothing either in the place or the 
company that at all harmonizes with one's no^ 
tions of a great ^fQvrurr^fm of Gusto. After wait* 
ing for a few minutes, however, the younger 
partner tips a sly wink across his counter*, and 
beckons you to follow him through a narrow 
cut in its mahogany surface, into the unseen 
recesses of the establishment. A few sti^ down*' 
wards, and in the dark, land you in a sort of cel- 
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lar helow the shop proper, and here by the dim 
and religious light which enters through one or 
two well-grated peeping-holes, your eyes soon 
discover enough of the furniture of the ^aoe, to 
satisfy you that you have at last reached the 
Sanctum Sanctorum of the Fine Arts. Plaster 
of Paris casts of the Head of the Farnese Her^ 
cules, — the Dancing Faun, — the Laocoon, — and 
the Hermaphrodite, occupy conspicuous stations 
on the counters ; one large table is entirely co*^ 
vered with a book of Canova's designs. Turner's 
Liber Studiorum, and such sort of manuals ; and 
in those, corners where the little light there is 
streams brightest, are placed, upon huge piles of 
corduroy and kerseymere, various wooden boxes, 
black, brown, and blue, wherein are locked up 
from all eyes save those of the privileged and 
initiated frequenters of the scene, various pic- 
tures and sketches, chiefly by living artists, and 
pr^ents to the proprietor. Mr Bridges, when I 
asked him on my first visit, what might be the 
contents of these mysterious receptacles, made 

answer in a true technico- Caledonian strain, 

*^ Oo, Doctor Morris, they're just a wheen bits 
-^r-and (added he, with a most knowing com- 
pression of his lips,) — let me tell you what, Dr 
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Morris, there*s some no that ill bits amang them 
neither.'* 

The bit that attracted most of my admiratidtty 
was a small and exquisitely finished picture, by 
William Allan — ^the subject, Two Tartar R6b' 
bers dividing their Spoil. I shall not describe 
this piece, because I have since seen a masterly 
etching of it in an unfinished state, executed by 
a young Scotch engraver of the name of Steuart, 
which I have ordered to be sent me as soon as it is 
completed, so that you will have an opportunity 
of judging for yourself The energy of the de- 
sign, however, and the inimitable delicacy of the 
colouring, made me very curious to see some of 
the larger productions of the same artist ; and I 
had no sooner hinted so much, than Bridges pro- 
posed to carry me at once to Mr Allan's atelier. 
The artist, he said, was extremely unwell, and 
confined to his room ; but he could assure me of 
a kind reception. I needed very little pressing, 
sb we proceeded immediately qua data via fUit. 
We had no great distance to walk, for Mr Allan 
lives in the Parliament-Close, not a gun-shot 
from where we were. 

After climbing several flights of a stair-case, 
we werei ushered into the house of the painter ; 
and Mr Bridges, being quite at home, conduct- 
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ed us straight into his painting-room — ^the most 
picturesque painting-room, I fancy, in Europe* 
Mr Allan returned about two years ago to Edin- 
burgh» (the place of his birth,) from a residence 
of many years in various regions q£ the East, 
and his apartment ifif de|i)orated in a most splen-- 
did manner with the trophiea g£ his wanderings. 
The wainscot is completely covered with rich 
clusters of military accoutrements, Turkish sci- 
ivitarsy Circassian bows ai^ quivers, hauberks 
c£ twisted mail from Caucasus, daggers, dirks» 
javelins^ and all manner of long unwieldy fowl- 
iug-pieces, — G^rgian, Armenian, and Tartar; 
These are arranged, for the most part, in circles, 
having shields and targets of bone, brass, and 
leather for their centres. Hehnets, of all kind$ 
and sizes, are hung above these from the roof» 
and they axe interspersed with most gorgegua 
draperies of shawls, turbans^ and saddle-cloths. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than the effect 
of the whole ; and indeed I suppose it is, so 
far as it goes, a complete fac-simile of the bar- 
baric magnificence of the interior decorations 
of an eastern palace. The exterior of the 
artist himself harmonized a good deal with his 
furniture ; for he was arrayed, by way of robe- 
de-chamhre, in a dark Circassian vest, the breast 
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of which was lo£(ded with innumerable quilted 
lurking-places^ originallj, no doubt, intended 
£ox weapons of war&rei but now occupied with 
the harmless shafts of hair-pencils ; while he 
held in his hand the smooth cherrywood stalk 
of a Turkish tobacco-pipe, apparently convert- 
ed rery happily into a pallet<guard. A sw9r« 
iky complexion, and a profusion of black hair^ 
tufted in a wild, though not ungraceful man.-, 
ner, together with a pair of large sparkling 
eyesi, looking out from under strong shaggy 
brows, full of vivacious and ardent expressive^ 
ness, — were scarcely less speaking witnesses cf 
the life of roaming and romantic adventure^ 
which, I was told, this fine artist had led. In 
spite of his bad health, which was indeed bu^ 
too evident, his manners seemed to be full of sk 
light and playful sportiveness, which is by no 
means common among the people of our nation, 
still less among the people of Scotland ; and this 
again was, every now and then, exchanged for a 
depth of enthusiastic earnestness, still more evi« 
dently derived from a sojourn among men whose 
blood flows through their veins with a heat and 
a rapidity to which the North is a stranger. 

The painter, being extremely busy; could not 
afford us much of his time upon this visit, but 
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shewed us, after a few minutes, into an adjoin* 
ing apartment, the walls of which were covered 
with his works, and left us there to examine 
them by ourselves. For many years I have re- 
ceived no such feast as was now afforded me; 
it was a feast of pure delight, — above all, it Was? 
a feast of perfect novelty, for the scenes in which 
Mr Allan has lived have rendered the subjects^ 
of his paintings totally different, for the most 
{>art, from those of any other artist, dead or 
alive; and the manner in which he treats his 
subjects is scarcely less original and peculiar. 
Hie most striking of his pieces are all repre- 
sfentations of human beings, living and moving 
under the influence of manners whereof we 
know little, but which the little we do know of 
them has tended to render eminently interesting 
to our imaginations. His pencil transports us 
at once into the heart of the East — the 

Land of the myrtle, the rose, and the vine. 

Where the flowers ever blossom^ the skies ever shine> 

And all save the Spirit of Man is divine. 

On one side we see beautiful creatures-— radiant 
in a style of beauty with which poetry alone 
has ever attempted to make us familiar ; on an- 
other, dark and savage men, their faces stamp- 
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ed wiih the full and femd impress of passions 
twhich the manners and the faith of Christendom 
leach men, if not to subdue within them, at least 
to oonoeal in their exterior. The skies, too, are 
burning everywhere in the brightness of their 
hot, undouded bhie,: — and the trees that lift their 
heads among them, wear wild fantastic forms, 
no less true to nature than they are strange to 
us. The buildings also have all a new character 
of barbarian pomp about them — cities of flat- 
roofed houses, mingled ever and anon with inr 
terveniiig gardens— 'fountains sparkling up-with 
their freshening spray among every shade of 
foliage— mosques breaking the sky here and 
there with their huge white domes and gilded 
cupolas; — turrets and minarets . shooting irom 
amiong the gorgeous mass of edifices — pale and 
:^end» forms, that 



Far and near. 



Pierce like reposing flames the tremulous atmosphere." 

The whole room might be considered as forming 
of itself one picture — ^for, wherever I looked, I 
jfound that my eyes were penetrating into a 
' scene, of which the novelty was so universal, as 
J30 give it at first sight something of the eflfect 
of uniformity. 
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The most celebrated of the pictures stiD ui his 
possession, is the Sale iyfCireaman Capihiuitou 
Turkish BMhaw.^ I think it is probaMe yob 
must have read some account of this pictuTe iii 
the newspapers more thaii a year ago ; for it wsb 
one season in the London Exhibition, and at- 
tracted great admiration, as I hear, from all the 
critics who saw it there. You will find a pwtty 
£ill description, however, in one of the NumbeiB 
of Blackwood's Magazine, whidi I have latdy 
sent you — although I cannot say that I think 
this description quite so accimite as it might 
have been. The picture does not stand in need 
of the aid of &ncy, in order to make it be admi- 
red ; and I cannot help thinking there has been 
a good deal of mere £incy gratuitously mixed 
up with the statement there given, both of its 
composition and its expression. The essential in- 
terest of the piece, however, — ^the groupe, name- 
ly, of the lover parted from his mistress^ and the 
fine contrast afforded to this groupe, by the cold, 
determined, brutal indifference in the counte- 
nance and attitude of the Bashaw, are givea 
quite as they ought to be ; and the adjuncts. 



• This picture has since been purchased by the Earl rf 
Wemyss and March. , 
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which liave been somewhat misrepresented, are 
ofccAnparatively trivial importance. I can scarce- 
ly conceive of a finer subject for this kind of 
painting ; nor can I easily suppose, that it could 
iiBve been treated in a more masterly manner. 
The great number of the figures does not in thie 
least mar the harmony of the general expression" ; 
nay, in (»rder to make us enter fully into the 
. nature of the barbarian scene represented, it was 
absolutely necessary to show us, that it was a 
scene of common occurrence, and every day ga- 
zed on by a thousand hard eyes, without the 
sligfatest touch of compassion or sympathy. It 
was not necessary to represent the broken-heart- 
suiferers before us as bending under the weight 
of any calamity peculiar to themselves alone. 
They are bowed down, not with the touch of in- 
dividual sorrow alone, but with the despair, thie 
familiar despair of a devoted and abandoned race 
— a race, among whose brightest gleams of feli- 
city, there must ever mingle the shadows of de- 
spcHidence — whose bridegrooms can never go 
forth " rejoirang in their strength" — whose brides 
can never be " brought out of their palaces,** 
without some darkening clouds of melancholy 
remembrances, arid ^still more melancholy fears. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ji40 Al^LAN'S PICTUEE8- 

to cast a gloom' over the gay procest^oii. Soli- 
tary sorrows are the privilege of freemen ; it is 
the darker lot of slaves to suffer in crowds, and 
before crowds. Their misery has no sanctuajy:; 
they are not left alone ev^n to die. They are 
4»ttle, not men ; they must be counted by. the 
head before being led forth to the slaughter. 

The colouring of this picture is as charming 
ias its conception is profpund. The fault foui^ 
with it by some of the critics — I xne&n the grey- 
ness and uniform sobriety of. its hues-^slrikes 
me as being one of its greatest beauties. . .With- 
out this, it was impossible that the artist could 
have given so fine an idea of the studious cool- 
ness and shadiness of an oriental palace — so dif- 
ferent, so necessarily ; different, from anything 
that luxury can ever demand in our northem 
^climates. It harmonizes, too, in the happiest 
manner with the melancholy characta- of the 
scene represented. It seems as if even the east- 
ern sun had been willing to withdraw his beams 
from such a spectacle of misery. Where the 
light does stream through the narrow window 
at the back of the lordly Turk, nothing can be 
richer than the tones of the drapery — the cur- 
tains that shelter — above all, the embroidered 
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cushionis wd carpets that sii{^xirt the liixarious 
Madbant of Blood. The ookl» blue datapnew 
of tiie'iQarble-floor, on whidi the victuns of his 
brutaHfy are kneeling, or staggmng before him, 
contrasts, as It dioiild do, with the golden pomp 
amidst whidi the oppressor is seated. It is so, 
that they who drink' the waters of bitterness^ 
and ore covered with sackcloth and ashes^ should 
be contrasted with him, who ^ is clothed in fio^ 
linen, and fareth sumptuously every day." Thei^ 
are, however, many other pictures of the artist 
against which the same charge might l^tve be^n 
brought with grcfater justice. 

There are several beautiful little pictures, 
the scene of which is laid in the same r^on ; 
and I think they have an admirable effect as 
viewed in juxta-po^ition with this splendid mas- 
terpiece. They afford little glimpses, as it were» 
into the week-day employ m^ts and amusements 
of the beings, who are represented in the laiger 
picture as undergoing the last severity of thc^r 
hard destiny. They prepare the eye to shudder 
at the terrors of the captivity, by making it fa- 
miliar with the scenes of mirth, and gaiety^ and 
innocence, which these terrors are fitted so often 
to disturb* Such, above all, was the effect of a 

VOL. II. Q 
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sweet littla ^ictastfij vAiMik represents » Gvtcm- 
nmi Family seated at the /door of their qwfi 
cottage, beneath tfee shadow rof:thdrsypspt!pr^, 
tfrhik the golden sun is going down e9}nily 
behmd them, amidst the rieh, qniet a^ii?^ of 
thei^ own paternal mount|4<>s. :Tbe oH &Ui^ 
and mother, \*lth their* chUdren sporting afaant 
their knees, ' while the teBTyiing musician is 
dimciii^ biefore them in his wild grcxtes^tue atJti- 
tudes, to the sound of Jiis rel!ieck-T-tan4 the 
daughter just blushing into wonjanhood, tlmt 
peeps, with that fece of innocent delight, over 
the shoulder of her mother<*-^hqw little do they 
think for the moment of anything beyond the 
sim^ple mirth of their sequestered home ! And 
yet such are the solitudes to which the foot of 
the spoiler may so easily find a path. Surely 
therfe is a feie feeling of poetry 4n the mind of 
this painter. He knows weU, t|iat there -ate two 
sides to the great picture of Human Life ; and 
he has imagination to ffeelhowtib^ reflect, mu- 
tually, int^est, and passion, ju^ tenderness upon 
eadidthcr. . : . r . 

Another picture, delightiully characteristic 
of his genius, is that of €$ Jewish. JFamify m 
Poland making merty before a Wedding, The 
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piece is small, and the colouring, as usual with 
this artist, the reverse of glaring ; but the wholtd 
is suffused over with the quiet tichness of twi- 
light, and the qffisct is at once so powerful 
and so true, that we cannot sufficiently admire 
it, when we consider how studiously all the 
common' quackery of the art has l>een avoided 
in its production. The kft <tf the eanvMa ip 
Covered with a duster of happy faces, grouped 
dbove, below, and aiound dieir rus6b miisipian, 
xmd gazing on the evolutions of a dnhcei wil^ 
yet grace&l and stately in its wildness, libs the 
melody which accompanies it The bride has 
scarcely passed the years of in&nc^ ; for among 
the Jews of Poland, and we believe we might 
add, among the Jews of England too, tibe old 
oriental fashion of very early marriages is still 
religiously adhered to. Her hair is braided witli 
jewels^-**another beautifol oiientalisiln ; and she 
surveys the scene from her post of ^ihehce with 
. a truly eastern mixture of-diildishdeBght, wo- 
manly vanity, and virgin bashfulneiss. Apart 
from the young people, near a window, the light 
, of which comes melb wed through tangled tMssis 
• of ivy and rose-leave^ is seen a grave small gtoiii^ 
of the Elders of Israd. These patrmrchal figures 
pay no reqpect either to the musdk^ or the diMce ; 
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but they seem, to mukejsome. atonement for this 
neglect by their close and assiduous attentions to 
a certain tall picture^ue flasks . 

'* Which leaves a glow like amethyst 
Dpon the lips that it hath kiss'd." ' ' . 

The ivhole picture;. makes us &el 46lighti%iUy 
present ^jin ta.scene. very: far removed from our 
liiaiui^^.bntitrueinL eyevytfaingitonatulre, and^ 
In fi^teiof its geography/, true in .every thingcto 
that weUrtemembered £asty which draws to it- 
self the first momingrlook and the last evening- 
]ook«--*which recdves every hymn and prayer, 
and oath a^d vow^?-which is still the resting- 
place of. the. memory, the hope, and the faith of 
the expatriated. Hebrew. 

The vile habits common among such of this 
exiled raoe as are to be met with in our country, 
have had die effect of rendering the associations 
connected by ua with the name of Jeicr^ very re- 
mote from pleasing^— to say nothing of poetioal ; 
nor have the attempts of a few poets and novel- 
ists to counteract these deep-rooted assodatioiis 
been at. all successful in the main. .In tmth, 
they have not merited to be so, excepting in re- 
gard to their, injtention aloiie. i It is useless >to 
waste wit in attemptixig to gild owv the jneao- 
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il^ss of a defilpiicaUe old Hunks» - wha ; starrest 
himself and iiis cat^ and spends his whole tkne 
in.countingFOtdeaus*; A sentimental old dotiies^ 
man orrpawnbroker is a fadng.whom we can by 
no .means admit into our world of imagihatiTe 
^bstence.' .He is as conqpletely and mliriifestly 
an eM.msrtB roHoms^ as any of the new spedes 
to whidi the human naturtdlst is introduced in 
the dangerous and delusive borti sicd of Hie cir<£ 
eulating library. 

< But the FdyUsh Jews are a rery different kind 
of people from our ones; They form a popula- 
tion of seveial hundred thousands, and occupy 
'vf'hole townSi villageis, and tracts of territory by 
themselves. Here they live in a state of great 
simplicity and honesty^ cultivating the sbil, and 
;dischajrging aU the healthful duties of ordinary 
.dtizaiship.i Above all,- they are distinguished 
Jfeom their Inrethren in Germany and elsewhare, 
by a rigid observance of the laws of tlieir reH- 
gion. In short, they are believers in tbe Olfl 
iTestam^t, and still expect, with sincere devo- 
tion, the coming of their Messiah, The rei^)ect 
which a Polish Jew meets with all over the 
continent, so strongly contrasted with the litter 
contempt heaped upon all the other children of 
his race, is primarily, of course, the fruit of that 
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kmg' experience whidh has estaUished tibe eredit 
and ^fadndur of his dealings ; but it is certainJy 
very ibucb assisted and . strengthened . by thirf 
nattml feeling of reqfeot mth which aU men 
r^ard l^ose who aresinceiseiii i;rhat th^.seemi 
Tlie^ character dT th^ Polish Jews, with tbeir 
qiiiet.and labotious fives, with their finn attacb^ 
iment to the principles of honesty, with tiieit 
benevolence and their hospitality, and, abovd 
all, with their fervid and melancholy jlove foir 
their xAd Paith^^a love which has oatlived so 
many centuries of exile^ disappmntment, and 
wretdiedness-«^hii character, whatevter may- be 
thoYighi ef it in other respects^ cannot surely 
be denied to be a highly fioetical one. Mr Al- 
lan, who has enjoyed so liiany opportunities <^ 
(contemplating the working of htiman tb^u^ts 
and pASS&ons under so many diiferent shapes, 
has i^een this, character, and themanners in wlndi 
it is bodied forth, with the eye of a poet and a 
ipakittp J and I would hope the Merry^Mdki$ig 
may/ not be the only gHmpse of both with which 
he may fevour us. 
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But ther^ would be no end of il^ wete I to 
think .q£ octiipg Cioermie tbrougb the wboW of; 
his gallery^ in a letter such as this : And b^^ . 
sidel^, these are not pictures whose merits can be 
even tolerably interpreted through the mediiun 
of words. They are everywhere radiant with 
an expression of pathos, that is entirely peculiar 
to the art of which they are specimens. They 
cannot be comprehended unless they be seen ; 
and it is worth while going a long journey, were 
it only to see them. It is not, on a first view, 
that the faults of pictures possessing so much 
merit, can be at all felt by persons capable of en- 
joying their beauties. But I shall enter upon these 
in my next ; I shall also say something of the pic- 
tures which Mr Allan has painted more lately, 
and the scenes of which are laid nearer to our- 
selves. Wide as is the field of the East, and de- 
licious as is the use he has made of that untrod- 
den field — I am gkd to find that he does not 
mean to confine himself to it. The pictures he 
has painted of oriental subjects, are rich in the 
expression of feelings, gathered during his wan- 
derings among the regions to which they belong. 
But there are other feelings, and more powerful 
ones, too^ which ought to fix, and I think it pro- 
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bable they will do so» the matured and once 
more domesticated mind of such a painter as Mr 
AHan. 

P.M. 
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TO THE SAME. 



The largest and most finished picture^ whicb 
Mr Allan has painted upon any subject not 
oriental, (or at least not parting of an oriental 
diaracter,) is that of ike Press-Chng. The se^ 
oond time that I went to his house, he was in 
the act of superintending, the packing up of this 
line piece, for being sent into the cpuiitiy ;* so 
that I was lucky in haying a view of it at all-^ 
for I c^tainly was not allowed time to contem- 
plate it in so leisurely a manner as I could. have 
wished. It is of about the same dimensions as 
the Circassian Slaves, and the canvass, as in it, ia 



* The picture belongs to Mr Horrocki of Tillihewon Cqba 
tie, Dumbartonshire. 
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filled with a very large number of figures ; but 
I am not prepared to say, that I think the same 
happy effect is produced by this circupistance as 
in the other. 

I question, however, whether any scene of ac- 
tual British Life oould have been selected more 
happily calculated for such a pencil as Mr Al- 
lan's. The moment one sees the picture, one 
cannot help being struck with wonder, that such 
a subject should have been left so long unhan- 
died '^ hut whef e, after aU, was ever thi il^tisfa 
artist that oould have occupied it in such si man- 
fast, /as. to throw faily difficulties in Mr Allan's 
way, 6i even to take away the le^t df the oi^gi-^ 
nality^ which, hd hali cidisplayed in its nianoge^ 
nieni ? The canvass represents the house of a 
fish^rmffii by the sea-side — ^neat and deanlyii as 
the houses of respectable fishermen ave always 
f<nind*~bat moife picturesque in its interior thaii 
the house of any otiier poor man cam well be, 
fix>m the mixture of suspended nets and fishing- 
tackle everywhere diversifying the in<»e. usual 
kinds of ^peasant-plenishing. It is supposed, that 
the son of the fisherman has just returned from 
a long voyage in a merchant-ship — his patients 
are preparing to welcome the wanderer with 
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their fatted osilf-~and his mittress^haTuig. heard 

the fleWs of his arriiral^ has hurried^ half-clothed 

as she wae* In t^e eagemess^ of her unsuspeetiiig 

locre^ to be folded in his arms. Scarcely af e the: 

first warm^ teaiftd greetings over, ere a caitiff 

noghfaotir gires notice to the Fress-Gang^^^^tand 

the picture represents the moment when they 

have tufihed into the house, and pinioned their 

pfey. The agony of the Saikr-Boy is speech^ 

leas,- and he stands with his hand upon his &ce, 

as if stunned *iuid insensible to the nature of hist 

misery. His other hand, however^ has not q\&U 

ted the hand of his sweet-heart, who has swood« 

ed away, and is only prevented from lying fikd 

a corpse upon the flocH*, by this his unconsdous 

support. His father looks on in despair; brit 

he has presence of mind enough to know, that 

resistance would be unavailingi The moth^ 

has seized th6 li6uten«.nt by the ba^nd, and.iii 

thrusting upon, him all thdn* little household 

store of guarded guineas, as if she had hoped to 

purchase her boy's safety by her briber In A 

chair by the fire, meanwhile, which even joy 

could not have enabled him to leave, the aged 

and infirm grandfather sits immoveable, and sick 

at heart-^his eyes turned faintly upwards, his 

feeble hands clasped together, and the big drops 
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oour^g each other down the pal6 and furrowed 
dieek&of his half-bewildered seocHid childi^ess. 
The wife of :tfae did maii,*--->for she» too^ is afive 
ta partake in all this wretcfaedn6ss,-*-is not so in- 
firm as her partner, but she has mored from her 
chair only to give aid to him.: Dear as are her chil* 
dfen to her, her husband is dearer--rhe is ^ery- 
thing to h^, and she thinks c^ nothing but him. 
3ie has a cup of water in. her band* of which she 
beseeches him to drink, and g^es.on his: emacia- 
ted featuireaiwith an eye» that teOd <^ the still 
potency of long years, of wedded love— ra- love 
that has survived all the ardours of youthful 
blood, and acquired only a holier. power from 
the liqpse of all their life of hardships. Perhaps 
this is the most noble conception in the whole 
picture— rit does not disturb the imimssion of 
the parting 6f the youthful loVers ; but reflects 
back a nobler sanctity upon all their sufferings^ 
by bringing before us a fresh poetic vision of 
the eternal might of those ties, which that bro- 
kai*hearted ag<my is bruising — 

^' Ties that around the heart are spun^ 
And will not, cannot be undone." 

Even over the groupe.of stubborn mariners 
ai:ound the captive boy, the poetical soul; of the 
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painta* has>not disdained to lavish sotnsething of 
Its redeeming softness ; their hard ami savage 
features are fixed^ indeed, and resolute: but there 
is nocruelty, no wantonness, no derision, in 
their stead&st loolc like the officer wbo eom- 
. niands them, they do what they conceive to be 
tfadr duty — and such it is — ^but they do no 
more. . It was a delightful delicacy of cono^« 
tion, which made the.painter dare to part with 
se mudi of the vulgar powers of contrast, mdto 
make the rainbow of his tenderness display its 
gentle radiance, even here in the thickest black- 
ness of his human storm. 

The &inting girl is represented in a very dif- 
ficult attitude, (I mean difficult for the painter,) 
her collapsed limbs, as I have said, being pre^ 
vented from falling prostrate on the floor only 
by the hand of her lover, which, even in the 
speechless agony of despsur, refuses instinctively 
to let her hand go. Her head, however, almost 
touches the floor, and her long dishevelled tresses 
of raven black, sweep it already with their dis- 
consolate richness. Her virgin bosom, but a 
moment before bursting with the sudden swell 
of misery, is now calm and pale — all its throb- 
bings over fw a time, even as if the finger of 
death had been there to appease them. Her 
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beautiful lips are tinged with an envious livi^ 
stain, and her sunk^i eye-lids are black with 
the rush of recoiling blood, ^ooidst the melaii- 
dioly marble of her checd^s and forehead. Oi»e 
cannot look upon her without rexnemberizig tite 
story of Crazy Jane, and thinking that heie, Uxi, 
b a creature whose widowed heart can never 
hope for peace— one to whom some poet of love 
niight hereafter breathe such words as those al- 
ready br^thed by one of the truest of poets >^ 

M But oh I when midaight wmd careen. 
And the gust pelting on the out-house fihedi > , 
Makes the cock shrilly in the rain-storm crow^ 
To hear thee sing some ballad full of woe, 
Ballad of ship-wrecked sailor floating dead. 
Whom his own true-love buried in the sands ! 
Thee, gentle Woman — for thy voice re-measures 
Whatever tones and melancholy pleasures 
The things of Nature utter— birds or trees, . 
Or moan of ocean gale in weedy caves. 
Or where the stiff grass 'mid the heath-plant waves, 
Mormur and niusic thin of sudden breeae." ' ' 



♦ « • # 
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As I am not one of those who walk round a 
whole gallery of pictures in a single mornings 
and think themsdLves entitled to say they have 
seen them — and even to make critickms upon 
their merits and demerits, I by no means 
thought of parplexing my feeling of the power 
of the PresS'Gawg^ by looking at any other of 
Mr Allan's pictures on the same day; I have 
often gone back since^ however, and am now 
quite familiar with all the pictures still in his 
own possession* Those pdnted on domestic 
Britii^ subjects, are all filled witii the same 
deep and tender tasteMness, wludi the Fress- 
Gang so eminently discovers ; but none of them 
are so happily conceived in point of arrangei- 
ment, nor, perhaps, is the colouring of the aftisfc 
seen to the same advantage in any 6ne of them. 
Indeed, in companng the Fres&-Gang itself with 
the Circassian Slaves, the Jewish Family, arid 
some of the earliest pieces, I could not help en«- 
tertainiqg a suspicion, that in this great departs 
mant the artist has rather retrograded thau a(ak- 
vanced since his return to Britain. It nu^be 
th^t his eyes had been so long accustomed^io 
li^t, shade, and colour, as eidtibitedin arientd 
regions, that his mode, of pamtdng had bosonie 
emlmed and penetrated with the id^ of repre- 
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sehtiDg tUese effects alone^and that so the isu*t- 
ist inay not yet have ^itirely regained the eyes, 
without whicb> it is certain, he cannot possess 
the hand, of a British painter. It is very obvious^ 
that this is a &iling which, considering what 
master-'pieces of colouring some of his older pic- 
tures iare, cannot possibly continue long to lessen 
the power and beauty of his performances. I 
speak of thie:general colouring of his pieces^-I 
have no doubt they may have lesser and more 
particular &ults offensive to more scientific eyes, 
and perhaps hot quite so likely to be got rid of. 
Ahnost all the artists, with whom I have un- 
versed on the subject of his pictures, seem to 
«ay, that they consider him somewhajb defiactive 
in his repressentation <y£ the colour of the naked 
flesh. And I do think, (although I should 
acaroely have made the discovery for myselQ, 
that he does make it rather dead and opaque, 
and gives it too little relief. But, perhaps, the 
small size of his pictures^ and the multipUdty of 
figpjies whieh diey contain, aiecirciimstahces un- 
fevourable to this species of excellaioe. If .his 
objects were lesfs numerous, and presepted larger 
aui&oes, he would find it more easy to make 
them vivid, transparent, and beautiful, and to 
give them a stronger relief by finer gradations 
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of shadow. A small canvass, occupied with so 
many figures, never, has a broad and imposing 
effect at first sight. The first feeling it excites 
is curiosity about what they are engaged with, 
and we immediately go forward to pry into the 
subject, and spell out the story. A piece, with 
larger and fewer figures, if the subject be well 
chosen, is understood at once ; and nothing tells 
more stron^y on the imagination, or strikes us 
with a mcnre pleasing astonishment, than a bold 
effect of light and shadow, seen at a convenient 
distance. 

The execution of a picture, however, is a thing 
of which I cannot venture to speak, without a 
great feeling of diffidence. The choice of sub- 
jects is a matter more within the reach of one 
that has never gone through any regular appiren* 
ticeship of Gusto ; and mudi as I have been 
delighted with Mr Allan's pictures, and much as 
I have been delighted with their subjects, too,— 
I by no means think, that his subje<^s are in ge« 
neral of a kind much calculated to draw out the 
highest parts of his genius, or to affect manlqnd 
with the same high and enduring measure of ad- 
miration and delight, which his genius, other- 
wise directed, might, I nothing question, enable 

VOL. II. R 
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bim to command. In this respeet, indeed, he 
only errs (if error there be,) along with ahnost 
all the great artists, his contemporaries-^nay, it 
13 perhaps but too true, that he and they have 
alike been compelled to err by the frivolous spi% 
Fit of the age in which they have been bom. I 
fear, I greatly fear, that, in spite of all the genius 
which we see every day breaking out in different 
departments of this delightful art, the day of its 
loftiest and most lasting triumphs has gone by. 
However, to despair of the human mind in any 
one of its branches of exertion, is a thing very 
repugnant to my usual feelings. 

P.M. 

P. S. Before quitting Mr Allan's atteUer^ I 
must tell you, that I have seen an exquisite 
sketch of the Murder of Archbishop Sharpe, 
which he has just executed. The picture will, 
I doubt not, be his domestic masterpiece. The 
idea of painting a picture on this subject may 
probably have been suggested to him by a piece 
cf business in which he is just about to engage, 
viz. making designs for the illustration of Wa- 
verley, and the other novels of the same author. 
What a field is here ! I have seen none of his 
designs ; but he will doubtless make them in a 
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manner worthy of himself; and if he does so, his 
name will descend for ever in glorious compa- 
nionship with that of the most original author 
of our days, and the most powerful author that 
Scotland ever has produced. Q. F. F. Q. S., 
quoth 

P.M. 
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LETTER XLIX^ 



TO THE SAM£. 



I KNOW of no painter^ who shows more just 
reflection and good judgment in his way of con* 
ceiving a subject^ and arranging the parts of it^ 
than Allan« His circumstances are ^ways most 
happily chosen, and the characters introduced 
are so skilfully delineated, as to prove that thf 
painter has been an excellent observer of life. 
His pictures are full of thought, and show a 
most active and intelligent mind. They display 
most graphically the fruits of observation ; and 
the whole of the world which they represent, is 
suffused over with a very rare and precious 
breathing of tenderness and delicacy of feeling* 
In short, were his subjects taken from the high- 
est field of his art, and had they any fundamental 
ideas of permanent and lofty interest at the hot- 
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torn of thctti, I jdto not see ^hy Mr Allan aliQtiM 
not be truly a Great Painter. But his geniUs 
has as yet beM cramped and confined by a n^^ 
tfaer ov^stretched compliance wil^ the ta«te of 
tiie times. 

The highest purpose to which painting has 
ever been applied, is that of expressing ideAs 
connected with Religion ; and the decay of the 
interest i^tadbed by mankind to ideas cf that- 
class, is evinced by libtiiing in a more striking 
maimer, than by the nature of the sulgects now 
^n pireference to tbem) commonly chosen tat 
painting; aDd most relished t)y the exiifting gene- 
ratidn; It would seem, ifideed, as if the decay 
6f Interest in great things and great ideas hlad 
not shov^n itself in regard to religion alone. 
Even subjects taken from national history seem 
to be scarcely so'familiarto the imdgin%ttonfS aftd 
associations of ordinary spectators; as to be much 
i^lished or deeply f^elt ill any tfibderti exhibition 
room. * It* i^ probable, that subjects' like those 
chbsen by Wilkie (an<l of late by -Allah Also,) 
eome most home now-a-days to the feelings of 
tile multitude. They pre-suppose no knowledge 
of the past— lio cherished ideas habituaHy dwelt' 
oil by the imagination— no deep feeling of reli- 
gion-^iiodeep feeUrig of patapiOtism-<-but mtt^ly 
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ai «fipK8i^ fix tli« mOit ^mncttaMbnpafatki^mi 
mmiki^tiiHeglmmmnitar^* ThepietarisvHikM 
n^ d^fiatnd ^e^ thef freViouo habiito or idms of 
^^«pettaii9r-^fc telhk Ito own starjy ttfid;it ^tttti 
it entirely— *but exactly in proportion a»tt wlortt 
letHoapciollVe isteitot, I am indinftd toihittkit 
vafilte endttiaiiM of inttrest. I think Wilkie'jr 
iqptfiis of piUi^idi^ may be Md toi bear the same 
i«lal»<w to the ygbeit ^peeiety «wI»A 
oomedi^ mi- fiirees bear to regular tci^ediefl. 
But m aUr tbi%r as. I baveahiaady lu^ed» stk 
pirobable the puUie is most to blaini»-f-nott tiie 
painter* Indeed, the vety greatest tarti^ were 
they, to go on mjri&ing creaticms either in ^nt« 
in|^ poetry^ w tny othef art^ without befaig 
guided by the responses, of pttblic entimliasm^ 
Would ran a sad risk of losing their wHy. Tto 
genius of a gifted indiyiduel}^— this powep of In^ 
irenting and ooneeiTing,— is an instrument wbidi: 
he hims^ may not always have the judgsdttit 
to employ to the best advantag^^: and whieh, is 
mor^. safdy directed to its mark by the aggre- 
gated i^eBngs^ I wiU not «ay, ^ihe multitudei^ 
but at. least of numbers. Even the scattered 
suffrages of ^rnateur;;^ who^ by actiMfl evi^m^ 
havf afjqujr^ habit? Qf feeling dififer^ait &om 
tlto9eof tbe..peopie about tb^i|i» jprnt alw^^^ib^^ 
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m verjr tnfliiig stmttlus» when comptred with 
tin tnimpetiiotes of a whole nation, hailii^ on 
artbl for having well expressed ideas aliloe into- 
voting* to them all. There is no popular syi»- 
paiAiy in ihese days with those divinest fbelingB 
nithe human, soul^ wbidi formed the essence of 
interest in the works :of <^e sculptors of Greeoe 
.»^«^11 more in those of tiare painters of modem 
Itdy<~and the expression of which was reward- 
ed in both cases by the enthusiasm* boundless 
^md gnrte&d, of those by whom these artists were 
faabitumlly surrounded* 

I confess* there are very ft w things of whidi 
I am so desirous* as oi seeing a true school of 
po&nting in its highest form establii^ed among 
the people of Britam. But this can never be* 
Jkill the painters get rid of that passion for in- 
omUh^ subjeets* which at p'esent seems to pre- 
dominate among them alL The object of a gtMEt 
painter should be* not to invent subjects but to 
give a graphical form to idew universatly known* 
and eontemplated with deep feeling. An En- 
tombing of Ghrist^s Kadonna and Child^Hs 
vMi^t into Egypl^ are wwtb all the koMM^t 
Mimes which etm ever foe conceived oat of the 
<Arimiietattces of mod^n life~dmtmstaiieei» 
whtck* dthough they May be treated frith the 
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xtbmM genius omiaevAr csetoe io^Jbeiiiihe^msaii 
iprcmic. ErriBi theeatly luitory of noj^^^moden 
4»i&cm9 however: relate it may .be ivatk remeriEr 
4iUe. ev^eiils, Q$xi preaent no objecto of ^«HludI tbe 
ijIPtgmattoiif >set a-nmsiog by theiaoiitaniplffliaBL 
.^ its likeness^ doesnot speed%.fii]d:4lie limits, 
jmd the 'barreniies$ — fixnn-whioh, in a wc^cb it 
,^b)e8 not tiun away as uopo^ic^ aflter the ^&9t 
Itaf^em^p^ of! < ^c^U4 /Cittfioflity an^^ ivfre^b^ay 
4yi»pa^es have ceased^ H(»p^ diffemnt J&ona 
all ilm wmowiiem^ jb the endtes&aAd imiiieatift- 
rable depth of a Ileligioi;i9 Allegory, wber»ai 
'Hie whole mystery of man and his dcas^iny is 
OsSad up^tQ hr!Qal;he;ita solemn aiid hsi^qk^i^ 
duirm upon the creation of the artist, andi:^!^ 
.poind. Pf^thespeetator! 

^ When one talks to a painter of < the pieseot 
w^ay about, the prnj^ety o£ taking to sv^bjeets ^af 
viii]l^[iou$> import — ^aboye all, to those, of the swh 
fplest coBstniotion, and the most pjur^^ly ^ ^teg^ 
.qalnatures,— there is nothing more comin<m<tliaii 
.to be told, that such subjects ha¥e been. exh^Mslh 
ifid« If you aue told, by way <rf confirmatiQncof 
\this, that the Scriptural pieoes prpduised in this 
jcountry are almost eH very bad, you are,* iv^ea^ 
,tpid n<#ing but the itcuth.; J^eeanse ibeji^K 
mad6 up of.imijjndrc^itos aodcoqijjHl^owhftMi 
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IbniMr pamters, or absurd misapplications' of the 
flastac antique. Haviug no real life or exprai* 
sion in them, they are universally regarded with 
iadiflEerence ; and probably the grossest violations 
of oostame, and the most vulgar forms, are bet^ 
tor^ianthis. Rembrandt, in paintings Scriptund 
Aibjeots, took siidi forms and dresses as bis 6wit 
oountry st^plied, and his compositions were e»- 
tended, beeause, whatever might be their want 
4iii dignity, they were at least pregnant witfi 
trate of > wlntli fak countrymen understood tiie 
meamng. The fundamental ideas conveyed had 
a religious interest, and the vehicles made, use of 
ta ex;|ir^s them^ were in a certain sense good, 
because they were national^ and not raer^ gar- 
bled recollections of ancient pictures and statue^ 
made up into new fixrms and groupes, uttedy 
destitute of coherence and troth. Paul Vercmese 
made use of Venetian ^gures and ikesses in treat- 
ing tile most sacred suligects, and although these 
violations df costume may s^pear ridiculous at 
first sight, yet, if we reflect a little, we shall per- 
haps find that it was the nlost judicious ccmrse 
he coukL have pursued. To make use of sudk 
naCure as il; before us, is always to secure consiM* 
ency ^d truth of expression. There is besides 
n hobl^ sincerity and am|>licity in each natidn 
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making use of siidi pbysiogimiiiits and i 
m it is best acquamted^ with, to stnre -m ibi 
ttieans of expressiag ideas etemldly to be loved 
and adcNredy in whatever way tihcy may be repm^ 
seated. If I were a painter^ and were engaged 
in painting Scripture {neces, I W4>uldi boidly 
make use of sudi phy^swgnomies and soenery as 
my oonntry affords^ and wonld think the surest 
way ofexciting an interest in such performuctt 
would be^ through the medinm of common asas^ 
ciations and welUknown appearaneesy applied t* 
subjects radically greait and dignified in diem^ 
aidves. 

Btit all this poverty of modem artists, has no 
weight a6 an argument agsiiist the use of religl^ 
•ous subjects. Any one who has gone through 
even a few of the great collections t,t home, 
must be satisfied that Christian subjects hai^ 
he^n by no means exhausted by the Ancient 
Matters. Bven in any one of the subjects, of 
Whidi these were most fond, there is no appeam 
anoe, as if any one definite conception had ever 
Mme to be regarded as the truest or best way of 
treating it-^fiir less as preduding the attempt* 
of succeeding artists. It is the more lamentable^ 
when one looks back upon this endless fertilfty 
of itibe old, to think of the nattow^minded prejuf^ 
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difitrwliidi bidbaiKcl ike new painters flsn the 
saioe tnexllAustible tangos of ideas and sabjecfaiu 
Befiore the* hnitatidn can ^ver be imagined to 
faaire roaehed.ito Umit^ we must suppose thatt we 
bare asc^tained the limit of that wbich it pro^^ 
peaea to imitate. Now wbere is tbenMOi, bow* 
erer aodetit ad admiicr of the genius of the great 
dead mastass be may be«-^however deeply and 
|iaHdoilatel}r he may worship the divine spirit 
windi animated their worksi and immortaliaei 
their memories^^where is ibe man who ean ptfp^ 
suadb faimsabf for a nac^ment, that, in ^pressing 
the gestures itnd features of divine bdngs^or bef 
itigs partaking of saiKstity above the conoeplion 
of ordinary men, any one <^ those Piasters haa 
gone as far as it is possible to go ? The best «|f 
theur productions only take us so far««^ere is 
always a deeper patb» whieh . the imaginatiim 
must travel in its own light alone**«<uid wh^e 
ia the certainty that this path may not be ahrid- 
ged^-^tbtt som^ yet nearer approach may not be 
madfe to that, which, even by the greatest of men». 
seems to have been seen afar off at an immeasi»« 
rable^ distanee ? At all events, the result would 
be to grand, that the attempt is well worthy 
€£ being made by every artist who feels in hinQK 
slelftbe stktings aad the oonstiousness <rir gemtUL 
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How natural and how fine a thing for a painter 
to desire to follow in the same path wharein 
Raphael, and Lionardo, and Ferugiiio have pre- 
ceded him — to transplant himself anew into 
their ideas and their thoughts — to walk yet far- 
ther under the guidance of the same unwearied 
spirit which conducted them-**Mid so to restore 
the broken links of connection between the art 
of past ages and the art of the present ! And 
then how ricb--->how comprehensive is their 
sphere in all beauty which painting can need, in 
all expression after which the heart of man pants 
in its moments of reflective earnestness ! What 
a lamentable contrast is that whidi the present 
eofldition of the art affords-^how insecurely and 
unsatisfied the artist seems to be wandering 
about from one set of unfortunate subjects to 
another set yet more unfortunate ! 

The old masters did not merely imagine th^n- 
selves to possess a sufiicieht field for all the rich 
inventiveness of their genius, within the story 
and allegory of the Bible — they seem to have 
been satisfied not unfrequently with a very 
small portion of the space which this mighty 
field afforded-— nay, to have been contented, 
month after month, year after year, and life-time 
after life-time, with some one little fi^gmentof 
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Uie whole — sometimes such as we should searoe- 
ly suppose it possible for them to have este^ned 
tile best or richest in their power. Instead of 
seeking about for new subjects, they seem often 
to have formed such a love for some <me sub^t 
as never, or, at least, seldom to leave it— -unwea- 
ried in their admiration — ^in the intense fervour 
of tiieir passionate love. It is thus that the di- 
vine Raphael seems to have delighted in mani- 
fold representations of the Madonna — each of 
them possessing an individual character — smd 
yet each an aspiration of the same glorious spi- 
rit, after the same intangible evanescent divinity 
of conception. The far less lofty subject of the 
Herodias appears, in like manner, to have be- 
come a perfect common -place in all the school of 
Lionardo ; while in the Crucifixion the soul of 
the great Durer seems to have found a more 
fitting theme on which to expend the ever un- 
satisfied, but never despairitig depth of its me^ 
lancholy musing sublimity. If it be^ true, that 
these men have exhausted any thing, assuredly 
this is a discovery which neither theniselVes^ nor 
any of theiir immediate disciples and most intel- 
Jigent admirers ever dreamed of. 

Although, however, J?^%idA arid the a4pi»- 
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tro q^uitg of the ideu and endosvoun of tlie old 
lialimi Masters, there was anotiier wide fitid 
upon wbidt they moved with a graos and a free^ 
dom^ no iess raperior to anything that is ^v«r 
ashifalted by modem artists— *a field which has 
l^em less deserted by modem artiata, and whteh 
Hiey never do pretend to speak of as hashing 
Iwssi exhausted hy those who preceded ibem^ 
the Mythology of the Greeks. So far as I hai?^ 
bewiiUe to form any ideas concemi^^ Spirit 
df Gredk Antiquity, J am c^ <qpdiiioA tfast tiiat; 
^fH<**^the internal being and essenoe of aQcienl 
JJ£e and ancient Faith, was eomprdbended in a 
An mae happy and n^oie profound way by the 
old Italian painters-*-m<»e, indeed, in all ptoba^ 
fciUty, frcoyi deep instinctive feeling of iKhal Jb 
f^t and true, than firom any great knswledge 
4»flearmng*^than ever seems to be .attained td 
by «ny modem painters eUber of Italy, or Gw 
many^ w En^nd— kaat of. all by those of the 
nort lamild^^clasaical sdiodi in theworld^-^-^lit 
Frendi. It mi^ht be tedi^oiled unfttr toiiaaw Miy : 
iiempasiflona, or expect that Any afamild ffaeidrawii 
between the giganl^^gBmusof MkhaelAn^dfib 
«Bd«tbe mttittlofaay {wintierof^iirdagra^ori.iiifiked* 
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of any c£ the ages that haye elapsed between MU 
ai^fnA Angelo's time and our own. The Sdbool 
of Athens of Ra^dnte], m like manner, would be 
r€^ec^ed as bejxmd the £ur limit of oomparisoii* 
But it is not necessary to seek for the confirma* 
tK>n of what I have said^ in the works c^ such 
men as Buonarotti and Raphad alone. The R<K 
man power, fulness, and magnifioence of Julio^ 
Romano, and the fine voluptuousness in the 
Antiope of Coreggio, are things dearly derived 
firmn deeper sources than any which our rooderar 
painters ever dream of exploring. And yet all 
these painten considered the Christian Allegory 
as the only time subject on which to expend Uie 
full resources of their genius-— This Gredt My^ 
tbology, in which they fimnd things so muck> 
deeper than any that modam painters can find 
there^^was enly regarded by th^en as a bye^field 
of rdaxatioa-*<a mere irmftfyw of their art They 
vinsed the subject of anti^ity ftur more pro^ 
foundiy than their sucoessdrs do, but they alwaya 
kept it in oomplete sul9eefk)n to their own ttiAn 
semus and loftier £uth« Tbey sought in it only 
fbr aU^giories^ conceptiom, ted images cf a-lelt 
overwfadming dignity than theBihle ooiild bB^ 
(bed; and Ibey treated these fH^etly tniMAt aa tiie 
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eldest romantic poets did the fables of antiquity. 
The God Amur of the Proven9als, is, perhaps, 
not much more different from the Eros of the 
Greeks, than the Mercury of Mantegna is from 
the true Athenian Ha*mes. Perhaps one of the 
finest exemplifications of the success with which 
modem art may make use of ancient mythology, 
is in the famous picture of the Contest of Virtue 
and Pleasure, by Perugino. It was in the 
Louvre a few years ago : I know not where it 
is now. The extremities of the fore-ground are 
occupied by two glorious trees, the one of bright 
and blooming foliage, on which some Cupids 
are seen tangled amidst the blossoms and fruit-^ 
the other is a dark and melancholy cypress, on 
one of whose barest branches an owl is perdJed, 
with its wings folded. Female figures with 
lances, the points of which terminate in fiames^ 
contend on the side of Love, others against him. 
Nothing can be finer than the diversity of atti- 
tudes among the combataiits,-rthe very soul of 
antique luxury, and the very soul of antique se- 
verity, seem to have been caught by tihe pencil 
of the artist. The detail of the picture I have 
in a great measure forgotten, but the general ef- 
fect I never shall-^above all, the ^radd blue 
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mounteam in the ^stioide, seen on the one sid4 
over Woods aAd wilds fiill of satyrs and nymphs^ 
andi in the bther^ a maghificent landscape of 
temples and towers, rising calmly out of solemn 
and orderly groves, such as we might imagine 
to have given shelter to the Flatos and the Ci- 
ceros. A modern painter would probably have 
confined himself, in handling such a sul]^ect, to 
some merely plastic groupe^ in which form would 
have been almost every thing--i-expression little 
— arid accompaniment nothing. 

Above all Scottish artists with whose works 
I am acquainted^ I should like to see Mr Allan 
deserting the narrow field of modern art, and 
merely vulgar interest-^and attempting once 
more to paint Scripture subjects as ttey deserve 
to be painted. The gentle and delicate charac- 
ter of liis genius, seems not unworthy of being 
applied to the divinely benevolent' allegories of 
our faith— or,'if these be too much For him', to the 
simjile^ beautiful, un&iling situations of actual 
life, which the Bible history presents in such 
overflowing abundance. Should he be afi:^d of 
venturing so far from the ordinary themes in 
which spectators are now accustomed to find in- 
tereist — ^the history of his country affords a fine 
field, which may be looked upon as intermediate 

VOL. II. s 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



1274 1PA1NTIN<M« 

between that on whidb be lias as yet trodden^ 
and that on whitb I would fain hai^e him fed 
the ambiticm to trefid. In taking hold of religi- 
ous subjects in Scotland^ he would undoubtedly 
have to contend (over and above the prejudices 
of whidi I have aheady spoken,) with another 
set of prejudices scarcely less difficult to be over« 
eome^^those, I mean, of a nation among whom 
Rdigion is commonly r^arded in a way by fssr 
too speeulatiye» and too little imbi^ with pure 
and beautiful feeling* It was worthy only of 
the savage soul of Knax» to banish all the most 
delightful of the arts fixxn the house of God— -to 
^degrade for ever those arts from their prqier 
purpose and destinaticm, among the people whose 
Faith and Worship he reformed, aoXj because 
his own rude (though masculine) mind wanted 
grace to comprehend what their true purposes, 
and destinations, and capacities are. This was 
indeed the triumph of a bigot, who had neither 
an eye nor a heart for Beauty. The light of the 
man's virtues should not be forgotten ; but why 
should an enlightened nation continue to punidi 
themsdves by walking in the cold shadow of his 
.ptcgudices ? 

But the old history of Soothmd abounds in 
so^aes of the most romantic and poetic inUnst ; 
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and the self-love of the nation, debarred from 
any exclusive pride in atchievements of later 
days, atones for this to itself by a more accurate 
knowledge of the national past, and a more fer- 
vent interest in the men and actions the national 
history discloses, than are commonly to be found 
among nations whose independent existence has 
continued unbroken down to the present day. 
Here then is a rich field, to which Mr Allan 
may turn not only without prejudices to en- 
CQupter, but with the whole prejudices of his 
nation eminently interested in his endeavours^ 
and, if he succeed, (as why should he not ?) emi- 
nently and enthusiastically delighted in his suc- 
cess- I hope the Murder of Archbishop Sharpe 
is designed as the first of a great and magnificent 
(series of Scottish Paintings ; but I think it would 
Jiave been better to choose, as the subject of the 
first of such ^ series, some scene which the whole 
of the Scottish nation paight have been more 
likely to comtemplate with the same species of 
emotions^ 

P.M. 
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TO THE SAM£. 



The lengtli to which I have extended my re- 
marks on Mr Allan's pictures, may perhaps ap- 
pear a little extravagant ; but I think, upon the 
whole, that these pictures, and this artist, form 
one of the most interesting subjects which can 
at the present time attract the attention of a tra- 
veller in Scotland, and therefore I do not repent 
of the lengthiness of my observations. I wish I 
had been able to treat the subject more as it de- 
. serves to be treated in some other respects. 

The truth is that till Wilkie and Allan arose^ 
it can scarcely be said Scotland had ever given 
any promise of expressing her national thoughts 
and feelings, by means of the pencil, with any 
degree of power and felicity at all approaching 
to that in which she has already often made Use 
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of the vdiide of worcjs — or even tp that wiiich 
she had displayed in her early music. Before 
this time, the poverty, of Scotland^ and the ex- 
treme difficulty of pictorial education, as con* 
trasted with the extreme facility of almost every 
other kind of education, had been sufficient to 
prevent thie field pf art from ever attracting the 
sympathies and ambition of the young men of 
genius in this country ; and the only exception^ 
to this rule are such as cannot fail ,to illustrate, 
iii a very striking way, the general inflKaiqe of 
its au<^ority. Neither can I be persuaded to 
think, that the only exceptions which did exist 
were at all very splendid ones. The pj>ly two 
Scottish painters of former times, pf whom any 
of the Scotch connoisseurs, with >vhom I have 
conversed, seem to speak with much exultation* 
are Gavin Hamilton and Runciman. The lat- 
ter, althou^ he was far iiiferior in the practice 
of art — although he knew nothing of colouring, 
fiind very little of drawing — ^yet^ in my opinion, 
• possessed tnudi i^ore of the true soul of a paint- 
.er than the fqraner. There is about his often 
^nuserably dra^rn iigui;e8, and as often miserably 
'^iirranged grqup^ a certain rude diaracter of 
jgiimdenr, a oert^n indescribable majeii^ty and 
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originality of bonception, which shews tt oncfe^ 
Hiat had he been better educated, he might haw 
been a princely painter. The other possessed in 
perfection all the manual port of his art — ^he 
made no mistakes — ^he was sure so fat as he 
Went — he had the complete mastery of his tools. 
The subjects which he chose, too, were admi- 
*Able, and in his treatment g£ many d them al* 
together, he has displayed a union of talents^ 
wbich few even of the very &st aittsts the 
woirld has produced could, ever equal. But Ga- 
vin Hamilton was not a great painter. Nature 
iiever meant him to be one. He wanted soul to 
Conceive, and therefore his hands, so ready and 
«o skilful to execute. Were of little avail. I have 
seen many of his works in Italy— ^s yet none of 
ttiem here ; for the artist always lived in Italy, 
and very few of his paintings have ever, I be- 
lieve, reached the country of his birth. At a 
Idte period of Ins life, indeed, he came to Scotland, 
Svhere he was possess^ed of a considerable pat^- 
fiA estate, had a paihting-room fitted iip ki bis 
?iouse, and resolved to spend Ifce remainder of 
{Ms days among his countrymen. But gi^eat a$ 
*e really was *in^many respects^ and grieat iabo^^ 
' all coonp&iitK^n ^tfs he must ha^e ^peaJrtMl, otv at 
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least, was entitled to appear in Scotland Aen^ he 
found little sympathy and little enthusiasm to 
sustain and reward his labours ; and, after paint- 
ing a few large pictures for the Duke of Hamil-t 
ton, (with whose family he was nearly connect- 
ed,) Gavin returned once more to Borne— diever 
to leave it again. There indeed he enjoyed a 
high and brilliant reputation. He was a kindi 
of Mengs among the cognoscenti, and his nam«, 
like that of Mengs, was rendered celebrated 
throughout the continent by the praises of 
Frendi traveller and Italian dceroni. ]8tf^ 
Mengs has since been reduced to his due dimen^ 
nons ; and Gavin Hamilton could have no rea-; 
son to complain that he has suffered the same 
^ fate, although indeed it is very truCt the dimM*? 
lions to which he has be^ti reduced are yet 
smaller than those of Mengs. Siich is the mv^* 
riable destiny of all but the true dj^mi-gods. 
For his own living boun each may ^^ens aU 
tbe expansion of popular renown; but, wh^ 
&ej come to take theb: place among tli# great 
assencdbly of the illustrious dead, 

<« Bebol4 A nr^ndey I they but now who seamed 
In bij^pess tp 9urpa8« Earth's giapt soivi, 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberless."*— * 
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Even the raptures of Voltaire can no longer per- 
suade men that either Mengs or Hamilton wer^ 
wortliy representatives of the great painters of 
the centuries preceding. 

It would seem, however, as if the first, day- 
spring of art in Scotland had been enough to 
illuminate many regions besides those to which 
1 have already alluded. For the first time is 
Scotland now possessed of admirable landscape 
painters, as well as of historical painters; and in 
the department of portrait, the progress die has 
made has been no less remarkable. .With re- 
gard to landscape painting, it is very true, that 
she has not yet» equalled the present glories of 
the sister ]dngdom-~but then the world has 
only one Turner, and Scotland comes far near* 
er jto the country which has had the honour of 
produduig that great genius, tlian any other 
country in Europe. She has reared many art- 
ists in this department, whose works are well 
known in England, and s|ie has fixed the resi- 
dence and aifections of a countryman of our own, 
whose works, were they known as they deserve 
to be, would, I am persuaded, confer more pure 
.delight on all that are capable of understanding 
^nd fepUng thejir beauties, than it has almo^jt ey^r 
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fallen to the lot of any one artist to bestow upon 
bis contemporaries. 

. I owe my first acquaintance with this painter to 
my friend W-— — , who is extremely fond of his 
c(»npany, no less than of his pictures ; but have 
since met hun very often in the fashionable socie^ 
ties of the place. It is a singular enough coin** 
cidence, too, that Mr Williams (for he is your 
namesake,) has owed scarcely less of his celebrity 
to his reiddejtice in foreign countries,and his choice 
of foreign subjects, than Mr Allan has done. It is 
true, that he has long been known as an admi- 
rable landscape painter, and, I think, you must 
have seen some of his works in Wales, as well as 
in London ; but it was not till^last.year, when Mr 
Williams retumc^d to Edinburgh, after travelling 
for some years in Italy and Greece, that his ge- 
nius seems to have displayed itself in its utmost 
power. Familiar as he had all his life been with 
the beauty and the grandeur of mountains, lakes, 
and rivers, and skilful as he hadshewn.himself 
in transfusing their shapes and their eloquence 
i;o his canvass---there seem to have.slumbered in 
his breast the embers of a nobler fire, which ne- 
vjgr burst into a flame until he had g»Eed upcm 
the majestiQ fiice of Nature in lands, where her 
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majesty borrcms a holier and a BiiUimer influ- 
ence from the memory of men and actions^ in 
oomparison Tvith which the greatest of modem 
men^ and the most brilliant of modem actions, 
must be contented to appear as dim and pigmy. 
Even Italy, for there was the scene of his first 
wanderings, seems to have wanted the power tQ 
call forth this hidden spark into its full radi-* 
anqe. It was reserved for the desokte beauty c^ 
Greece, to breathe into this fine spirit such a 
aen^e of the melancholy splendour of Nature, in 
<dimes where sHe was <mce no less gay than 
splendid*-sudi a deep and touching sympathy^ 
with liie decays of earthly greatness, and ^e va* 
nity of earthly ambition — such a mournful ten- 
daness of feeling and of pencil, as haye be^i suf- 
ficient to render him at once one c£ the most 
original, one of the most impresdve, and one of 
the most delightful of painters. 
. &irely I am a lover of nature ; but I oon&ss^ 
that pictured representations of external nature^ 
when linked with no subject of human action or 
(passion, have in general been aUe to produce 
^timpaiativdy but littie effect upon my mind. 
The paintings of Ckmde, indeed, always affected 
ne in the most powerfal manner ; bis!( tiien, I 
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tluak, tiie idea that the sc^ie was m Italy, and 
the ruined shapes of Bx)man aqueducts^ towers^ 
and temples, gleammg beneath his sunny lustre, 
or more gentle moonlight, always entered very 
largely into the deep gratification I received 
from contemplating them. The same kind of 
instruments of excitement have been far more 
liberally employBd by Williams, than by any of 
the great painters with whose works I am ac- 
quainted — and besides, the scenes c^ Greece, and 
the desolation of Greece, are things to my mind 
of yet nobler power Uian any of which even 
Claude had command* It is theie,-^I may foe 
wrong in confessing it,-^it is there, among the 
scattered pillars of Thebes <^ Corinth~or m full 
view of all the more glorious remains of more 
glorious Athens — or looking fr«Ma the ivied and 
inouldering arches of Delphi, quite up through 
the mountain mists to the craggy summits of 
Parnassus, and the &r off windings of the Cas- 
talian brook— it is there, that tbe Ibotstqps of 
men appear to have stanified ^ gModer sanctity 
efven on the most magtufloent foiaaas'^^ Kiotuxe. 
It is there that Williams seems first to have felt^ 
and it is in his trmscripts of thc^ glorious 
scenes, that I myself hate be^ sewiUe ^fS&A" 
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ing, the whole fulness and awfulness of the works 
of the Creator — 

—All this magnificent effect of power. 

The earth we tread, the sky which we behold 

By day, and all the pomp which night reveals. 

As yet Mr Williams has not had time to fi- 
nish many pictures from the sketches he made 
in Greece ; but, for the most part, these sketches 
are in themselves most charming pictures ; for, 
in spite of the fierce suns which all preceding 
travellers dreaded and shunned as much as pos- 
sible, and which no preceding painter ever bra- 
ved, it was his custom to colour his sketches up- 
on the spot where they were made. The ^fects 
which he has thus produced are so very new, that, 
but for the certainty one has in regard to the mode 
of their production, it is not to be denied, they 
would appear somewhat extravagant. I have 
wandered over all the scenes of deserted grandeur 
in Southern France and Italy — ^but these Greek 
ruins make their appearance in a style of majes- 
tic splendour, for which my eyes were totaUy 
unprepared. The action of the atmosphere upon 
the marble seems to have be^i quite difierent 
here firom anything I have «ver witnessed ^se- 
where ; and this, taken together with the daz- 
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2ling brightness reflected from inhulnerable fidids 
of waving mustard, has thrown such a breadth 
of yellow radiance around the crumbling monu- 
ments of wisdom and valour, that the eye starts 
back, at first, as if from the glare of thfe suh in 
half-complete eclipse. By degrees, however, the 
intense truth of the represeiitation forces its way 
into one's heart, and you gaze with your hand 
over your eyes upon the golden decline of Athens 
with the same unquestioning earnestness^ as if 
you were transported all at onoe to one of the 
sunny slopes of Hymettus. I stpeak of Athens, 
<— for it is there surdy that the artist must have 
felt most^ and it is in the large picture he has al- 
ready finished of Athens, that the spirit of the 
place, the Beligio Loci, seems to have infiised 
its deepest charm into the pencil of the Worship- 
per^ Before you lies a long level df green and 
yellow grain, broken everywhere by tufted plan- 
tations of vines and olives-^with here and theife 
a solitary oak or sycamore, lifting itsdf broader 
land browner above their underwood — ^in the 
midst of which the gigantic Corinthian columns 
of what was once the Temple of Jupiter, fortn a 
reistiiig-place of radiance half way between you 
and the dty. l%e low-ro(rfs and fantastic outlines 
of the houses of the modem dty spread along the 
verge of the hill, and separate it from the fore- 
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gxound ; but the majestkl remains behind seem 
to acknowledge little connection with the works 
of modem men, whidi intervene between us 
and their surpassing beauty. The whole hpcfw 
of die AcropoHs still beams with a labyrintii of 
splendour, which at first glance you could hard- 
ly suspect to be in decay — with such noble deci- 
sion of outline do these yellow pillars break the 
sky behind them — ^towers, and gateways, and 
temples, and domes, and porticos, all gleaming 
together on the summit, in the same warmth of 
radiance that shone upon tiiem when Perieles 
walked thither to o£fer up incense before the 
new-made masterpiece (^Phidias. The TeIDpl^ 
of Theseus stands lower down, more entire than 
the Parthenon, but half lost in the shadow of tjbue 
Acropolis. Behind, through a rich and wooded 
plain that stretches to the sea, the eye may trac^e 
some lingering vestiges of what once were tt)e 
long wails of the Piraeus. The s^ itself sleeps 
bright and blue beyond — b^ieath a bright sky, 
where not one speck of cloud is seen to hover 
above the glorious landscape. Far behind lies 
Salamis, and &rtha- stiU JBgina.— In the centre 
of the piece, on the left hand^ a small die^ 
track, scarcely discernible among the mossy 
green, idiows where once lay the high roa^ to 
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M«rathoD. To the right, doee beneath where 
you stand, a groupe of Turks and Albanians are 
clustered together, with all the glaring hues of 
their barbaric splendour by a dear small pool — 

'^ Thy heaoJu, Ccphkas, and the erjstal Ijmpb, 
With which thou dost refresh the thirsty h'ps. 
And moisten all day long these flowery fields." 

What a landscape is here ! how naked of men, 
yet bow impregnated with the essence of huma- 
nity ! 

T«( tt^Mf ixmi w^fU' 

And yet perhaps the view from Castri may 
be a still more delightful one, and fitted perhaps 
to kindle yet deeper emotions. Here there is 
no pomp of ruins, no sweep of deserted richness, 
nothing but a few moss-grown tablets and co- 
lumns beneath our fieet, and before us^ the moun- 
tain of inspiration, lifting its clear head high 
among the clouds, £su: above aU its sweeping gir- 
dle of rocks and pines. It was here that the re- 
ligion of Greece had its seat and centre — ^it was 
from hence that the Oracle of Apollo once dic- 
tated to aU the kings of Asia — and that far later, 
even the rdics of its power were sufficient to 
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protect its soil from the foot of the spoiler— 
.when 

** The Gaul-King before Delphi lay/' 

The streams of Castalie glitter in the distance^ 
and a single snow-white heifef, th6 only living 
thing in all ttie picture^ browses upon the tall 
grass and wall-flowers, that spring from out the 
centre of the long silent, sanctuary. A certain 
dim and sultry vapour of mystery seem& to 
sleep upon everything around — a dreamy misti- 
ness of atmosphere, fit mothei: and fit nurse for 
the most fanciful and graceful of superstitions. 

— In that fair clime, the lonely herdsman stretc&ed 

On the soft grass through half a summer's day^ 

With' music lulled his indolent repose: 

And in some fit of weariness, if he^ 

Wlien his own breath was silent^ chanced to hear 

A distant strain, far sweeter than the sounds 

Which his poor skill could make^ his fancy fetched. 

Even from the blazing dhariot of the sun, 

A beardless youth^ who touched a golden lute^ 

And filled the illumined groves with ravishment 

The nightly hunter, lifting up Sis eyes 
Toward the crescent Moon with grateful heart, 
Called on the lovely wanderer, who bestowed 
That timely light, to share his joyous sport t 
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Apd h«^oe a. beaming goddets with her nyiAphB, 

Across the lawn^ and through the darksome grove^ . 

(Not unaccompanied with tuneful notes^ 

iBy echo multiplied fi^om rock or cave») 

Swept in the storm of chase^ as Moon and Stars 

Glance rapidly along the cloudy Heavens, 

VVheti windfi are blowing strdng : 

T • ■ ' » J- . The traveller slaked 

His thirst from rill or gushing fountt and thanked 

The Naiad.-^Suilbeams upon distant hills, 

C^iditog apace with shadows in tlieir train» 

Mighty with small help from fancy* be transformed 

Into fleet Oreads sporting visibly ; 

iThe Zephyrs fanning as they passed their wings* 

Lacked not for love fair objects, which they wooed 

With gentle whisper. Withered boughs grotesque 

Stripped of their leaves and twigs by hoary age. 

From depth of shaggy covert* peeping forth 

In the low vale, or on. steep mountain side ; 

And sometimes intermixed with stirring horns 

Of the line deer, or goats' depending beard ; 

These were the lurking Satyrs, a Wild brdod 

Of! gamesome Deities, or Pan himsdf, 

The simple Shepherd's awe-^inspiring God I 



When Williams has fihisW a feW Wdre pic- 
tures sudi 88 thes^, I have no doubt it will be 
foundi that his genius is entitled to exert a deep 
sway over the minds of his contemporaries. It 
seems as if nature had fitted him to complete 
alnong us the impression* which similar inspira- 
tions' had already enabled one of the greatest 
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poets of |liQ day to introd^c^ to w wi«li 80 m^^^ 
xmajestjr ef eflfbct* 

But the length qf th!^ r«n vks ISMSfc nP<^ lead 
you to suppose, that there are no g;teat landscape 
painters in Edinburgh, beside Mt WilU^BM- 
He is the only one whom I have met &e%iieiitly 
in society, and perhaps his very elegant appear- 
ance and mi^n^irs, ^)i4 the lQte:^e9t ^9 iif^iKider- 
ings .have giv^i tp his conv^*sation, may suffi- 
ciently account for this oircumstance. But there 
is no wwt pf adi»irgjt>l)9. Bf^t^ W tb^ fmm de- 
partment in this city. There is the venerable &- 
ther of landscape-painting in Scptland-^]M.r IJiTas- 
myth, whose son Peter enjoys at splendid repu- 
tation at present in London. There is a delight- 
ful sweetnei^s m the dd WftO** PWPU» wd assu- 
redly there is in it as yet no want of i{igour. 
There is Mr Thomson, the clergyman of Dud- 
dingston, a village in the immediate neighbour- 
Jbw4 Pf Edinljurgh, whose wwlw, in fflwrtprly 
.fftisfn m^ breadth of eff*c*, seem tg> vsmt(h^i§' 
fVOfiidx pear^ to the ip^Jsterpiecei «f Twiwr, 
tjian, tho^e o£ any oth?r Wtist with nhom \ WP 
«pquain^e4> and whp, y w will h^ h^pf^y |q qk- 
jB^^f^ is engi^ed along with thai: FfiiM^ pC Ar<r 
j»t» m Mr Scott's great work pf the Fwvlneifl 

Antiquities of ScotlaiicL Among thji . ypu;ager 
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lffkbto» thete tte, I believe^ not a few of ytty 
great promise, and one, jibove all, who bidt fair 
e^ lo^g to rival the very highest mastera ih the 
department he has selected. I allude to Staff** 
Surgeon Sdhetky» a gentleman^ whose olooe and 
eminent atteiittion to his own profession* botih 
here and while he served with Lord Wettings 
torfs army, have not prevented him from eulti* 
vating with unrform ardour egx art fitted above 
all others to fwm a deli^tful relaxation from 
the duties of professional men, arid whidh, it is 
easy "to see* must besides be of greet practical 
and direct utility to a man of his professum* 
Dutmg the longest and fitosft fetigAing marches 
of our Peninsular army, his active and intell^iit 
mind was stiU fifesh m its worshipping of the 
forms of nature ; finding its best tdief from the 
coritemplatieh of human suffering; in the eoga<- 
templation of those serene beauties of earth and 
sky, which that lovely region for ever offers to 
the weary eye of man. I tibink the Dbctdr is 
a Yety original painter. He has looked on na^ 
ture with an eye that is^ entirely his ownraAd he 
has conceived the true purposes of his art in i 
way that is scarcely less peculiar. He seems to 
have the most exalted views of the poetical 
power of landscape*piainting, and to make it his 
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dbj^t odi' every occasion to call this pc^tical 
power into action in Ms works. He does not so 
tnuch care to represent merely striking or befau- 
ilfiil scenes, as to characterize natural objects; 
and bring out their life and expression. A 
painter, who feels, as he does, what nature is, 
considers every tree or plant as in some measure 
an animated being, which expresses the tone of 
its sensations by the forms which it assumes, and 
Hie colours which it displays. How full of poe- 
tiry and meaning is every vegetable production, 
when sprouting forth spontaneously in such 
places as nature dictates, and growing in the 
Way to which it is led by its own silent incHna- 
Hons ! Even the difierieiit surfaices and shapes of 
soils and rocks have an expression relating to the 
manner in which they were formed, although 
tJiey cannot be literally considered as expresisive 
bf sensation like plants. Mr Schetky seems 
more th^ almost any painter to be imbu^ 
with these ideas of universal animation. His 
triees — ^his rocks — ^his Pyrenees, seem to breathe 
and be alive with the spirit of their Maker ; and 
he has no superior, but one, in everything that 
regards the grand and mysterious eloquence of 
iefoiid and sky. 
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> As you have seen the London Exhibitions Bf^ 
often as myself, you of course do not need to be 
told, that, in Kaebum, Edinburgh possesses a 
portrait-painter, whose works would do honour 
to any capital in Europe. I really am not cer- 
tain, that this artist is in any important particu- 
lar inferior even to Sir Thomas Lawrence. He 
also is an old man ; but the splendid example of 
his career has raised about him several, that seem 
destined to tread in his steps with gracefulness 
scarcely less than his own. Such, in particular, 
are Mr Geddes, whose fine portrait of Mr Wil- 
kie has lately been engraved in London^-Mr 
John Watson, a very young artist, but (I pro- 
phesy) not far from very splendid reputation— 
a most chaste oolourist, and one that wants no- 
thing but a little more practice to be in all 
things a Raeburn — and, lastly, Mr Nicholson, 
whose delicate taste in conceiving a subject, and 
general felicity in executing it, do not always 
receive so much praise as they should, on ac- 
count of a little carelessness in regard to draw- 
ing, which might be very easily corrected. You 
must have seen many etchings from his pictures. 
Mr Nicholson is also a very charming minia^ 
ture-painter ; indeed^ he has no rival in that de^ 

11 
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partment but Mr William Thomson, a truly de- 
licious master in this style. 

Ev^ your's, 

P.M. 

P. S. You must not expect to hear from mf 
again for several days, as I am to set off to*mor« 
row morning to pay my promised visit to Mr 
S I shall write you immediately on my 

return to Edinburgh. 

Pray, is there any truth in the newsp^r pa- 
ragraph about Sir Watkin ?— Give my love to 
Lucy—" Qt$id Luce darius T' 
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LETTER LI. 

TO THE SAME. 



Avttt phMng the toWA 6f t>^^dtfi, iHid atf 
&httg the iikkt& of tire siLta€ lot ety trdct dt st^-' 
Aery dtt the Esfe, ttrhidh 1 have a&eftdy d6Strib^ 
tfo yotf, the roiad to A^Su^i^ leads foot Sevewflf <^ '^" 
mites actosS a bai« ahd steiile dfsMee, utrhe)^ ti^ 
progress of cultivation has not yet been able to 
diange much of the general aspect of tiie coun- 
try. Th^re airey llo>(refer« hera md tlieie tome 
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beautiful little valleys cutting the desert-^in one 
of which, by the side of a small mountain stream, 
whose banks are clothed everywhere with a most 
picturesque abundance of blooming furze, the 
old Castle of Botthwiek ist seen projecting its 
venerable Keep, unbroken apparently, and al- 
most undecayed, over the few oaks which stiH 
seem to linger like so many frail faithful vassals 
around the relics of its grandeiur. When I pass- 
ed by this fine ruin, the air was calm and the 
sky unclouded, and the shadow of the square 
massy pile lay in all its dear breadth upon the 
blue stream below ; but Turner has caught or 
created perhaps still more poetical accompani- 
ments, and you may see it to at least as much 
advantage as I did, in his magnificent deline^ 
ation.* 

Shortly after this the view becomes more con<* 
tracted, and the road winds for som^ miles be- 
tween the hill&~while, upon th^ right, . ypH 
have dose by your side a modest little rivulet^ 
increasing; however, every moment in breadt(i 
and boldness, This^ is the infant Gala Watef"^ 



' * In the first Namber.<rf''the ProyhidU Antiquities of Scot- 
land. 
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«o xselebnrted in the pastoral poetry of Skx»tland 
-lowing on to mingle its tributary stream with 
the more celebrated Tweed. As you approach, 
with it, the great valley of that delightful river, 
the hills become more and more beautiful in 
their outlines, and where they dip into the nar- 
low phun, thdir lower slopes are diversified with 
fine groupes of natiural wood-^hazel — ash-*-a|id 
birdi, with here and there some drooping, mould- 
ering oaks and pines, the scanty relics of that 
cynce mighty Pore^ from which the whole disr 
trict still takes its namCt At last, the 6^ 
makes a sudden turn, and instead of 

'^ The grace of forest-channs decayed. 
And pastoral melancholy,** 

you have a rich apd fertile vale, covared all 
over with nodding groves and luxuriant ver^ 
dure, through which the Gala winds proudly tOr 
wards the near end of its career. I crossed it at 
the thriving village of Galashiels, and pursued 
my journey for a mile or two on its right bank 
— ^being told, that I should thus save a consider* 
able distance — ^for the usual road goes round 
aboptt for the sake of a bridge, which, in the pla- 
cid seasons of the Tweed, is quite unnecessary, 
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1 saw tliis fay-ftm^d river for the first tiiiie, with 
the turrets of its great j^eVs tnan^ioH imfnediate- 
ly beyond it, and the bright foliage of his young 
laitihes reflected half- way over in it« mirror. 

You cannot imagine a more lovely river-*lt 
is as clear as the tiniest brook you ever sdW, for 
I could count the white pebbles as I passed-^^nd 
yet it is broad and deep, and above all extreme- 
ly rapid ; and although it rises sometimes to tL 
much greater height, it seems to fill the whole 
of its bed magnificently. The ford of which 1 
made use, is the same from which the house takei^ 
its name, and a few minuteii brought me to it* 
gates. Ere I came to it, however, I had time to 
see that it is a strsmge fantastic structure, built in 
total defiance of all those niles of uniformity to 
which the modem architects of Scotland are so 
nrach attached. It consists of one large tower, 
with several smaller ones clustering around it, 
all biiilt of fine grey granite-^their roofs diver- 
srfied abundantly with all manner of arftiqa6 
drimney-tops, battlements, and turrets — the win- 
dows placed here tod there with appropriate ir- 
regularity, both of dimension and position, — ^ 
and the spaces between or above thetn AOt utt- 
frequently occupied with saintly niches, md <sht- 
valrous eoats-of-arms. Altogether it heirs 2t ddsc^ 
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resemblance^ to some of our true old English 
manor-houses, in whidb the forms of religious 
and warlike architecture are blended together 
with no ungraceful mixture. But I have made 
a sketch with my pencil, which will give you a 
better noti<»i of its exterior, than any written 
description. The interior is perfectly in dia- 
iracter — but I dare say, you would turn the leaf 
were I to detain you any longer from the lorcj 
of the place, and I confess you are right in thinks 
ing him ** metal more attractive." 

I did not see Mr S^J^^^, however, immedi- 
ately on my arrival ; he had gone out with all 
bis family, to shew the Abbey of Melrose to 
the Count von B , and some other visi- 
tors. I was somewhat dusty in my apparel, 
(for the shandrydan had moved in clouds half 
the journey,) so I took the opp(»rtunity of ma- 
king my toilet, and had not quite completed 
it, when I heard the trampling of their horses' 
feet beneath the window. But in a short time 
having finished my adonisation, I descended, 
and was conducted to Mr S ^^^^ , whom I found 
by himself in his library. Nothing could be 
kinder than his reception of me^ — and so simple 
and unaissuming are his manners, that I wjte 
quite surprised, after a few minutes had elapsed. 
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to find myself already almost at home in the 
company of (me, whose presence I had approach- 
ed with feelings so very different from those 
with which a man of my age and experience is 
accustomed to meet ordinary strangers. There 
is no kind of rank, which I should suppose it so 
difficult to bear with perfect ease, as. the univer.^ 
sally^honoured nobility of universally-honoured 
genius ; but all this sits as Ughtly and naturally 
upon this great man, as ever a pl\imed casque 
did upon the head of one of his own graceful 
knights. Perhaps, after all, the very highest 
dignity may be more easily worn than some of 
.the inferior degrees-rrrasit has often been said of 
{princes. My Lord Duke is commonly a much 
mpre hpmely person, than the Squire of the Pa- 
rish — or your little spick-and-span new Irish Ba- 
ron- And, good heavens ! what a difference be- 
tw:een the pompous Apollo of some Cockney co- 
terie, and the plain, manly, thorough-bred oour- 
tpsy of a Wa^^ S-^«^ ! 

There was a large party at . dinner, for the 
house was full of company, and much yay amu- 
sing and delightful conversation passed on every 
side around me ; but you will not wonder that 
I foi^nd comparatively littk leisure 4tbef to 
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hear or see much of anything besides my host 
And as to his person, in the first place— that was 
almost perfectly new to me, although I must 
have seen, I should suppose, some dozens of en-^ 
gravings of him before I ever came to Scotland. 
Never was any physiognomy treated with more 
scanty justice by the portrait-painters — and yet, 
after all, I must confess that the physiognomy 
is of a kind that scarcely falls within the limits 
of their art, I have never seen any face which 
disappointed me less than this, after I had be- 
come acquainted with it fuUy-^yet, at the first 
glance, I certainly saw less than, but for the vile 
prints, I should have looked for— and I can ea^ 
sily believe that the feelings of the uninitiated 
— ^the uncranioscopical observer, might be little 
different from those of pure disappointment It 
is not diat there is deficiency of expression in 
any part of Mr S ^^^^ ' s face, but the expression 
which is most prominent, is not of the kind 
which one who had known his works, and had 
heard nothing about his appearance, would be 
inclined to expect. The common language of 
his features expresses all manner of discernment 
and acuteness of intellect, and the utmost nerve 
and decision of character. He smiles frequently, 
and I never saw any smile which tells so elo- 
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quently the union of broad good humour, with 
the keeoegt perception of the ridicul<»ifl~-but ^ 
this would scarcely be enough to satisfy one in 
the physiognomy of W^>^^ S-^i'^. And, in- 
deed, in order to see much finer things in it, it 
IS only necessary to have a little patienee, 

*' And tarry for the hour, 

When the Wizard shews his power ; 
The hour of might and mastery. 
Which none may shew but only he.'* 

In the course of conversation, he happened to 
quote a few lines from one of the old Border 
Ballads, and, looking round, I was quite asto* 
nished with the change which seemed to have 
passed over every feature in his countenance. 
His eyes seemed no longer to glance quick and 
grey from beneath his impending brows, but 
were fixed in their expanded eye-lids with a so- 
ber, solemn lustre. His mouth (the muscles 
about which are at all times wonderfully expres- 
sive,) instead of its usual language of niirtibt or 
benevolence, or shrewdness, was filled with a sad 
and pensive earnestness. The whole face was tin* 
ged with a glow that shewed its lines in new eneri- 
gy and transparence, and the thin hair parting 
backward displayed in tenfold majesty his Shake- 
spearian pile of forehead. It was now that I re- 
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cogniiied the true stamp of Nature on the Poet 
ef Marmion-r^and looking back for a moment to 
the former expression of the same countenance^ I 
oould not dioQ^ but wonder at the fecility with 
which one set of features could be made to speak 
things so diiSsrent But, after all^ what are fear 
tures un]esa they form the index to the mind ? 
and how should the eyes ofhira who commands 
a thousand kinds of emotion, be themselves con- 
fined to beam only with the eloquence of a 
few ?— 

'^ It was about the Lammas tide, 

When husbandmen do win their hay ; 

The doughty Dovgla^ he would ride 
Into England to drive a p^ey/' 

% shall certainly pever forget the fine heroic en- 
tjmsiam of look, with which he spoke these lines 
— not the gr^nd melancholy roll of voice, which 
shewed with what a world of thoughts and feel- 
ings every fragment of llie old legend was asso- 
ciated within his breast. It seemed as if one 
single cadence of the ancestral strain had been 
charm enough to transport his whole spirit back 
into the very pride and presence of the moment, 
when the White Lion of the Percies was stained 
and trampled under foot beside the bloody rushes 
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ofOtteirbonroe. 'T^ejt^i^an.m 
of his Jqndled eye, w^re Almost enough ^.p^f 
jtoethe same lines , the s^lpe ipagic^m ,nw ears^ 
And. I could half &ncy that the portion of Scotr 
ti§h blood which is mingled in my yeips^ h*d.l^- 
gun to assert, by a more ardent th|"pj|j its right 
to partake iU; the trkimphs.of the^same primitiv^ 
allegiance- , ; ^ ., ,^ ^ , I ^^ 

While I was thus occupied, one of the J[nost 
warlike of the Locbaber pibrpchs begaji ^,^.fep 
played in the neighbourhood of the. jroQtn jia 
which we >vere, and^ iQokii^ tow^^rds ^the ynn^ 
dow, I saw a noble Highland ^iper ])pi{acUng^t;9 
and &o upon the lawn, in front of the house-;r 
the plumes of his bonnet — the folds of his plaid 
-«^-and the sl^e^m^ pf his b^pipe, all floating 
majestically about him in the light evening 
breeze. You h^^* \B^W tbk liM^hifieent cos- 
tume, so I need not* troul|;)le,y9u either ivithits 
description or its..Qafeg$^j;Mbi|t.I.iWE4uite sure 
you never ^w it where its appearance harmoni- 
zed so delightfully With all the accompaniriaentij 
of the scene* It is true, that it was in the Low* 
lands— and that there are other streams upon 
ivhich'the shadow of the tartans might fall with 
more of the propriety of mere antiquariahism ; 
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tfiaa on the Tweed. But the Scotch are right 
in not naw-a-days splitting too mudx the sym^ 
bols of their nationality ; as they have ceased to 
be an indepmdeht people, they do /wisely in 
striving to be as much as possible an united 
people. But here^ above all^ whatever w^s tnily 
Scottish could not fail to be truly appropriate 
in the presence of the great genius to whom 
•whatever is Scottish in thought^ in feeling, or in 
retollectibn, owes so large a share of its prolong- 
ed, or reanimated, or ennobled existence. The 
poet of Koderick Dhu, and— under fihroiir^the 
poet of Fergus Mac*Ivor, does well assuredly to 
have a piper among the retainers of his hospi- 
table mansion. You remember, too, how he has 
himself described the feast of the Rhymer ; — 

<< Nor lacked they, as they lat at dine^ 
The Musk, nor the tale, * ' 

Nor gobletp of t]^e blood-red wibep 
Nor mantling ^uaighs of ale.'* 

After the Highlander had played some dozen 
of his tunes, he was summoned, according to 
the andent custom, to receive the thanks of 
the company. He entered mare militari, with- 
out taking off his bonnet, and received a huge 
tass e£ aquavitas from the hand of his master, 
after which he withdrew again — ^the most per- 
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ffect solemnity all the while being displayed in 
bis weather-beaten, but handsome and warlike 
Celtic lineaments. The inspiration of the ge- 
nerous fluid prompted one strain merrier than 
the rest, behind the door of the Hall, and theai 
the piper was silent — his lungs, I dare say, con- 
senting much more than his will, for be has all 
the appearance of being a fine enthusiast in t^ 
delights and dignity of his calling. So much for 
Roderick of Skye, for such I think is his style; 
His performance seemed to diifiise, or ratha- 
to heighten, a charming flow of geniality over 
the whole o£ the party, but nowhere could I 
trace its influence so powerfully and so delight- 
fully as in the Master of the Feast. ^ The music 
of the hills had given a new tone to his fine 
spirits, and the easy play fulness, with which he 
gave vent to their buoyancy, was the most deli- 
cious of contagions. Himself temperate in the 
extreme (some late ill health has made it neces- 
sary he should be so), he sent round his daiiet 
more speedily than even I could have wisb^— 
(you see I am determined to blunt the edge <rf 
all your sarcasms) — and I assure you we were all 
too weU employed to think of measuring our 
bumpers. Do not suppose, however, that there 
is any thing like display or formal leading in Mr 
QxtxjL^'s conversation. On the contrary, every 
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body seemed to speak the more that He vm& 
there to hear — and his presence seemed to be 
enough to make every body speak delightfully 
^-as if it had been that some princely musicnan 
had tuned all the strings, and even under the 
sway of more vulgar fingers, they could hot 
choose but discourse excellent music. His con- 
versation, besides, is for the most part of such a 
kind, that all can take a lively part in it» al- 
though, indeed, none that I ever met with can 
equal himself* It does not appear as if he ever 
could be at a loss for a single mom^it for some 
new supply of that which constitutes its chief 
peculiarity, and its chief charm ; the most keen 
perception, the most tenacious memory, and the 
most brilliant imagination, having been at work 
throughout the whole of his busy life, in filling 
his mind with a store of individual traits and 
anecdotes, serious and comic, individual and na*^ 
tional, such as it is probable no man ever before 
possessed — and such, stUl more certainly, a$ no 
man of great original power ever before posses- 
sed in subservknce to the purposes of inventive 
genius. A youth spent in wandering among 
the hills and valleys of his country, during whidi 
he became intensely familiar with all the lore of 
tlKxse grey-haired shepherds, among whom the 
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tn4itiQii(9r^ Warlike «i^{v«f€iU^ a^^ Pf&?!^ ^mfif 

m^ %bQjrh9pd an4 s^^ a joutb lai4 ^%Vfe 
dation, and estabjt^sjaed t^cife^^rljfs^ \ts^ 

^^liy<)K^t}iie9 <^;a. min^, w^^ih/wjBi^/^tJii^^ in 
9St^'j^rF^,\tq €9r^ upoii |:bk foimd^tion^iSMNi 
jjogiprpF^^ pppfi djie^e sympathies, j», 9. w>9y r(# 
wjlpic^ lii^iyoupg and thirsting spirit .cqufd jb^K^ 
l|i«n conteni^lM:ied|but Htt]e, ThraugHbi^j;99)^ 
bQQ(^.(^4)P^iyean4 bppouredyand now £;>mn^fnf 
j-^rf of ,j^onoMs.€3fCT^iQn, heh^s al^fiys .^iq^d 
III, th^tworlfi, i(nd #modDg the meo^. of jtbe ^^^9^ 
pai|[(a]^iqgrip^ ajU the pkawurej and.dutji?s of<)Sph 
«i#^ ftR.f^jl^.W 9^Y of tljqse whp had }v4^me 
bMt:Sliqb {(Iqasures an4 3ueb duti^ta st^£fBff^^ 
llJiiiti^g, a* n^yer before they :weie,un?ftB4f)(^ 
llfl^f x^ ,an,Mp4e&t^4pUe «t^dp^t .w^1fti9«ftffl5F 
■ «l^irvdf?fa»igable oJ^sery^r-^T^pid. doiftgrv^ ^ 
witbtibe.^fy and eiui^s grac^ ;0^one^:!ff^f^ 
^%ig so, not tp tasJf:, bi^ttp gjratijfyihwipcliq^ljftip 
4uid ills n9$Mr&^]f5 it tp be^ w<)n4^^, t^fft,;!^ 
pchiBS pf his^yvaTu>MS^^^^ ^opld ^^wg^if^ 

a.neyef'faiUng sourceof admi|:a|ij9n even, tol^^^ 
who have known him longest, and who know 
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him best f As for me, enthusiastic as I had al* 
m^' hmt'M W^^«fmi»p W Ms" ^hittsuMMid 
W^ as bitf wdrk^'ltad ^i^ai^ in«' t» M<r hik 
(<«iiV«rktid6>tick' t6 oit^ifo#iDg iti jsISI ik^' 'i\€^ 

w»ent» bf instf uAfoh iw VWll-as ctf amuseniietft-^ 
i-6(ttfete'th6 rtdity eniai^y s6¥iii«sea aU" tttj 
sftHidpaftcttis; ahdl nev^r despised' tft^' MfiakMrt 
:^ <irft»Mrffri sb heartfl jr asfloWl' • '■ ""^< ^ 
'■ t ejin fid>\^*siiy #hall BeBeve Vfer^ lef^ Of^H^ 
JSfi^nds'cAn do, that I have cb^nverdedwlth hlUHn^ 
tol the iflustrious poete crar e6fnteiiipkii^^-^i*^ 
'dfeed, libW Byron is 'the only exceirtioA 't*rft 
^btjttrt to( tn#. Surely T rieied' hot taPydh that 
l"in*t"^di and ^H «iff therti 'With evetj^'dlspd- 
'mdn'io bfe grilSfledi^ah* now «T'darirtot bdt 
•toffe ^at t)leasure &6m fe^rig %fil6"t8f fofik 
-Wei ujKm what I have so'ijedft pW^ffl*geff-=(i) 
Witidii, imd edriipjtflhfe ih ni^ bwW'ttJiMmir 
-alflfeteMf styles o^'coriVersatidhi' -^hfe ^dst^oirf- 
^hat' aM> iAf^^stih^, ^s mi^ht^ hd^ sittp^dji^i L 
Jthfif*ptoJnt^fVlew^;tlffe the'iStmw WftoiS oii^ft^' 
*iii ti€*n%i6^ cbtt^pteubuS' irt othef^Wihg^^ii-Uiis 

■'^mkm'^'K'is,^tmm ^vct^ sMWiHgithin^; hisw 

'itth<^'lh^ cottVfersatrcm^ ea<* of Hiesg men Jhi*- 
^tinfoAiiies^With mH'pctim '-^aft dfliis mlfett, Ss 
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and entire the impression is, which the totality 
of each of them is calculated to leave upon the 
mind of an honoiuing, but not a bigotted obser- 
ver. In listening to Wordsworth, it is impossi- 
ble to forget for a single moment that tibie author 
of " The Excursion*' is before you. Poetry has 
been with him the pure sole business of life— he 
thinks of nothing else, and he speaks of noting 
else— and where is the man who hears him» that 
would for a moment wish it to be otherwise ? 
The deep sonorous voice in which he pours forth 
his soul upon the high secrets of Iris divine art-- 
ai^ those tender glimpses whidi he opens every 
now and then into the bosom of that lowly life, 
whose mysteries have been his perpetual inspi- 
rations — the sincere earnestness with which hjB 
details and expatiates — ^the innocent confidence 
which he feels in the heart that is submitted to his 
working-*-and the unquestioning command with 
which he seeks to fasten to him every soul that 
is capable of understanding his words — all these 
things are as they should be, in one that has li- 
ved the life of a hermit — amusing, and meditating, 
and composing in the seclusion of a lonely cot- 
tage—loving and worshipping theNature of Man, 
but partaking little in the pursuits, and know- 
ihg-littte of the habits, of the Men of the World. 
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There i» a noble simplicity in the warmth with 
whit^h he discourses to all that i^]^ach hkn^ on 
the subject erf which he hims^ knows mofi*, and 
on which he feels roo6t*-and of which he is wise , 
enough to know that every one must be most an- 
xious to hear him sp^ak. His poetry is the poetry 
of external nature and profound feeling, and such 
is the hold whidi these high themes have taken 
of his intellect, that he seldom dreams of d©i 
scending to the tone in which the ordinary con- 
versation of men is pitched. Hour after hour 
his eloquence flows on, by his own simple fire- 
side, or alcmg the breezy slopes of his own moun- 
taitis, in the same lofty striiin as in his loftiest 
poems— 

<* Of Man and Nature, and of human life, 
His haunt and the main region of his song." 

His enthusiasm is that of a seduded artist ; but 
who is he that would not rejoice in being fmr* 
mitted to peep into the sanctity of such a sedu* 
gion — or that, being there, would wish for a mo- 
ment to see the enthusiasm that has sanctifiediik, 
suspen^d or interrupted in its work? The large, 
dim, pensive eye, that dwells almost lor evei» 
upon the ground, and the smile of pihicsd ab- 
straction, that ebthes his long, tremulous, me* 
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btticliofy ^pi, €oin{ilcfte a ^iltuct «ftA€ktari^ 

gttid'iKe dvastf^ oonemAonn tifi'B^^ 
commdii life, my v&id J:0refcto^fiiomet»Iilea*£l^ 
x«|KM^ l» to la fine eahn fltrteb of irerdMe'iii? 
thtt iMisom of some jcbrk'dtid'hosl^^ 
Mmble Ivtes, : where no ^oioe » lietffck.iHi^dnt 
oftlie sweeping i¥ki4 ttnd fir^:>fl^^ntt^^ 
;E«tri6lD SliepfaetdifiiielyieaUs . > ; > i IT 



^' Gr^eat Nature's hunv 



'* •»^' 4rZI^»..i:.^ «...:JJ..^r.^> :■:?:. f«,Ol 



voice o^the ieseri, never aumb. 



^>^'! 'vH^ 



> ( g«tf|^^ agiadn^'U^ the very p6et o^adive iifi|^ 
and that life} in dl its . inuieti^^t lids» ft|r terit 
stretched out before him, bright and expanded* 
as in the ghess of a magidan/ W sub- 

ject be mentioned!, he at once stea[ls a beam from 
hiltiairror^iaml scatters, suoh ^ floodof iUuitra^ 
tbii u|«^nit, tfafttyou&dj as;4f it liadt:4d^ 
besQ iBcmtbd. iii palpaUe nightrbefot^ < Eveifr 
raiiMeU^KgAsns, as it {tssses^^&om^Mi Ups^rth^ yimi 
iameni0£ a nbAhh &cfc, ttid evi$ry ;imddeiit?flaslies 
liqpcia yxMtr imagiiiation, as^if yoits^di^ e^rb^ 
some new gift of natui^imd aequiMd tibef pernor 
of seeing the past as vividly as the priesmtiv- Xo 
talk of exhausting hif| Ugfat of grafhaurie to one 
that witnessed its playofradiwaee^. would sound 
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asriiabfifeiBd'^iB to: talk ct di*yi|ig ilp the Nitei It 
st^eiufctt alft:€^^wpiQ9i8fy;:idike:^ 
tiiii^ fikattedigbt^of Jiffiurra^ Win^h ¥ihifie^ 
iqpbn tihe ier&aaid/ttfioA^.ihe good.?:' O^iejre^ 
anid "die v^6e]^ ai^ ^ke «r0fd6^'^nd the^^^tmm, 
sa^nni iEllk'^alik6:itod)diheJxddy^f^ ki^ 

tiw p^te fetrfv fome-A^ tirot liKKVtt 

krdai8tifaigpiiie£t^Ai^ ^nergi«^t%Hit ivitbii^ 
Thete is no efibrtkmdiBcihUEi^ elibst^liit 
everything tomes oUt £is is commanded — swift, 
eleur, and taiSian^ tlirdugli tlie i|ppartial medium. 
The heroes of the old times spring from their 
gttVeiff iarpimofify^'anil f^dsihb^i^ i^ ^ne 
through ihd helmdt ^barred^^'befiIre ««i ; 'oi* t 

As lops the woodmdn's knife the sprjiy*'— 

-ii2Bttti-they are^ horiou^ed, tiot ]^iiirilaged»-^ 
htsmslileilt fetaiii^]% qbie the dui^t as Itilt ^^lifti^as 
ttwy lo--^dy^ thaar ^dogs^ to horbes ai^'parta- 
keif iri^tbe regtirnaetiotti like thos^^of^tb^ ifea- 
torile wliir^&^in the Vafccftlao^ Odin? iti&no 
isiiktt^ trhert 'j^mod of hii$ country's stcsy paaws 
ifi^t^vitW. Dfiio^pi^^Bougkl^^their If^ingiy^^oe, 



eye' was set 



Srome 6|»aK^ <3f the Plafitftgen^ti** 
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James — Mary — Angus — Montrose — Argyle — 
Dundee — these are all alike, not names, but rea- 
lities — living, moving, breathing, feelings q>eak- 
ing, looking realities — when he speaks of them. 
The grave loses half its potency when he oills. 
His own imagination is one majestic sepulchre, 
where the wizard lamp bums in never-dyipg 
splendour, and the charmed blood glows for ever 
in the cheeks of the embalmed, and every long- 
sheathed sword is ready to leap from its scdbbard, 
like the Tizona of the Cid in the vmM of Car- 
dena. 

Of all this more axioa, 

P. Id, 
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LETTER Lll. 



TO THE SAME. 



Next morning I got up pretty early, and 
walked for at least two hours before breakfast 
through the extensive young woods with whidi 
Mr S^^^ has already clothed the banks of the 
Tweed, in every direction about his mansion. 
Nothing can be more soft and beautiful than tiie 
whole of the surrounding scenery— there is scarce- 
ly a single house to be seen, and excepting on 
the rich low lands, close by the river, the coun- 
try seems to be almost entirely in the hands of 
the shepherds. The green hills, however, all 
around the horizon, begin to be skirted with 
sweeping plantations of larch, pine, and oak ; and 
the shelter which these will soon afford, must no 
doubt ere long give a more agricultural aspect 
to the face of Tweeddale. To say the truth, I do 
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not think with much pleasure of the prospect of 
any^Mdi ^*ange8-^I%tekii sete^trkcfii 0^^^ 
tn^, as %^eU as racfes rf^to^,^l*Siii»¥ih^'te*fcWteB 
afr possible of their old t*tt«etiri^sr;' ^hi^te 
haven at pt^dentove)? th^ m^^ttMP^tMs^lm 
It cettain'delicfotis atmosphere of pait<Ai3a!^!loii4ff. 
nesd/aoid I think there would be som^iiyg^Vft^ 
saerilege in disturbing it, even ty ihtn^^^tet 
elsewhere would cbnffer interest ais wcSl'a«^8liS?- 
iheht '..-n?:d' 

' After a breakikit d fej^rcA^ife, feerVefl tig% 
the true style of old Scottish luxury,^ WhfeK k 
certain celebrated Ndvelist seems to tike ^^fa[R 
ifcukr pleasure in describings— ia breakfast/ riatM^ 
ly, iri wUidh *itea, coifee, cbocotete, toaisi:; d:^ 
sviri^m^ats/ officiated as little better than'(f)rfta^ 
m^tid^otit^S^rks to more solid and Itrfpic^l; 
fertlfifea^toft* bf iimtton-liatn, hung-ti^ef, ^11 
salmon killed drer^night in th€l siamiS spe^i'^ifnd 
tordi^f^ taethod; of which Dandle Diric/ibnt 
WasisOf accdtnplfshed a mjtsfer— dfti^rdcifti^^^^ 
mannei- ^f justice to thi^ interesting tiiyaJ,'l ^ttt 
ati^ hour with Mi-&&2^irt his library; W*attief 
iti Ms dbfeet ; ft*, though Its ValW a&-* t[iifteMtj81 
vefed with' bbbks, I'belTev« thte kvixiot^'^MilkU 
im« bf hi!s'4ifei^ 14 Irt'Ed^tir^.- eW^ iiid 
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^hp. ,p%s^^ft^t% IftY^; l^inofc, by. Bq atlm n&ma 

f^a^.I coul4fsee^ inj^er^ ju9t wbii^ I sbould |iay« 
.Q^|i^t|?d, to, .&idi Mv. .^^f'^: ckavr round .liMa^jm 
his retirement — not the new and flashy pro^iji/(^ 
t^^ac^ tb^dayrbut^TR^d plain gopi^ DfjtlRerpld 
JE^gjybsb Classics — aboye aU^ the iistpris^ af^ 
ppfiti?— together with a copipup Jfliterii3d?tbuire,4rf 
bjl^j:^4?tt^r i;omances^ and Sp^pish balla^^ pf 
f^yaby, and s^v^r^l she^v^ eiftirej5?;^lji/5drivit|| 
the.b^t collection I have ever aw?i 9^,(^^fi)^^^ 
F^ifS^w^rchen ai^d Vd^Ueder. 4J^Q|jg:,tJ^p, 
pp doubt> his mind Jbas fbwd, ^!t Wf;^^v^^^ 
^^lpyment,andde%btfuli^i«at^^ ,,,..,,, 
ir.j>^e,^hen mwnted^oiMr horsey a ^^npqx)}^^ 
fi^vajf;?4e, apd rode. Xo pne pf .th^, ji;bfPP„su?pn[)j,^ 
9J^,f^P]^dpn IliB^ whid^ rises oi^t pf jtbp plaiw. 
^^^jt^e.Avay.bpb^nd 4,^^*^^»d,^^^ fcffms, iu;^ 
ifl9^^?f«ry m^% pf yieir* ^ gjpripffs hfipjj^^pvmd 
tp,^ ^qwgrs and rising, wppd?. . W^ P^«<^ ^?^ 
^^IfiOTg jVtr^Sr^^Ii t^rr^toi^,^^e?p 4iV«^t. 
quite covered with all maimer of wild bushes» 
through which a little streamlet far below could. 
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for the most part, be rather heard than seen. 
Mr S-^2ii^ paused at the rustic bridge which led 
Us over this ravine, and told me, that I was 
tt*eading on classical ground — that here was the 
Hunthf BurUy by whose side Thomas the Rhy- 
mer of old saw the Queen of Faery riding in her 
glory, and called to this hour by the shepherds, 
from that very circumstance, the Bogle or Ooft- 
lin Burn. He then went on to repeat the fine 
words of the original Prophesia ThxymtB de JEr- 
ctldoune. 

''In a land as I was lent^ 

In the gryking of the day, 

Ay alone as I went 

In Huntlj bankys me foi: tp play : 

I saw the throstyl and the jay^ 

The mavis moved of her sange, 

The wodwale sang notes gay. 

That all the wood about rangie : 

In that longing as I lay 

Underneath a derne tree, 

I was aware of a ladye fair 

Cam riding over a fair lee— *- 

Her palfray was dappil graye, 

Such one saw never none, 

As the sun in somer's day, 

All about that ladye shone," &c. &c. 

I could not but express my delight to find, 
that the scene of so many romantic recoUedtions 
was included within the domains of the great 
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inheritor of the glories of " True Thomas," and 
promised to myself to pay a more leisurely visit 
to Huntly Bank and the Goblin Burn. From 
this we passed right up the hill, the ponies here 
being as perfectly independent as our own of 
turnpike ways, and as scornful of perpendicular 
ascents^ I was not a little surprised, howevfei', 
with Mr S^sc^-'s horsemanship — ^for, in spite of 
the lameness in one of his legs, he manages his 
steed with the most complete mastery, and seems 
to be as much at home in the saddle, as any of 
his own rough-riding Deloraines or Lochinvars 
could have been. He is, indeed, a very strong 
man in all the rest of his frame — the breadth 
and massiness of his iron muscles being evident- 
ly cast in the same mould with those of the old 
« Wats of Harden," and " Bauld Rutherfuirds 
that were fow stout." We took several ditches 
that would have astonished nine-tenths of the 
Epsom racers, and he was always foremost at 
the leap. AH around the top of the hill, there 
may be seen the remains of Roman walls and 
ditches, whidi seem to have been brought Vferj^ 
low down in one direction, in order to inclosef 
a fine well— and, indeed, the very peculiar 
outline of the Eildon leaves no doubt, that it 
was the Trimontivm of antiquity. The transi- 

6 
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tat^MAU^i^ a few ^R«>ma3i legioiiV hoitevtbi 
dfat ndt seem to me to conftar much adctitSoiial 
interest on this notde mountain^ from iH^hose 
summits the scenes of so many Scottish and 
English battles may be seen. The name of every 
hIB and ^very valley all around is poetical, and 
I felt, as I heard them pointed out €me by one, 
as if so many old friends had been introduced to 
my acquaintance after a long absence, in whidi 
I had thought of them all a thousand times. To 
the left, at the foot of the hill, lies the pic- 
turesque village of Melrose, with the Abbots- 
l«aw, or Court-Mount, swelling close behind, and 
between it and the Tweed, the long grey arches 
of the magnificent Abbey itself. The river 
winds away for some miles among a rich succes- 
sion of woods and lawns, at the end of which 
the fratanal towers of Dryburgh lift themselves 
from among their groves of elm. 



■ ■ '' Dryborough, where with Ghiming Tweed 

The lintwhites sing in chorus." 

The back-ground on this side consists, among 
other fine hills, of the Colding Knowes, so cele- 
brated in Border song«r-on the other side, there 
is Ruberslaw, and the Cartw, and Dunyon ; and 
farther off, the Cheviots-~and all between the 
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ijiiy, ejre^ Mr .3*^2^ oUta imi^ fQU^yft 

t(iw^9 p^Ksbed ii|^ 90mQ.irreguliirfC]||gs»:a^ 
^^^ian^e of $9m<p, few wUes^-^^SinayUKdin Xo^w, : 
rrrtlie 6Qen? of the Eve of.^t Jolm, jmdr wlwfc V^ 
still b^tt^, tji« sfien^of the^earjly yo\itb ictf :thf i 
IV?pt himself. . It wa3.hpre». h^ toW w, thatrjnT 
ysfix^ of fe^bleaess^ which iiffoided .little ^bojpe of 
th^ vigoroius manhood which has foUowed tll^ilVi 
hei was entrusted to the care, of some fuaql^iftp 
feii]^ale relations, who, in watchii^ by^hb sidet 
W^fe never wearer of chaunting, to the sad music v 
of the Border, the scattered reMcs of that Min^ 
strelsy of Love and War, whidi he himself has.; 
since gathered ,an4 preserved with so pious vee^ 
neration. The situation of the Tower ^u^^, 
charming, r I remember of i^o poet ^v^ho^e in-, 
fancy^ was passed in so poetical a sqe^ie. . 'B^j^ h?., 
has touched all this n^ost ^acefiillyj himsplf : , ;^ 

*' He passed the court-gate^ and be oped the fower-grate. 

And he f&ounted'the narrow stair. 
To the bartizan seat^'whercf with maids tbat oa her wait. 

He found his Lady fair, 

/'T>atL^d^s%t,»npi^*r^(ii\i»o^i.. ;,, ,,.,. , ♦ .^ 
tjooked over hilt and vahf 
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tatv&ng again to the left, Mt J&^iE^ poit^M 
out to me m opeirting in tbe hiUs, wfa^e the UedA^ 
er comen down to mingle Widl the Tweed-i- 
by whose side the remaitis rf the Rhymer's old 
easile are yet^ I believe, to be seen ; aHhottj^, in 
ecmfbttnity with oiie of the Rhymer's own pto- 
^e(Aes, the hall is deseirted, atid the land has 
passed to other bk>od> 'The whole scene tam 
}a(&m embraced by Mr S^^^^^i^ himself, in the 
dpeiung of one of his finei^t ballads i*^ 

** When seven yeara more were come and gone. 

Was war through Scotland spread ; 
Ahd ttuberslaw shewed high Diinyon 

His beacon blazing red. 

" Thto all by bonny Colding l^no#> 

Pitched pdlions took thdr room ; 
And crested helms and spears a-rowe, 

Gldhced gaily through the brdom. ' 

" The Leader, rolling ta the Tweed, 

Resounds the enzenzie ; 
They roused the deer from Caddenhead, 

To distant Tdr#dodliee^ 

^' Hie ftMsi wasjqpread in Ereildoone^ 
In Learmont's high and anbieht bail ( . 

And there were knights of high renowQf 
And ladies laced in pail^*^ ^tti Ac. 



• '' The hare sail kittle oamy hidBirtb4taiie^ 
And there nerer sail be Laird Leannont again/* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



MB Hr^e — • S2» 

But if I were to quote all the poetry connected 
with the scenes among which I now stood — in 
truth, my letter might easily become a volume. 
After we had fairly descended the hill, we 
found that much more time had passed than we 
had thought of^^nd with me% indeed, I know 
not that time ever passed more delightfully — so 
we made haste and returned at a high trot — ^the 
chiding echoes of the dinner-bell coming to us 
long ere we reached A>**fc^,— 

'' Swioging slow with sullen roar." 

The evening passed ^ charmingly as the preee*« 
ding. The younger part of the company danced 
ireels to the music of the bag-pipe, and I believe 
I would have been tempted to J(hq them, but 
fi>r some little twitdies I had in my left fipot; 
Indeed, I still fear the good cheer of the Nortlir 
is about to. be paid for in the usual way ; but 
Heaven send the reckoning may not be a iQng 
one. At all events, I am glad th^ fit did nqt 
overtake me in the country, for I should l^rve 
been sony to give my cprnpapy to flBytipdyi but' 
Mr Qmwi dimng tbj^ visitftjioBt . ,;. . r. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



924 



. '■. - .. :^ / . 


- ii-^..o-. 




.J .:iiu>v 




.i '.K^it 


t ■ ■ ■ 




LKTTER LIll 




to THE SAMlf. 





Another morning was devoted to visiting^ 
under the same best of ill Cicerones, the two fa- 
mous ruins of Melrose and Bryburgh, which I 
had seen fbom a distance^ when oh the top oftl^i^ 
Eildon, The Abbey of Melfose has beeii so dt 
ten lUhe subject of the pencil of exquisite aklst^ 
—and of late, above all, so much justice Mai 
been rfone to its beauties by Mr Bldre; tbat^t 
need not trouble you with any descnptioii of its 
general effect. The glorious Oriel Window, oA 
whidi the moon is made to stream in th^ !L6y 
of liie Last Minstrel, is almost as familiar to ydii 
is if yourself had seen it — and so, iftdeedi miist 
be the whole of the most striking outlines df 
thja venerable pile. Butthere is one thiilg about 
it ojf which you can have no idea--at least/ 1 baa 
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nmie till I came to the spot — I mean the unri-; 
vailed richness and minuteness of all the decora- 
tions. Everywhere, without and within, the 
doors and windows. are surrounded with speci- 
mens of sculpture, at once so delicately ooncei-: 
ved, and so heautifuDy executed, that it would, 
be quite ridiculous io comparfe them with any 
thing I ever saw, even in the most magnificent 
remains of Gothic ardiitecture in England or 
Normandy. There is one cloister, in particular, 
along the whole length of which there runs a 
eornice of flowers and plants^ entirely unrivalled, 
to my mind, by any thing elsewhere extant— I 
do not say in Gothic architecture merely, but in 
any architecture whatever. Roses, and lilies^ 
and thistles, and ferns, and heaths, in all their ya^ 
rieties, and oa]k4eaves and ash-leaves/ and a 
fhousand beautiful shapes besidei;, are chiselled 
with such inimitable truth, and such grace of 
nature, that the finest botanist in the world 
could not desire a better hortus siccus, so far Ai 
they go. The wildest productions of the forest, 
and the most delicate ones of the garden, are re- 
-presented with equal fidelity and equal taste— 
and they are all arranged and combined in such 
fjL way, that it is evident they were placed there 
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xmA&t tile eye df some most skSful admirer of 
all the beauties of eiittenial Nature. Naj^ there 
is a human hand in another port, holding a gar- 
land loosely in the fingers, which, were it cut off, 
and placed among the Elgin Marbles, would, I 
am quite sure, be kissed by the cognoscenti 
as one of the ftnest of them all. Nothing 
can be more simply— ^hore genuinely easy^^ 
more AiU of e?cpression. It would shame the 
whole gallery of the B<nsser^s. And yet all 
this was the work of an age, which the long- 
headed Presl^terians round about are pleased to 
talk of in a t<»e of contempt, scarcely conopati^ 
ble even with pity. Alas ! how easy it is to be 
satisfied with ourselves, when there is no csq^ 
city to understand the works of others. 

Th^ ruin has been sadly disfigured in foriner 
times, by the patch* work repairs of some disci* 
pies of the Covenant, who fitted up part of the 
nave for a place of worship, long after the archcJs 
that supported the original roof had given Way 
in that quarter. Such was the perfection of their 
barbarity^ that they sprung pew arches in the 
inidst of this exquisite church, ^it^rely devoid, 
not only of correspondence with that whidi 
tjbejir werp pieant to repair, but pf copfpnnity 
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rude clumsy circles, ^^fffun^ with thek isacrir 
legious intrusicMi^ one of the Qappt airy canopies 
of stone that w$^ ever hui4g on high by the 
hand of human skiUr-mepiorable trophiies of the 
triumph of sdf-complacent ignorance. Surely 
it was beneath the shadow of soine such outrage 
as this, thf^t the bones q£ ,John JSj^q^ would 
have found their niost grateful reposie ! But the 
Presbyterians have now removed from the pre- 
cincts of the old sanctuary ,; apd the miserable 
lijttle kirk they have erected at the distance of a 
few fields, (does not 4is1iurb the impression of its 
awful rb^uty* Tl^ Abbey itself stands on the 
ground of the Duke of Buccleuch, who has en- 
closed it caisefully, so that what yet remain^ is 
li^^ely to rcimain long as beautiful as it }s. 

It must have been, in its perfect days, a build- 
ing of prodigious eXrtent*^for even ^ .churc);i 
(of whi<^ only a part is standing) stretches over 
jt larger space than that of Tint^rn-T^and there 
is no question, the ^ccoqiiQpdatiQn^ qf the Icffdly 
Abbot and his brethren must have been in a sviitr 
jable style of magnificence^ All about the wa]!^ 
and outskiirts of thp jplaqe^ may yet be »een scat- 
tered knots pf garden-flowers, springing up 
among the tall grassr-and the ol4 apple-treesi 
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that, cluster the vilk^e around^ mise^jacffi^l^^ik^ 
relics of monastic cultivation- The Icogirfliitr 
burial-ground to the east and south, redeivetftbe 
shadows of the sha:ttered pillars ^amd tEopfAea^iiui^: 
quietly as it did when all their b^^xity. wM^caoH 
tire— it is the only accompaniment of the ,saen^' ^ 
which remains in use and appearance such asilf/ 
ever was. Within, too, the and^nt families 4^ % 
the Forest still preserve the same restigtigrpkoeSft 
to which the piety of tiieir fore-fathers establial^ 
ed their right. Kers, Scotts, Pringles, Ell|ots^-tf^ . 
they all sleep here each in ikeiv pwn antique 
aisle — the same venerable escutdieon carved or » 
molten alitpve the dust of every succeed!^ igs*i^ 
neration. - 'i;' 

Af)er I ))adseen as mjocb of this gtwd Abb^ . 
as one yisit would admit. of, we iOouBtedl oliir.V. 
hordes; again^ and ilOfde to Drybur^, (a distenae^ ^ 
of fctur or^^ye.xpjile? !?plyt) all Ite. way keeping 
dqse t^i the windingp^^of the TW0ed« Thisofe/ 
ficc; standi op a peninsidai the rivek^ uldkingter 
circuit almost quite round its precincts, and be*- 
hind its towers the whole slope of the hi& is co- 
vered with oaks, pines, and elms, that shed ft ao^ - 
lenm gloom upon the ruiiw^-quite different ftooi. 
the soft, undisturbed, unshaded lovf^ine^ pf MeV^ • 
ros9v We p^ed thp river by i^ewei of a bridge-^ 
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ehilti*A^tk;ve]^ elegant in Stgelf^ Idare say; but 
nlA^qtdC&'inliste so iifear such a scene as Diy- 
bfii^h.-^Th* bi^dge is oiie of the inany devices: . 

of^he E^ ^ B«^«5 ^b is ptoprietdr of the TV ^^'^^ 
gr0CkiM/and {hdfeed has his seat db^e to tW Ab* 
bcy^wftUs^ A huge colossal statue of Sir William 
Wklllloe, executed in staring fed free- stone, is an- 
otihet^bisdeTices. This monument of the Earl's . 
patapi)9tism is petdied verj' magnificently on the 
brink of a rock aboVe the rirer— ^and must un- 
de^bt^ly appear a very gfand and appropriate 
thing In the e^es of Cockney visitants ; but my 
admimtion, small as it ctfghially was; suffered 
mui^ lltttbei*dimiiiutk)n, when I"was infoi'med 
that the base of the statue is made to serve air a 
pot-house, : wiler^fe a rhyming c6liler; dne otiik^ 
nd:^ lixird*^ many^prbtegtesV vends od^i^; elegieis, 
anfll srhisky^ for Mi oif^ behoof, ai^d tSie f&w re-'' 
m9iniii^«)piesofthat'cfaan^ ^'tlie ' 

Antey micHis moA: Fugitive Tleces of th^ Ri^t 
Honourable the Earl of Buchwi," for behoof of ' 
hispatmn. • ^ 

The ruins are in themselves very superb-^al- 
thottgh Hot to be compared in any resfptect with 
those I bad Jiist been seeing ; and' the Earl is 
wirtuDis<^ elaongh to keep them in the main iii ex- 
celteftt Order, Btrf-f ccmfess, flie t^^y in wliicfi' ' 
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he has ornamented certain parts of them, was 
enough to weaken not a little tb^ seFions im- 
pression which the general view of tiie whcAe 
produced upon my mind. In the midst of one 
of the desolate courts of the Ahbef, he has con- 
structed a spruce little flower-gardens wkh trim 
gravel-walks and box-wood edgings ; — a few 
jargonelle pear-trees display their well-clippai 
hnmehes, nailed in regular lines upon the moulds 
ering waUs igx>undt and in ike midst of them a 
UM sigBrpost li&s its .faead» and {whetherat HcH 
or not I cmQot say^) :pmi(daimf to attfi^(HA it 
may ^ncaD, the presence of a less kiyitwg .w^ 
r-^ Manirapsimd oprk^g^^yM-mt in these pre* 
mmsr AlargebustispliM5Qdatoneexjtxemil?jr 
of this cultivated spot» which, st first, I took it 
fw granted, must he Faunus^ or Pomona, « 
Priapus, at the least ; hut, on drawing near, I 
reoogxttzed at once the fine features <^ the nohk 
proprietor himself, hewn by some village Phi- 
dias, with a measure of resemUanoe alike hono- 
rable to the charms of the subject, and the 
skill of the artist. A long inscription around 
the pedestal of the bust, infcnrms us in plain La- 
tiui (but I have fwgot the precise words,) that 
^^Tke great Atdkor ^ Of^r hwsig eewie nom md 
iken bright spirits am(mg mankind, to prnfUcftte 
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Ms men p(mer, €md the ^Ugmty f^mr nature from 
the ^c&ffs of the impioM.*' I wish I had taken a 
vtiemcMndimk of the ipsissima verba. Aftarwan* 
deling through dl the labyrinth of towero and 
contts, the attendant conducted us mto an im-* 
mense vault, which has been set apart in ibe 
true Dilettanti taste, for the reception of plaster- 
of-Paris casts of some ofliers of these bright epi- 
rite. The sober religious light of the place did 
not at first enalde me to recognize what bufta 
they were, but a sudden -gleam ci stfnshin^ 
whidi occurred very fortunately, soon discover* 
^ to me another edition of the same features 
whid I had just been admiring tub dio. Lord 
B occupies the central niche in this 

*' temple, where the great 

Are honoured by the nations." 

On his right hand he has Homer, and on his left 
Mr Watt of Birmingham, the inventor of the 
igteam engine. Mseonides again is supported by 
General Washington, and Mr Watt by Sir Phi- 
lip Sidney. Shakespeare— Count Rumford— Dr 
Matthew Baillie — ^Charles James Fox — Socrateb 
^ — Cicero— «nd Provost Creech of EcBnbutgh^-^ 
follow on the left ; while on tiie right, the seri&i 
jSeroum is continued with equal propriety by 
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the Author qf the ,SiBaj{OMr-Ix)rd, Nt^jj^n-^ J^ 
UufiCaesar-^Benjainin Franldi^i-^Mozart--jrphij 
Knox — Micbad^ Aiigelo*^Ai:i8tQtl^9 — and a i:u9r: 
fill caricature of the Ettrick Sheph^— befi^duigp 
abundant marks of the agony with which thaj 
excellent but unsophisticated p^son 9iu&t» no 
doubt, have submitted to the clammy applioir 
tion of the Savoyard cast-maker. There are some 
dozens more of worthies dead and living, who 
partake in the s^ne honours ; and altogether the ' 
effect of the chalky congregation is as unpressive 
a- thing as need be. 

In riding back, I received from Mr S ^ » a 
good deal of interesting antiquarian information 
concerning thej$e gi^t religious establishments, 
of which there is such an uncommon quantity 
in this district of Scotland-^for these two I have 
spoken of are only the last links of a complete 
diain of similar buildings, which stretches all 
along the banks of the Tweed from the border 
of England. That these rich ecclesiastical; foun* 
4ations were, in their origin, the pure products 
<rf i»ety, I have little doubt ; but I as little ques- 
tion, that, in after times, they were found to be 
eminently useful in a more worldly point of 
^iew, and therrfore protected and enriched by 
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the' riitirilftcence of many succeiwlve'inoiiArcBs', 
iii yrhose chaj^act^r piety formed biit a sfeildef 
ingifedient. The sanctity of the soil, set ajjart 
ibr the suppbf t of theMlnistefs of Religion, IvttSr 
r^Ver^ced by the rudest foes that leame to s^dt 
spoil in Scotland, and it is easy to see what v^ 
dbm there was in investing as large a portion as* 
possible of the frontier soil with this protecting 
character. The internal state of the comitry, 
inoreover, during those lawless times of baronial 
feuds, may have rendered the kings of Scotfeftd 
fond of conferring as many of their richest fieft 
as they could with safety on the less turbulent 
chiurchmen — a body, on Whos^ general atfcadii 
ment to the cause of loyalty and order, they 
might always think themselves entitled to de- 
pend. As it was, I have no doubt the cultiva^ 
tion of the country throve much more unifcirtril^ 
under the superintendence of* the monk^ and dl>^ 
bots of Kelso, Jedburgh, Dry burgh, and -Mfefc 
rose, than it would have done in any other handik 
which the times could furnish — and you know 
these holy men were commonly bound by their 
tenures to supply the king's banner, either in oft 
fensive or defensive warfare, with the fiiH pn*. 
portion of soldiers which the vdue of thdr^liUifK 
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might fieem to render fitting.* The rich abbep 
of Northumberland, probably, owed their wealth 
to similar views of policy — and, perhaps, those 
on the Wye, and elsewhere alcmg the march of 
our own principality, may be aocounted for iix 
the same way. 



* Dnrfaam was an exception to this rule. Mr Surtees men- 
tions, that on one oecasioai, when the tenants of tlie bishop^ 
rick were called upon to contr9>ate their assistance to a royi^l 
host advancing upon Scotland, they refused, saying, << We 
are kafy-werke folk, and most stay here where we hold our 
fanda bj the tenure of guarding the body of our Bishop Si 
CuftUert.** This plea waa admitted. 
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LETTER LIV. 



TO THE SAM£« 



After various attempts^ I have at last suc- 
ceeded in making what I am inclined to think 
a very fiiir sketch of the head of Mr W-^^ 
S^ ^' . I send you aoopy of it in pen and ink; 
on the other side of my sheet, and would hqpe 
you may consider it worthy of a double postage. 
I have made various drawings of him, both in 
niore solemn and more ladieroua raoodfl; but I 
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think the expression of this comes nearest to the 
halntual character of his face. Study it well to/r 
a few minutes, and then listen to a few of my 
remarks on the organization of this remarkable 
man. 

In the gener^ form, so very high and conical, 
and, above all, in the manner in which the fore- 
head goes into the top of the head, there is some- 
thing which at once tells you that here is the 
lofty enthusiasm, and passionate veneration for 
greatness, which must enter into the composition 
of every illustrious poet. In these respects, S ^ * 
bears some resemblance to the busts of Shake- 
speare — but a mudi more close resemblance to 
those of the great Comeille ; and surely ComeiUe 
was one of the most favoured of all poets, in re^ 
gard to all that constitutes the true poetic soar- 
ing of conception. No minor poet ever ap- 
proaches to this conformation ; it is rese^ed for 
*^ Earth's giant sons'* alone. It is lower down, 
however, that the most peculiar parts of the or- 
gaftt2iation:ai«e to be found— or rather thosepazis, 
th^ ]^osition of ^hieh close beneath these sym- 
boli >ef hi^ pbeticd impetus, gives to the whole 
bead' its peculiar ^nd duu*acteristic ea^ression. 
The dcrvelofienieiit'df the morgan of; imitatbaia 
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Xa:^igiQ]iih».:^dtt]||i^ cc«it%ii9us c»^;^ pi plea- 
spoiry is tscaiqely less^renpfarkaUe. This again 
loads i^fftke swc^iato that of imagination^ on 
idaich the up'per region rests, as on a firm and ca- 
padous basisi I do not think the head is so long 
&om stem to stem as Lord Byron's, which pro- 
bably indicates some inferiority in point of pro- 
found feelings Like Lord Byron's, however, the 
bead is in general well brought out in every quar- 
ter, and there is a freedom in the air with which 
it sits upon his shoulders, which shews that 
Nature is strong in all the different regions— 
c»r, in other words, that a natural balance subsists 
among the various parts of his organization* I 
have noticed, on the other handi that pec^le 
whose strength lies chiefly in one direction^ 
have, for the most part, a stiff and constrained 
way of holding their heads. Wordsworth, for 
instance, has the back part of his head— the seat 
of the personal feelings — ^small and little expand- 
ed, and the consequence is, that there is nothing 
to weigh against the prodigious mass of mere 
musing in front— so that his head falls forward 
in any thing but a graceful way ; while, on the 
other hand, the deficiency of grave enthusiasm 
allows the self-love in the hinder parts of Mr 
VOL. II. y 
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JeffieyV head, to push hrWuci his chin in a 
style that prodiices a pm^ sort of efiEect Tcon 
Moore has no want of entfausism, but it is not 
quite placed as it should he*— or» at lieast^ with 
him also the sinciput predominates in mi irreskt- 
ihle ^gree. Now Scott and Byron axe di^iflk 
guished fix>m all these by a fine seeure swing 
of the heady as if they were {neptfed at all 
points. Lord Byron's bead, however^ is» I thinks 
atitt more compkte all throng^umt^ than that 
of Mr Seott. The forehead is defective in 
much that Scott's possesses, but it is vay fine 
upwardsr and the top of the head is wonder- 
fiilly capacious. The back part, in both of their 
heads, is manly and gallant « looking. Had 
they not been lame, (by the way, what a sin- 
gular eoincidaice that is !) I have no doubt 
tbit they would both have been soldiers — and 
the world would have wanted Marmion and the 
Corsair. Lord Byron's head is, without doubts 
the finest in our time — I think it is better, on 
ibe whole, than either Napoleon's, or €rdethe's> 
or Canova's, or Wordsworth's. The chin, lips^ 
and neck are beautiful — ^in the most noble style 
of antique beauty, — and the nose is not unwor- 
thy (^keeping them in company— and yet that 
of Wordsworth is more perpendicular, and be- 
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Idngs still mc>re strictly to die same dass which 
the ancients, having exaggerated it into the ideal 
— attributed to Jupiter. It is better shaped in 
the ridge, than any nose of modem times I have 
seen ; it comes down so straight from the fore- 
head, that the eyes are thrown quite back into the 
head, as in the loftiest antique. Coleridge has 
a( grand head, but very ill balanced, and the fea« 
tures of the &u^e are coarse — although, to be sure, 
riothing can surpass the depth of meaning in Ihs 
eyeS; and the unutterable dreamy luxury in his 
lips. Thomas Campbell again, has a poor skuU 
upwards, compared with what one might have 
looked ^r in him ; but the lower part of the 
ferekead is exquisite, and the features are ex- 
tremely good, though tiny. They seem to me 
to be indidative of a mbostmorbid degree of sen-* 
inbility-^the lips, in particular, are uncommonly 
delicate, and the eyes are wonderfully expiesstve 
of poetical habits of feeling. His brow speaks 
him to be bom with a turn of composition truly 
lyrical, and perhaps he should not have cared to 
tarn at other things. An unoommcm perception 
of sweetness and refinement sits upon the whcde 
of his physiognomy, but his face like bis mind 
seems also to gbw ever and anon with the great- 
^fires of patriotism, and public glory. He shpuJd 
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have been a patriotic lyricial poet, and his kya 
Would Act have failed to be sung» 

*' Mid the festal city's blaife; 
When the wine^cup shines in light/^ 

Indeed, why do I say he should have been ? he 
has been, and Heherilinden^ and Ye Mariners a^^ 
England^ and the Battle of the Bc^tic, will never 
be forgotten as long as the British Jack is hoists 
ed by the hands of freemen, I have already, 
said something about the head of th6 a:uthoF of 
the Isle of Palms — and that of the Ettrick Shep- 
herd. They are both fine in their several ways. 
That of Wilson is full of the marks of genuine 
enthusiasm, and lower down of intense percep- 
tion, and love of localities — whidi last feature, 
by the way^ may perhaps account far his wild 
delight in rambUng. I have heard that in his 
early youth, he proposed to go out, to Africa, in 
quest of the Joliba, and was dissuaded only by» 
the representations made to him on the subject 
^ his remarkably fair and florid complexion-— 
but I believe he has since walked over every 
hill and valley in the three kingdomS'-^having- 
angling and versifying, no dpubt, for his usual 
occupationsi, but finding room every now and 
then, by way of interlude, for astonishing the 
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Sboxs and w^es all over tfhese islands^ hy his 
miraculous feats in leaping, wrestling, and sin- 
gle-stick. As for the Ettrick Shepherd, I am 
told that when Spurzheim was here, he never 
had his paws off him — and some cranioscopical 
young ladies of Edinburgh are said still to prac- 
tise in the same way upon the good-humour- 
ed owner of so many fine bumps. I hear Ma- 
thews has borrowed for his " At Home/' a say- 
ing which originally belongs to the Ettrick 
Shepherd. When Dr Spurzheim, (or as the 
Northern Reviewers very improperly christened 
him in the routs of Edinburgh, Dowterswivel,) 
— ^when the Doctor first began to feel out the 
marks of genius m the cranium of the pastoral 
ipoet, it was with some little difficulty that Mr 
Hogg could be made to understand the drift 
of his curiosity. Afl:er hearing the Doctor's 
own story — ^ My dear fellow,** quoth the Shep- 
herd^ ^^ if a few knots and swells make a skull 
of genius^ I've seen mony a sail chield get a 
swapping organization in fi,ve minutes at Se^ 
kirk tryst," 

Since I have found my way once more into 
the sul]9ect of Craniology, I may as well tell you 
that I totally disagree with you, in regard to 
your remarks upon my nc^tion of t^e Fanies^ 
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Hercules. I do not think your eye has been 
«icffideiitly trained in the inspection of living 
skiills ; you must not v>entcure as yet upon the 
antique^ in whidi th^e is always some allowance 
to be made for the prc^r and necessary exag- 
gmation of artists^ that knew wdl enough what 
was lights but knew also that things should be 
bmadly.tQld, whk& are meant for the distant 
eye» The Hieseus is anoth^ statue of a hero of 
somewhat the same kind, and^ on lookiog into 
these things more leisurely, I am inclined to 
think you will find in it also confirmation of all 
that I s^kl^ In this town, there is ^t the Draw* 
ing Acftdemy^ a cast of <^is El^ Marble, whicl^ 
I aaw only yesteiday, and I am never we^-of 
a^iii^ any copy, howevar faint, of that ^onpuf 
origitiaL The most remarkable thing aljKHit t^ 
crganiaation of the. Theseus, howeveri isj .tha^ 
the front part of the head is higher than the bac^ 
$ex%9 which is a circumstance that very seUoB^ 
occurs in NatDwe. I am not sure whe&er thf» 
Ibttn, even x)f this part of the Theseus, has no|; 
been defaced by the weather, and I thmk that i^ 
tiie caat ihweis some look of a jconing, as if the 
%^per hemisphere of the head had been founfl 
separate, and afterwards united to th« ^tatm?. 
This is a profound and ddicata^ne^tioo^ amt m 
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I piMss throiigia LiondoD, I shall oertainly endea- 
vour to have a oommittee of cramologists sum* 
moned toother to eaquire into the £ict>^as one 
upon which the most important conclusions may 
depend. My own poor opinion is, tiiat the sculp- 
tor probably did make the front part i^ the head 
high» than^ or, at least, equally high with, the 
back parts. In mofit human heads, the point of 
will is the highest part — and from thrice there 
is a slope mwe or less oommg down to the fore- 
head. In the Apcdlo Bdvidere the slope is not 
mudi, and the line whidi it desciibes is convex 
and swelling. Now, in the Hercules Famese^ 
making allowance for the irregularities of the 
hair, there is no slope, but a level. If you look 
down on the top of the head of the Hercules^ 
you will find it a v^ long one. The forehead 
is &r pushed out — the middle is li^ge — and the 
jsnimal faculties are copious^ The head of the 
Apollo, on the contrary , is far firom being long 
im ike same proportion — and it is singular how 
little the forehead is expanded, when considered 
in relatioii to the T^st of the head^ But I thinlc 
l^e anpients had a npfipn t^t a spu^ forehead 
.expresses yputk 

But the animal faculties, even of the Herculei 
^iim8e|f^ are quite Lilliputian compared with 
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those of a late hotel-keeper in this towA, of whom 
a bust was taken after his death, by particular 
request of my friend W < ■■ . This man's head 
(his name was MaecuUoeh,) is shaped exactly like 
a jelly-bagy the animal propensities, below and 
behind, having apparently drawn down to them 
the whole of the juices, from which his organiza- 
tion above ought to have been supplied. His 
ears can scarcely be seen for the masses of luxuf 
rious prominence among which they are buried, 
and no mad bull was ever thicker just above the 
nape of the neck. I think it is much to be re- 
gretted, that such a person should have died ia 
the prime of life^-he must have been a ^e U? 
ving symbol of the Epicureanism — not of th« 
jgarden^— but of the kitchen and ihe cellar. His 
forehead is low and retreating, his nose short, and 
snubbed up at the end — the nostrils purfled and 
swelled out as they were not the receptacles <^ 
air, but apertures made expressly for Blowing 
out the fumes of wine — ^perhaps tobacco— and 
bis throat looks as if it were never intended to 
t)e otherwise than gorged with good che^. Al- 
tbgether he bears considerable resemblance to 
some of the fine old toping satyrs I have seen on 
antique vases, I am told this man was of great 
use to Edinburgh, by introducing many most 
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striking improvements in all departments of the 
profession wherein Nature had fitted him so emi- 
tiently to excel. There was no such thing as a 
dinner well set down in a Northern tavern^ till 
this great genius's jelly-bag head was set to work, 
and now I confeiss the Nprth appears to me to 
be in all these respects treading fast on the kibes 
of the South. I think there is no question, the 
tavan- keepers of Scotland ought to canonize 
MaccuUoch as their patron saint, and put up bis 
effigy over their doors, as time out of nilind the 
tobacconists have placed over theirs that of the 
celebrated Negto, who smoked in one day the 
weight of his own body in segars. 
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LETTER LV. 



TO THE SAMS. 



I KNOW not how many days I might hare linr 
gered in the delightful sodety of A^e&«£^» had i^ 

not heen that I had promised Wn to be bacH 

in Edinburgh by a particular day at dinner, and 
I was the less willing to break my engagement^ 
as I understood Mr S f-^ was to come to town 
in the course of a week, so that I should not be 
oompelled to take my final leaye of him at his 
own seat I quitted, howevar, with not a little 
reluctance, the inunediate scene of so much 
pleasure— *and the land of so many noUe re« 
collections. The momipg; too, op w^ii^h ) 4?t 
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parted, was void a^x&isty ; tbe vapours seemed 
unwilliUig to melt about the hlll4c^; and I 
forded the darkened waters of die Tweed in as- 
suredly a very pensive mood. Muffled in my 
cloak above Hie ears, I witnessed rather thao di- 
rected the motions of the shandrydan, and ani« 
ved in Auld Reekie, after a lide of more Aan 
thirty miles, almost without having escaped, for 
^ single second, from the same ck)ttd of revaie 
in whidi I had begun the journey. 

The dbiaracter of the eminent man whom I 
had been seeinj^ and the influence whidi bis 
writings hav^e produced upon his country, were^ 
as might be supposed, the main ingredients of 
3II my meditation. After having conversed with 
Mr S<«<£^, and so become familku: with the &a^ 
tures of his countenance, and the tones of his 
voice, it seeined to me as if I had been fiimidied 
litrUh a new k&jr to the whole purpose of hb in- 
tellectual labours, and was, for the first time^ in 
a. situation to look at the Hfe and genius of the 
wan with an eye oi knowledge. It is wond^- 
lul how the meare seeing of such a person gives 
p(»^centmtion, and compactness, and distinctnefis 
po one's ideas on all subjects canneeted with him ; 
j[ spe^ fi)r myii^— -to my mind, one of the best 
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commeilteries up<m the meaning of any author, 
is a good image df his face-— and, of course, tibe 
reality ifi fsff more precious than any image can 
tfe. 

You have often told me that W^i£^ S«*- 
has been excelled by several other poets of his 
time, in regularity and beauty of composition ; 
and so far I have agreed, and do still agree with 
you. But I think there can be no douhit, that, 
far more than any other poet, or any other au- 
thor of his tinie, he is entitled to claim credit for 
the extent and importance of the class of ideas 
to whidi he has drawn the public attention ; and 
if it be so, what small matters all his deficiendes 
or irregularities are, when put in the balance 
^^(ainst such praise as this, At a time when the 
literature of Scotland — and of England too-^was 
becoming every day more and more destitute of 
command over every thing but the mere specu- 
lative understanding of men— this great genius 
seems to have been raised up to counteract, in 
the wisest and best of all wa^s^ |diid unfortunate 
tendency of his age, by re^awakening liie sym- 
pathies of his countrymen for the more ener- 
getic characters and passions of their fore&thers. 
Ill SQ diang h^ employed^ indeed^ with the skill 
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and power of a trae master, and a true pfailoso^ 
pher^ what constitutes the only effectual mean3 
of neutralizing that barren spirit of lethargy into 
which the progress of civilization is in all coun- ^ 
tnes so apt to lull the feelings and imaginations 
of mankind. The period during which most of 
his works were produced, was one of mighty 
struggles and commotions throughout all Eur 
rope^ and the experience of that eventful period 
is sufficient to prove^ that the greatest politiaU 
anxieties, and the most important international . 
struggles, can exert little awakening influence . 
upon the character and genius of a people, if the 
private life of its citizens at home remains limit-^ 
ed and monotonoiTs, and confines their personal 
experience and the tange of their thoughts^ The 
raticmal matter-of-fact way in which aU great pub- 
lic concerns arenow-a-days carried forward, is suf* 
ficient to throw a damp upon the most stirrii^ 
imagination. Wars arebegun and concluded more 
in reliance upon the strength of money, than on 
the strength of minds and of men — ^votes, and 
supplies, and estimates, and regular business-like 
dispatches, and daily papers, take away among 
them the greater part of that magnificent indis- 
tinctness, through which, in former times, the 
great games of warfare and statesmanship used 
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aHke to be regarded by those wboseiiitei^ests ^ete 
at stake. Veiy little room is left for enthusiasm^ 
when people are perpetually perplexed in their 
contemplations of great actions and great tnen^- 
by the eongratttlating pettinesses of the well dis- 
posed on one side, and the carping meannesses of 
the envious, and the malevolent, and the little* 
minded, on the other. The circle within which 
men's thoughts move, becomes every day a nar* 
rower one — «nd they learn to travel to all their 
conclusions, not over the free and generoui^ 
rtoges of principle and feeling, but along tlie 
plain, hard, dlisty high- way of cakulation. Now, 
a poet Hke Walter Scott, by enquiring into and 
representing tbe modes of life in earliet times, - 
etoploys the imagination of his countrymen, as 
a means of making them go through the person- 
al experience of their ancestry, and of making 
them acquainted with the various courses of 
thought and emotion, by which their forefa' 
thers had their genius and characters drawm 
out — ^things to which, by the mechanical arrange- 
ments of modem life and society, we have been 
rendered too much strangers. Other poets, sudi 
as Byron, have attempted an analogous opera- 
tion, by carrying us into foreign countries, where 
society is still comp»atively young— but their 
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method is by bo means » lafrpy or sa complete 
as Scott% because the people among whom they 
seek to interest us, bscve nationail characters b»^ 
tally different from our own-^wl^reas tboae 
whose minds I^ exhibits a3 a scutes to our^i^ 
are felt at cmce to be great kindred cniginalsy of 
which our every-day exfmienc^ sh^wis us co|»e9» 
faint indeed, but capable of being wt^ked into 
stroi^ger resemblaiiee. If other poets should af- 
terwards aeek and collect their mateiials from 
the same field, they may perhaps be aide to pro- 
duce more fimshed rompositbns, but the holiour 
of being the Patriardi of the Natkmal Poetry cf 
Scotland, must always remain in the possessidn 
of Walter Scott Nay, whatever direction the ge^ 
nius o£ his countrymen may take in future years, 
the benefit of his writings must ever be experi- 
enced in the great resuscitation of slumbering 
elements, which they hiatve produced in the na* 
tional mind. Perhaps the two earliest of his 
poems, the Lay of the Last Mimtrd and Mar- 
mion, are the most valuable, because they are 
the most impregmited with the peculiar spirit c^ 
Scottish antiquity. In his subsequent poemi^ he 
miade too much use of the common materials and 
machinery em^yed in the popular novels of 
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that day; and descended so far as to hii^e too 
much of their interest upon the coinmon re- 
sources of an artfully constructed fable. In like 
manner^ in those prose Tales — ^which I no more 
doubt to be his than the poems he has pub- 
lished with his name — ^in that delightful series 
of works, which have proved their author to be 
the nearest kinsman the creative intellect of 
Shakespeare has ever had — the best are those, the 
interest of which is most directly and historically 
national— Waverley and Old Mortality. The 
whole will go down together, so long as any na- 
tionid character survives in Scotland — and them* 
selves will, I nothing question,^ prolong the ex^ 
istence of national character there more effectu- 
ally^ than any other stimulus its waning strength^ 
is ever likely to meet with. But I think the two 
I have mentioned, will always be considered as* 
the brightest jewels in this ample crown of un- 
quenched and unquenchable radiance! What 
Shakespeare has done for the civil wars of the 
two Roses, and the manifestations of national 
mind produced by the influence of the old baro^- 
nial feuds— ^what the more than dramatic Cla- 
retidon has done for the great period of contest 
between the two majestic sets of principles, tip- 
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t)n wbose union, mfttured andtemp»ed, the nio^ 
dem oonstitutidn of England is foanded^^tlie 
^me servioe halt been rendered hj the audior of 
rthtoe Tales, (whosoeTer he' may be,) to the iiK>6t 
'interesting times in fhe history of the national 
mind of Sootiand-^the times; when alitte vari- 
ous elements of.her'diacadter^religxoiiis^and poli- 
-tical, were exhibited in their most lively fermeh- 
tation of sharpness* and vigour. As for the com- 
j^ints: which have been made of unfairness and 
partiality, in the views which he has given of the 
vaiious parties*— 'I think they are not only ex- 
aggerated, but altogether absurd. It is, indeed, 
yeiy ea^'to see. to wifibh side the Poet*s own 
earfy prejudices have given his mind a:lean- 
ing-^but I think it is no less easy to see tbat the 
romance of bis predileetions has been tempered 
and chastened by as^fine a mixture of /sober re- 
flection and genarous bandoury as ever entered 
into the composition of any inan of high and en- 
tfamiastic feelingi. Theife is too much diivahy 
about the man, to allow of his treating his JfSm 
unfairly ; and had he b^n redly disposed to in- 
jure any set of men, he fasad wes^n^ enough at 
his disposal, very different frmn any which even 
his 4etractovs can accuse him of haviitg empldy- 
'VOL. ii. - z - 
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iU^fer tilxoie wiia hmro^ utterad tkeoi^a sot'«f 

pectedto fo^aialitdeiniiMeBt iii]eale<wklt>a 

ly;^ moM CairiitidB tqMsnimkjr^ after mmupk 

4%peamte, of the ^ €!aekui»& moiMnrierJ^ - 

AHG^^thor, it nnutfae aHowed tliat the fitaa- 

tiiMt qC Scatiand^M to Mtentan^iaa very paoo- 

liarioiie** . Nalargaeiiqp of indqieiioauslitmiitaie 

ipvunsoiiiiof its ami faeliagsal; t^ line wli^ 

tike londied i^lrit of S^g^nd was iai liaib 9raf so 

p9(olifie«' T^Qi|K)ft8 itpmttu^ 

l^wa 9;<;cre aliiiMi»4dLe»igients^ 

CfWiimiMoek <^kkae iint leerefloatingdii Sng- 

liiild;^'^-OEi atfl^ittlMiriiForiGe»fi]fiQ those o£ Thom- 

9MV hwd^Doaela^ii to their onvn eMBtPf is gaa* 

ttci4eriO]:^«9dei«fiiBelk«. likadiffittult 

queetioD h0v tive>«oiintKiefi|^irtaadBig intheda^ 

ktieii of England and iScolibaMl^ jhiadd miamgd 

witli..thf»r mpeelive itaknte mid hmlcttilas; <it 

canvotJbe.dcmbted Ibat thaiB ai a ¥ei7C)aBdda^ 

eUe dii^ipvfeiMiaitiieir niiiorad gaQitt»*^aiidlB- 

deeds tha Jbito eeant: to niciBshl^ ih^ EoglMh 

iiiil^ I9pre in th^^powbr lof thoi^t Umi Iri 

tiimr twgQ off^hwectaiv Tlieir fivst ipaiiailcd^ 

^iln^on qf laleikt «i« mUksdy in tfaa Ulia df 

thought— Hume-*Sinilb, and the reafc^that 
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m»rnm yatmjktma, Hit 

4sIhk)I(«* ttSAtoplM. TIte. SiMs diak«t MveT 

iriiikMrtaMeKleiit, wd tkeve beui^ no Meratryr 

of oonne rthe. wwciitHNiS' €f th^ literAty men: 
w»e fornwd ot^ fidg^ib moddb wd dn Bngttahr 
voriif^ N0W, after two nfttioos hwve Item 1m^ 
afp»mte>.» tbw tnt^rosts^ and have i!<eftpieotively 
ncaifiriiQd theiir <mQ twm of thinkhig'—tliey 1M7 
at^faurt ocMe t^ lie' united in tbeir mtferfbCi^^ bat 
their iMMiei^ktts Qvmat lie so pli<iMe» nor ea»i 
tki^y be ia easily amai^piiattted; An miion €^ fia* 
tkmiil mtexeiib^jf^iiiw^ extema) powtt reUilesciiief* 
ly to tbe iutiii-e^---^riiei«eas^ assotuitioite reepeefc: 
^epaat. Aiid bwe wa& aii^ wtfortiimate ebei^ 
iGikiiQc^ i(^ ^efumtiw tetwden fte %wta Wlen^ 
«b4 the xntM «f the ^oltiflb pe6ple.r^The et^ 
senee of e)L iMlbioeelity, hMv^evet^, i» a pcfci^ar 
i^fvf oif thkikii^ Mad oefioeiviiig^ which may be 
sy^glied to> wl^^iaerto Mt beloiigibng t^ the hi$tc»^: 
of mm'% cmn^ eomttry^ akboa|^ it ceittiiioly is 
alweyft laeet ia fAioe whea exhiUted in oonjune^ 
tien. with the somevy m^ aecomptOHttieiits of 
Hornet la Seothmdi I2ia?e, ammany thitigs tlfaft- 
oaust eeiKfpipe to v^eaii mea from tibe piirt-i^he 
disiue of thw dd dUeot*-»the impledsftiit w^ 
tm^ of s^me €f the evente that have befrlktt 
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them-^the^ neigbboavbobd oft« triawphnt and 
eclipsing England, iw4iidi^ like an iiBfiieiise'^nHi([f^- 
net, absolutely dnwB the needle ^m the smaL- 
laronefr— t^e Refoimoticni, abate all, wfanii^ 
among them^ was conducted i» a wa;$r peculiarly - 
ttufbrtunate, causing all tfaepld rdigious essomaA 
tions to be considered as detestable and sittful; 
and gradually sinking into oUivion a great'many- 
ancient ideas of anolliar €186$, wbieh were entmi^ 
ned with these, and whieb were shaken <»ff also 
as a matter of necessity, ne pars smceratrahatuts^ 
Puritanism, by its ex<tes^ye exekwivenessy at 
ways brings along with it a nakfrdness and bait 
ramess of mind in relation to all human^ attach- 
mfflits,^and the tempoml coneems <^ life. ^ But 
human nature, in despite of puz^atii^ix^ cfloi 
neyar be uttwly extkiguished. It «(»lt*demand» 
some human things for oiir atifectiofis to lean upi» 
on^-^seipe thoughts to be- dear 4o-our dmagiifi^ . 
tions, and which we ^ may join ^ our counttym^ir 
in Ipving-^for oompaenatt^menta widety^dif' 
fused, must always tend to-dviliise and^ibi{>reire 
human nature, and awaken genwous and ^soeial 
habits pf fedipg. ^Shakespeare obsei^efr in Gdeki-' 
lanus, that, during the time of war,'cfftiaens^i^ 
w^ys feel mpreb^evolent towards each other ;^ 
and the reason, no doubt is, that wu: reminds 
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dMm in what respectfihtkeir interests and fedings' 
CMKur. Puritioiismti weighs too hard* npcm fau« 
dian ittture, and does not tend* to draw oat its 
best' aspect. It makes every man too much the 
arbiter ' of bis opnlons' and their champion~> 
hence too much self4ove. It makes him look 
with too much jealousy and anxiety upon his 
neighbours, as persons in error, or capable <if lead- 
ing him into error— or as differing in their con- 
victions from those at which he himself has h$A 
the happiness to arrive. Hence a want of cheer-' 
fulness, confidence, and setded good nature. — 
iJInstly, ptlritanism leaves a man alone to faoe 
and fight the devil upon the strength of his own 
Virtue and judgment/which; I dare say, CbbtoM 
Harrison himself would feel to be as much as he 
ipras able for. Puritkns confine their imaginations 
entiiBly to the Sdi^ures; and cut themselviM 
off from the early Romish legends of saints^^the 
tme mythology of CHristianity— thfe only^part of 
it, at least, which poetry and the other fine arts 
can, without i»o great a breadi of reverence, 
mould 'and ada^t to thefir own purposes. Some 
of 1hem surdy are exquisite iri beauty, and afi^ 
room ibr aH manner of play of fancy, 1 sp^k:; 
you wiHtietnember, entirely with an eye fo Hte^ 
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uaturi?, Wh»i»yar va^ >p the .Qrt^ui^ f^pr, 
nkps on (hesc) «ul9«<^, irby #>uU £9«try D^fiom, 
to invest thena wit]i .^rpt^^^ntitural attsibu^jiiv. 
tp..tak9 44v4m:t9g^|[^tJiie fioe.poejtical.i^ttajtiifiw 
urbkb MHnetimes pccur Iq Uiqs^ pld bis^tpriea^: j- 
Ag^ia, althoQgli the bistoiy pf Soo^^d b«9 
QQt been tbroogbeut &kd vdih 8p}cfDu^4 or xc^<^ 
imtr^ble evfoi^t fitted tpjibew off tbe natiopaZ 
obanqt^r in Ibe most lummpus ai^l impociffg 
points of view, yet few pmpns will, r^use to 
Qomde^ tbe Sjoots ^ « natio;^ iei^JN))«~S|}Q^ 
i£in«vrk«l^e^fQr i)9itiii«l i^ndoyn^^ JttWwi)^ 
bfi difficult to say^ in wb^t tl^nents ^dagted tQ 
ipffs^ a iKUtiw sM'^ J'^ Uitmtqjce %\mf are 4df4L 
^fijGlqsQt. Now, wbcn tbe ebaracter of a motim 
has once fully dei^ek^ped itself ia events ox.if^ 
Utcmture. its posteiity ture ^ 9((t to owsidet it^ 
^bnver acbievments or writangs «s aoadf^^ulit^ 
ejypreaaion or symbol of what exists in tbeit^ 
selves, and so toxenwin contonted witb^^v^ mn 
Ipng any laitber e^e]rtaopSi....«nd this, I in^ iW 
is one of the xosm causes of wbajt .afjj^esKs extei;- 
nally in ihe history of nation^ to be bwicenni^s^ 
degvneraty, and e^u«»tipn of in^Uectoal povef,, 
— 4o thait it may p^jhape be 9ne.af tbe«d¥iH»^g^ 
yfjm^ Scotland pocuess^ ovqrEoglaod wd mai^' 
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dt&^r eoiinfoiefi, that she hag not yet created any 
saiBcieiit monuments of that ^ mightiness for 
good or ill'* that is within her. 

If a remainder of her ttiie harvest is yet to be 
reaped-^if any considerable body of her yet un- 
expended force is now to make its appearance in 
litenttirre^ it wili do so under ifie most fgivourable 
elteamstanees^ atid with afi appliances to boot, 
t^idl the present state of intellectual cultivatioti 
in Europe can furnish, both in the way of expe- 
ileiice, and as objects for examination and reflee- 
tkm. T)ie Mty of slighting and concealing what 
r^snuMs concealed widiin herself, is one of tbe 
Worst and most pernicious that can beset a ooun- 
ttf, in the situation wha-eln Scotland stdrids. 
Although, pertiaps^ it is not now tiie' cue of 
Scotland to dwdl very mudb on her own paM 
MMoty, (wlii€h that of England has thrown too 
mu<^ into f)i« shad«,) yet slie should obaenne 
what fine things have been made even of tins 
de)partii[ient,i^ the great genius of whom I have 
spuk^ idioVc^i^axidieam to consider her own ns- 
tnntel ihttradef^ fis a mine of ihtettectii^ wealdt, 
wUdrvemMns in a grot meiunii^ unespbrcd. 
Wirfle sh^ Iddka bai& upon &efaistory of Eng- 
fuMi as upon tfaait of tiie country to whicU iU 
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has suispended and rendered subordinate her for- 
tunes, yet she should by no means regard Eng- 
lish literature^ as Qf> expression of her mind, or as 
superseding the examination of what intelleetual 
-resources remain unemployed within her own 
domains of peculiar posse$3ion. 
^ The most raxiarkable literary characters which 
. SooUand produced last century, shewed merdy 
• (as. I have already said) the force of her intellect, 
as applied to matters of reasoning. The geHera- 
-tion. of Hunie, Smi&, &c., : left matters, of feel- 
: mg very much unexplored, and probably consi- 
dered Poetry merely as an elegant and tastefiil 
•appendage to the other branches of literature, 
with which they themselves were more conver- 
sant. Their disquisitions on morals were meant 
to be, the vehides of ingenious . theories — i!iot of 
eonvictions.of sentitneAt They employed, tli^re- 
fore, even :in theto, only the national intdtlact, 
; and not the national modest of feelings 

The Scottish : literati (^ the present day have 
inherited the ideas of these men, andacted upon 
them in a! great measure — with scarcely more 
.tiban tibe cme splendid exception of Walter. Scott 
> While all . the resit were contenting themselves 
t^withexerdsing and. displaying their speculattire 
acuteness, this man had the wisdom — whether 
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hy tlhe iiTipulse of Nature, or from reflection, I 
know n6t — to grapple boldly with the feelings 
of his countryAien. The habits of self Jove, so 
much pampered and indulged by the other style, 
must liave opposed some resistance to the influ- 
ence of works such as his — I mean their more 
solid, and serious, and abiding influence upon the 
characters and minds of those who read them ; 
bill these are only wreaths of snow, whose cold 
flakes are made to be melted when the sun shines 
fairly upon them. His works are altogether the 
most remarkable phenomenon in this age of 
wonders — produced among a people, whose taste 
had been well nigh weaned from all those ranges 
of feeling, on which their main inspiration and 
main power depend — they have of themselves 
been suflicient to create a more than passionate 
return of faith and homage to those deserted' ele- 
ments of greatness, in all the better part of his 
cbuiitiymeri. I consider him, and his country- 
mfetl shbuld do so, as having been the sole savi- 
our of all the richer and warmer spirit of litera- 
ture in Scotland* He is, indeed, the FacUlime 
Pfihcepi of all her poets, past and present, and 
I more than question the likelihood of his ha- 
ving hereafter any " Brother near the throne." 

VOL. II. .2a 
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I should like to see a really fine portrait of 
^Ir S ^^^ , representing him in his library^ — or 
rather in his armoury at A^^<<^^, musing, with- 
in sight of the silver Tweed, upon some grand 
evocation of the national genius of his country. 
By the way, I should have told you what a 
fine picturesque place this armoury is — ^how its 
roof is loaded with fac-similes of the best deco- 
rations of Melrose — how its windows glow with 
the rich achievements of all the old families of 
Border renown — ^how its walls are covered with 
hauberks, jacks, actons, biUs, brands, claymores, 
targets, and every weapon of foray warfare, — 
But I must not come back to my descrip- 
tions. 

P.M. 

P. S. If any of my remarks appear short and 
ill-tempered, be pleased to remember that they 
have been written under all the irritation of a 
foot swelling and reddening every hour into 
more decided Podagra. I feel that I am fairly 
in for a fit. I have at least a week of my sofii 
before me — so, instead of claret, and the wri- 
ting of wordy epistles, I must e*en do the best 
I can with a sip of water-gruel, and the old 
luxury of conning over Burton's Anatomy of 
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Melancholy. Once more adieu ! — ** A stout heart 
to a stiff brae/' as we say in Scotland ; which, 
being interpreted, signifies 

" I'u ne cede malit, sed contra audentior ito." 

P.M. 



END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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